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fails to remark any such inconsistency. Voltaire 
affected to disbelieve in the authenticity of Riche- 
lieu’s magnificent “Political Testament” to Louis 
XIII., because of its eloquent exhortations to virtue, 
“ostensibly” written by one who was “notoriously” 
delinquent ;f and, notwithstanding this assertion, 

* “Traits des differentes sortes de preuvea qui servent a 
£tablir la v£rit£ de l’Histoire.” Liege, 1770. 

t “Doutes nouveaux sur le testament attribu6 au Card, de 
Rihcelieu, et Arbitrage entre M. Voltaire et M. de Fonce- 
magne.” 
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the Sage of Ferney says elsewhere* that our Car- 
dinal’s errors were “hidden weaknesses, which, in 
spite of all the care taken to cover them, show 
the littleness of greatness.” We are, therefore, 
justified in concluding that Eichelieu was not an 
immoral man. But we should like to draw the 
attention of the reader to a point which is seldom 
or never noticed — his character as a bishop. 

Armand Jean du Plessis de Eichelieu was born 
in Paris on September 9, 1585. Like nearly all 
persons whose mature age showed them to be truly 
great, his childhood exhibited no precocity ; he was 
an ordinarily gifted boy. His first lessons were 
received, under the eyes of his mother, from the 
Prior of St. Florent de Saumur; and at the age of 
twelve he was sent to the College of Navarre, then 
one of the most famous in Paris. Having completed 
the ordinary course, he entered the “Academy,” 
or military school. Avenel speculates as to the 
future of young Eichelieu had he followed the 

* “Histoire Universelle,” vol. iv, p. 89. — The “Political 
Testament,” one of the most solid instructions ever addressed 
to royalty, was drawn up by Richelieu in duplicate, — one copy 
going to his Majesty, the other to the Cardinal’s niece, the 
Duchess d’Aiguillon, who, dying in 1675, left it to her con- 
fidante, Mme. du Yigean. It was published in 16S8, went 
through many editions, and finally, in 1749, Voltaire attacked 
its authenticity in a dissertation subjoined — why, he alone 
knew — to his tragedy of “S^miramis.” He afterward repub- 
lished this dissertation, “Des Mensonges Imprimis,” in his 
“Essai sur l’Histoire G^n^rale.” Of the fifteen objections of 
which it consists, the one noticed above is probably the strong- 
est; but all were triumphantly refuted by Foncemagne in 
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career for which he seemed destined. “He admired 
the military profession, and in certain circumstances 
he bore arms ; he always superintended the direc- 
tion of the army, its organization, its commissariat, 
etc. Frequently he laid aside the red cassock and 
donned the surcoat of the soldier; often he com- 
manded in person; and we constantly find, in his 
papers, plans of battles and of fortifications designed 
by him. In councils of war his opinion often pre- 
vailed over that of experienced generals, — not be- 
cause of any deference to his rank, but because 
of the conviction that his perceptions were just and 
his judgment solid.’ ’* 

However, the young cadet left the Academy when 
eighteen years of age, and entered the theological 
schools of the Sorbonne. In 1606 Henry IV. named 
him for the bishopric of Lugon, although he was 
then only a deacon ; “and since the said Du Plessis,” 
wrote the King to d’Halincourt, his ambassador to 
the Holy See, “has not yet reached the age re- 
quired by the canons, and since I am quite sure 
that his merit and ability supply this defect, you 
will beg his Holiness to grant the necessary dis- 

1750. The latest author of note to treat of the “Political Tes- 
tament” was La Bruy6re, and he declared that “the man who 
performed such wonders (as Richelieu did) either never wrote 
at all, or he must have written this document.” Montesquieu 
agreed with La Bruy^re. In fine, this work will hear compar- 
ison with the similar ones composed by F^nelon and Bossuet 
for the guidance of their royal pupils. 

* “La Jeunesse de Richelieu,” in the “Revue des Quest. 
Hist.,” 1869, vol. vi, p. 164. 
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pensation ; for the said Du Plessis is in every way 
capable of serving the Church of God.”* The 
royal request was granted , and the young abbe 
was consecrated at Rome on April 17, 1607, and 
immediately returned to the Sorbonne to take his 
degrees. His assiduity in study had told on his 
health, and he was unable to make the journey to 
his diocese until December, 1608. Received as was 
customary by the chapter and magistracy, he al- 
luded to the Huguenots of Lugon in these words : 

6 ‘Many there are who differ with us in belief; I 
trust that we shall all be united in affection.” 
And while ever firm in insisting on the rights of 
Holy Mother Church, his entire career at Lugon 
showed him the defender of those of Protestants ; f 
although, as he was once forced to lament to a 
Huguenot friend, his sentiments were seldom re- 
ciprocated. 

The diocese of Lugon was one of the poorest in 
France, and it is interesting to read Richelieu’s 
own description of some of his privations. JSfoblesse 
oblige , and the new prelate, a member of one of 
the first families in France, was expected to make 
an appropriate entry into his episcopal city. But 
he had no carriage, and it would have been in- 

* Berger de Xivrey, “Lettres de Henri IV.,” vol. vii, p. 53. 

f Cardinal Richelieu’s impartiality was especially mani- 
fested in his letters to Pontchartrain, secretary of state for 
Protestant affairs, guaranteeing the fidelity of the famous 
ministers du Plessy-Mornay and Chamier. 
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decorous to use a hired one ; he therefore borrowed 
t an equipage from a friend. On arriving at the 
episcopal palace, he found it uninhabitable and 
almost beyond repair, and he was compelled to hire 
apartments and buy all necessary furniture. Even 
the vestments of his pontifical office were wanting, 
and he thought himself fortunate, after a time, 
in procuring them in two colors. ‘ ‘Certainly,” he 
wrote to a friend, “this is the most wretched bish- 
opric in France: but, then, you know what kind 
of man the Bishop is.” Richelieu could rely on 
\ little or no revenue in a diocese poor at all times, 

1 and then impoverished by war; and his own means 
were small, for he was a younger son. 'He there- 
fore, as he said, was as poor as a monk, though 
without any vow of poverty; and on one occasion 
he was compelled by need to sell a valuable tap- 
estry, a family heirloom. But, despite his small 
resources, he was a father to the poor, and did all 
he could to relieve their necessities. 

Scarcely had he settled down in his new home 
when he made an episcopal visitation of the whole 
diocese; and he wrote to the Cardinal de la 
Rochefoucauld, one of the most zealous bishops 
of the time, that he found “ecclesiastical discipline 
and authority everywhere weakened.” To remedy 
the evil he called on the Capuchins (whom the 
famous Friar Joseph, the future “Grey Cardinal,” 
was then exciting to renewed zeal) for missions; 
and he immediately established, with his own money, 
a new seminary, saying to its president that “no 
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act of his life had afforded him so much pleasure.” 
The first establishment, after the mother-house, 
possessed by the famous Oratorians founded by De- 
Berulle, was given them in his diocese by Riche- 
lieu, and he justly prided himself on this fact in 
his “Memoires.” When a parish became vacant, he 
invariably conferred it by concursus; but if, as was 
often the case, some powerful laic held the right 
of presentation, he insisted on a proper nomination. 
A certain Madame de Sainte-Croix having presented 
an unworthy candidate, he wrote to her: fi T beg 

you to properly regard my fulfillment of duty when 
I refuse to entrust to this person the care of souls 
redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ. By making 
another selection, you will also set a good example 
to others who enjoy the right of presentation.” 

Work was always a passion with Richelieu, and, 
as the documents published by Avenel prove, when 
he was not occupied in the public affairs of his 
diocese, he was engaged in the direction of souls, 
in settling quarrels and preventing duels, in con- 
soling the afflicted, and in study. Those who have 
never regarded him in any other light than that 
of a courtier may smile at the idea of Richelieu 
the student, and yet the future Minister’s studious 
habits were well known to his compeers. The 
famous Gabriel de l’Aubespine (Albaspinaeus), 
Bishop of Orleans, certainly a competent judge, * 

* De l’Aubespine was, according to “Gallia Christiana,” 
u vir totius antiquitatis ecclesiastics peritissimus .” 
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wrote to him on one occasion: “I have always 

counted much on your talent for ecclesiastical and 
spiritual matters ; and now that you study so unin- 
termittingly, my estimation is increased, and I feel 
that you would not take such pains if you were not 
meditating some great design.” 

Even the illustrious theologian, Cardinal Du- 
perron, admired the zeal of the Bishop of Lugon. 
In a letter written to Richelieu in 1610, when the 
prelate was but twenty-five years of age, a mutual 
friend said: “The Cardinal seizes every occasion to 
manifest his esteem for you. A certain person hav- 
ing praised you as eminent among young prelates, 
his Eminence declared that you ought not be men- 
tioned among young prelates, for the oldest might 
well yield you precedence; and, for his part, he 
wished to set the example.” Praise from Sir Hu- 
bert is praise indeed. 

During his seven years’ charge at Lugon, Riche- 
lieu made several trips to Paris; but on all these 
occasions he kept his episcopal position ever in 
mind, and frequently he preached in the principal 
pulpits of the capital. Aubery, who drew his in- 
formation from the family of Richelieu, says that 
the King and Queen often attended these sermons, 
and that “they nearly always declared that no 
preacher ever made more impression on their 
hearts.” The sermons of Cardinal Richelieu have 
not come down to us, but we must suppose that, 
whatever may have been his merits as a poet and 
playwright, they were good ones. He certainly 
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possessed, remarks a judicious critic,* the chief 
requisites of a fine preacher — force of logic, ele- 
vation of thought, and energy of expression. 

The assiduity displayed by Richelieu in his 
studies while Bishop of Lucjon was the more ad- 
mirable because much of the time left him by the 
cares of his diocese had to be given to an exten- 
sive correspondence with many Roman cardinals 
and with the Papal Nuncio at Paris. Again — and 
this fact is worthy of note by those who believe 
him to have been a debauchee, — from his twenty- 
third year until his death in 1642, Richelieu was 
nearly always in physical pain. The first letter 
(1605) published by Avenel shows him in a pain- 
ful convalescence after a long illness; and so on 
through the entire series we find him generally a 
victim to bodily suffering; his last attack continued 
more than a year. 

Richelieu resigned his diocese in 1616 to become 
Prime Minister of France; and he himself, toward 
the close of his life, well epitomized his later career 
when he said to the King: “I promised your 

Majesty that I would use all my ability, and all the 
power you would give me, to crush the Huguenot 
party, to lay low the pride of the nobles, to force 
all your subjects to do their duty, and to cause 
foreign nations to properly respect yqur Majesty’s 
name; and to effect these ends I insisted that I 


* Barth^lemy, “Caractere de Kichelieu,” 
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should have your entire confidence.”* Concerning 
this better known portion of the life of Richelieu, 
we would merely remark that few French historians 
have avoided either blind hatred or blind praise in 
treating of it; and foreigners, especially English- 
men and Germans, can not allude to it with equa- 
nimity; for, as Malherbe said in 1627, “the 
space between the Rhine and the Pyrenees appeared 
to Richelieu as a field too small for the lilies of 
France; he wanted them to wave on both shores of 
the Mediterranean, and wished their odor to be 
wafted even to the farthest Orient.” 

From the “Memoires” of Richelieu, published 
in the collection of Petitot (Series II., vol. x), 
Paris, 1823, we take the following particulars of the 
Cardinal’s daily life while Minister: He retired at 
eleven o’clock, and, having slept three or four 
hours, called for his dispatches, and then wrote or 
dictated the replies. At six he slept again, and at 
eight arose. After prayers his secretaries came for 
instructions; then he received the Ministers of 
State until eleven. At midday he heard Mass, cel- 
ebrated by Friar Joseph. Then he took a short 
walk, giving audience to special and important 
parties. Then he lunched — fourteen covers being 
laid at his own table, thirty for invited guests at 
another, and a larger number at a third for his 
pages and the officers of his household. After 
lunch he conversed for a couple of hours with his 
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familiars and with literary men, and the remainder 
of the day he worked at affairs of state. In the 
early evening he took a walk, meanwhile again 
giving audiences. The evening hours were passed 
with music, reading, or general talk, as the Cardinal 
thought that sleep was better wooed by previous 
conversation of a character neither sad nor rollick- 
ing. He seldom said Mass, but he confessed every 
■week, receiving Holy Communion from his chaplain. 

We may not dwell on the great Cardinal’s career 
as statesman, but we close our article with a pic- 
ture of his final hours as man.* When it became 
evident that Richelieu had but a short time to 
live, the King paid him a farewell visit, and was 
thus addressed by the dying man: “Sire, in taking 
farewell or your Majesty I have the consolation 
of knowing that I leave your kingdom in a more 
glorious condition, and with a greater reputation 
than it ever hitherto enjoyed. All your enemies 
are humiliated. Only one reward for all my serv- 
ices do I ask from your Majesty, and that is 
your good-will and protection for my nephews; 
and I give them my blessing only on condition 
that they are ever your faithful subjects. 5 ’ He 


* “R£cit de ce qui s’est passd un peu avant la mort de M. 
le Cardinal de Richelieu, arriv^e le jeudi, 4 Dec., 1642, sur le 
midi” (Bibl. X at. MSS. Fonds Dupuy, vol. DXC, fol. 298, 
recto); Griffet, “Histoire de Louis XIII.,” vol. Ill, p. 576; 
Lettre d’Henri Arnauld, Abb£ de Saint-Nicolas, au president 
Bnrillon, Dec. 6, 1642 (Bibl. Xat. Fonds Frangais, vol. XX, 
DCXXXV) ; cited by Barth£lemy, loc. cit. 
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f then conjured his physician to tell him frankly how 
long he might expect to live, and hearing that in 
twenty-four hours he would be dead or well, he de- 
manded Extreme Unction. When the parish priest 
of Saint-Eustache, approaching with the holy oils, 

I remarked that his high ecclesiastical rank dispensed 
him from answering the customary questions, Riche- 
lieu insisted on being treated “like an ordinary 
Christian. ” The priest then recited the principal 
articles of faith, and asked him if he believed in 
them all. “Absolutely,” he replied; “and would 
that I had a thousand lives to give for the faith 
and the Church!” — “Do you forgive all your ene- 
mies?” asked the p,riest. “With all my heart,” he 
answered; “and I call God to witness that I have 
ever intended only the good of religion and of the 
State.” Being requested to pray to God for his 
recovery, he protested: “God forbid ! I pray only 

to do his will.” In a few hours the King heard of 
his bereavement, and exclaimed : “The enemies of 
France will not profit by the death of Richelieu. I 
shall go on with all he has begun.” 


LOUIS XIII. AS HE WAS. 


History has involved the characters of some per- 
sons in an obscurity as impenetrable to our inspec- 
tion as that mask with which the famous prisoner 
of Pignerol and the Bastile was made to hide his 
identity from not only his contemporaries, but, it 
would seem, from all future investigators. One of 
these subjects is Louis XIII. But critics have suc- 
ceeded in showing at least whom the iron mask did 
not conceal, though they have failed in determining 
whom it did; and just so we of the present — pro- 
vided, of course, that we wish to see — can unmask 
the countenance of Louis XIII., and regard him, 
not as the puppet of Richelieu, not as a mere non- 
entity among kings, but as a monarch worthy of 
serious consideration. 

Louis XIII. had the misfortune of being born be- 
tween two consummately great sovereigns: he was 
the son of Henry IV . and the father of Louis XIV. ; 
and we are tempted to discern, in all the grandeur 
of his reign, either ^ continuation of the work of 
the Bearnais or a preparation for the glories of the 
grand monarque . At most, we echo the mass of his- 
torians, and regard him as a Roi Faineant, dropped 
out of the eighth century, obeying a red-cassocked 
Master of the Palace with all the nonchalance of a 
true Merovingian — albeit, not lolling in an oxen- 
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drawn car ; for his warlike qualities are never denied. 
Again, while Henry IV., in comparison with Sully, 
can hold his own in our estimation, the personality 
of Louis XIII. is nearly obliterated by that of 
Richelieu; and we forget that just as we think no 
less of Sully because of the greatness of Henry IV., 
so the greatness of Richelieu should not lessen that 
of Louis XIII. ; for in the case of each pair the two 
chief constituents of true greatness were allies, not 
rivals. Henry IV. was a man of genius, Sully one 
of common-sense; Louis XIII. possessed common- 
sense, Richelieu genius. 

Louis XIII. has been well styled the Just, and he 
would have merited the title had he been known 
for nothing else than his steadfast confidence in his 
Cardinal-Minister. But his contemporaries inform 
us that the monarch chafed under the yoke of the 
great statesman whom he could not but admire. 
We are told that he both envied and feared him, 
without whom, to use the words of Mme. de Motte- 
ville (the first to affirm this aversion), “he could 
not live, nor with him.” La Rochefoucauld, another 
contemporary, says that the King “bore the yoke im- 
patiently ;” and that “he hated Richelieu,” though 
“he never ceased to bend to the Cardinal’s will.” 
Montglat is illogical enough to insist that although 
Louis, after the death of his minister, assured the 
mourning relatives that he could never forget the 
prelate’s great services, nevertheless “he was very 
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glad to be rid of him.” * Omer Talon tells us that 
“master and valet worried each other to death.” 
Pontis makes of Louis a man without gratitude ; for 
he describes the King as coolly remarking, when he 
heard of the Cardinal’s demise, “A great politician 
has gone;”! and nearly all writers from Pontis to 
Bulwer have consecrated the phrase as an illustra- 
tion of the King’s real appreciation of Richelieu. 
Bazin goes so far as to proclaim that Louis XIII. 
entertained no friendship whatever for the Cardi- 
nal 4 Guizot would have us believe that “Louis 
experienced an instinctive repugnance for his Min- 
ister, and he never showed more than a reasonable 
fidelity toward a servant whom he did not love.” 
Well, if Louis XIII. felt all the jealousy for 
Richelieu that these authors discern, if he was 
merely what most small-minded men are in the 
face of the great, then he exercised a magnanimity 
toward his bete noir which ought to excite our ven- 
eration. By keeping power in the hands of one 
who dwarfed him, when by a word he could have 
relegated him into obscurity; by sacrificing his 
jealousy to the glory of France, he gained a victory 
over self such as we may seldom find in the annals 
of monarchy. But alas ! this picture is imaginary. 
Louis XIII. was simply the friend of Richelieu. 

* u M£moires de Montglat,” idem . — Brienne uses almost the 
same terms : “Le roi fut tout ravi d’en etre d^fait.” 
f u M4moires de Pontis,” idem , vol. ii. 
t “Histoire de France sous Louis XIII.,” in preface, and in 
vol. ii, p. 456. Paris, 1842. 
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In 1875 M. Marius Topiti published two hundred 
and fifty-eight letters of Louis XIII. to Richelieu, 
which he had dug out of the achives of the For- 
eign Office at Paris, that immense sleeping chamber 
of history. These letters are authentic in style, 
orthography, and signature ; and they completely 
destroy the common idea concerning the relations 
of Louis with his great Minister, while they furnish 
a view of the King’s character which differs much 


from that obtained, for instance, from the impressive 
drama of Bulwer. They show us that Louis never 
ceased to love the Cardinal, or to confide entirely 
in him. Every line manifests the fact that, while 
their minds were of very unequal calibre, they were 
equally devoted to the welfare of their country. 
And what was the secret, demands M. Topin, by 
which Richelieu ever preserved the full confidence 
of his sovereign? He never acted but for the 
good of the State, and he never kept the King 
in ignorance of his projects. This is proved also 
by the seven enormous volumes of the Cardinal’s 
letters, published by Avenel. 

The most ambitious and able intriguer could 
scarcely hope to supplant Richelieu in the heart of 
him who was informed of every project immediately 
on its conception. When separated far from each 
other, even though, as was generally the case, the 
Cardinal enjoyed unlimited powers, couriers were 
constantly bearing from Richelieu to the King de- 
tailed accounts of the public business. And we 
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notice that generally it was Louis who formed the 
decisive resolution, even though the genius of his 
Minister may have prepared the royal mind for such 
action. In fact, many reports of the Cardinal bear 
marginal notes which indicate that Louis frequently 
resolved on a course diametrically opposite to that 
advised by the former. When the King was not 
with the army, he assisted at every meeting of his 
council, and clearly asserted his will. 

“Richelieu,” says Topin, after having carefully 
examined these letters of both Cardinal and King, 
“while charging himself with the execution of the 
royal will, of course gave to it the imprint of his 
own strength ; and hence he appeared as its origi- 
nator to the governors, intendants, generals, ambas- 
sadors, etc., to whom he communicated his develop- 
ment of the royal opinion. Doubtless the salient 
trait of the royal policy were the Cardinal’s own 
insinuation, and it was nearly always his genius 
which discerned the means most adapted to secure 
the end in view. But for persistence in following 
the path once chosen, for firmness and energy in 
maintaining their common system, we must place 
Louis XIII. alongside his Eminence.” 

It might interest the reader were we to quote 
extensively from the correspondence so fortunately 
rescued from oblivion by the researches of M. Topin, 
but our space confines us to one letter. In 1626 the 
French court was divided as to the feasibility of a 
marriage which had been projected by Henry IV. 
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between Gaston d’Orleans, the brother of Louis, 
and Mile, de Montpensier. Richelieu and the King 
favored this union, while the Cardinal's foes per- 
suaded Gaston that his own treacherous ambition 
would be better advanced by an alliance with some 
foreign princess. As a coup de main , Richelieu ten- 
dered his resignation, whereupon Louis wrote thus : 
“My cousin,* I have read your reasons for seeking 
repose. I desire your comfort and health more than 
even you can desire them, provided that you find 
them in the guidance of my affairs. Since you 
have been with me all has gone well, under the 
divine blessing, and I have full confidence in you. 
Never have I been served so well as by you. 
Therefore I beg of you not to retire. ... Be 
assured that I shall protect you against all persons 
whomsoever.” Nor was his promise mere empty 
words; Louis XIII. could enforce respect to his 
will. “It is enough that it is I who wish it,” he 
once said to the Cardinal, when making a similar 
promise. We shall give another instance of the 
King’s solicitous affection for Richelieu. 

The war for the Mantuan succession, begun in 
1629, was at its height when the King was seized 
by a dangerous illness. During the crisis of the 
malady all the anxiety of Louis was for his Minister. 
The enemies of Richelieu, headed by the queen- 
mother, Marie dei Medici, were making every effort 


* This was the style in which the kings of France always 
Wrote to cardinals^ as well as to marshals, 
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to unseat him ; but Louis was indomitably faithful 
to the interest which he felt to be that of France. 
On the decisive day of his illness he sent for the 
Duke of Montmorency and said to him: “I have 

two favors to ask of you. One is that you continue 
to show your wonted interest in the State; the 
other, that for love of me you love the Cardinal 
Richelieu.” * And the affection of Louis XIII. for 
his Minister survived the life of its object. Wit- 
ness the following letter written by the monarch on 
the day after the Cardinal’s death (1642), and 
compare the impression produced by it to that con- 
veyed concerning the shallowness of Louis by the 
drama of Bulwer. 

“M. the Marquis de Fontenay: As everyone 

knows the signal services rendered me by my 
cousin the Cardinal-Duke de Richelieu, and the 
many advantages which, by God’s blessing, I have 
obtained through his counsels, no one can doubt 
that I grieve as I ought for the loss of so good and 
faithful a Minister. But I wish the world to know, 
by means of my own testimony on every possible 
occasion, how dear his memory is to me. ... I have 
resolved to retain in office all the persons who have 
served me under the administration of my cousin 
the Cardinal de Richelieu, and to call to my assist- 
ance my cousin the Cardinal Mazarin, who has 
given me so many proofs of his capacity and fidelity 


Pucros, “Histoire du Due de Montmorency,” vol. i, ch. 22, 
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on the many occasions when I have employed him, — 
proofs of a devotion as great as though he had 
been born my subject. . . . You will communi- 

cate all the foregoing to our Holy Father the Pope, 
that he may know that the affairs of this kingdom 
will continue in the same course they have so long 
followed.” 

And this devotion to the memory of Richelieu 
was proved not only by the appointment of Mazarin, 
whom he had desired as a successor, but was evinced 
by Louis XIII. when death called upon him. When 
he found that his life was drawing to a close, he 
actuated the design of Richelieu, by appointing the 
Queen, Anne of Austria, regent indeed of the king- 
dom, but with Mazarin as guide, that the policy of 
the great Minister might continue in force. 

Besides the letters of Louis XIII. to Richelieu, 
the French archives disgorged, a few years ago, 
another important historical monument which ad- 
ministrative imbecility had hitherto hidden from the 
student. M. Paul Faugeres, like a Benedictine in 
miniature, disinterred from the dust of centuries 
and published an unedited work of the Duke de 
Saint-Simon, nothing less than a “Comparison be- 
tween the First Three Bourbon Kings.” Saint- 
Simon was seventy-two years old when he began 
this work; age hadi somewhat mollified the irritated 
passions of the “great disdained” of Louis XIV., 
but had not lessened the talent of probably the 
most accomplished delineator who ever came to the 
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aid of history. He had not been personally ac- 
quainted with Louis XIII., as he was with the more 
glorified son ; but his own father, who owed every- 
thing to the former monarch, had imbued his young 
mind with sentiments of ardent admiration for one 
whom he rightly regarded as pre-eminent among 
the misunderstood of history. 

Saint-Simon saw Henry IV. and Louis XIV. re- 
splendent with a glory which was undeniable, even 
in the face of hatred, while Louis XIII. was almost 
effaced by the proximity of his father and his son. 
To draw his own father’s benefactor forth from an 
unmerited obscurity became the ambition of the 
great portrayer ; and they who have been accustomed 
to recur to his “Memoirs” for most of their knowl- 
edge of the period in which he lived, have now the 
opportunity of contemplating a restored Louis 
XIII., — a figure, strange to say, even more resplen- 
dent than those which have hitherto attracted ex- 
clusive admiration. A contemporary critic of great 
acumen, M. Barbey d’Aurevilly, is enthusiastic in 
his praise of the manner in which Saint-Simon ful- 
filled his task : 

“The part of genius in history is to discover. 
In history, where nothing is created (for otherwise 
it would not be history) ; in history, where the im- 
agination has the right only to depict, but not to 
invent, as it may in many other spheres of human 
activity, — genius can only play the part of a supe- 
rior faculty in discovering, in men and things as 
they were, new but real points of view until then 
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unknown and even unsuspected. The more of these 
points of view that are discovered, the greater is 
the genius. It is this power of genius, equal in his- 
tory to the power of creation in the other domains of 
thought, which shines in all its fullness and strength 
in this parallel of the first three Bourbon kings, as it 
is styled by Saint-Simon, in his special and singu- 
lar language. In this long comparison he speaks 
admirably of the two whom we knew; but he has 
discovered the third, of whom we knew nothing, at 
least in his complete and sublime entireness. . . . 
The violent and irritated soul of this man bafiled 
in his ambition, of this ‘despised one’ of Louis 
XIY. , this soul whose rage may have produced its 
genius, promised itself, as a supreme duty and a 
last satisfaction, to some day narrate that life of 
Louis XIII. which he knew from his father, and to 
compare it with those of the two glorified kings 
between whom his favorite had been buried in 
insignificance. Such was to be the swan’s song of 
that man who was anything rather than a swan; 
who was rather an eagle, — the cruel eagle of his- 
tory, which in his ‘Memoirs’ he so often lacerated. 

“And this tardy justice, rendered to the memory 
of a man who had disappeared behind the intersect- 
ing rays of his father’s and his son’s glory, pro- 
duces two novelties. It gives us a Louis XIII., we 
must admit, greater than the man who caused him 
to be forgotten; and a Saint-Simon whose genius 
attains its fullness in an emotion of the heart, and 
who reaches, for the first time, to the divine in 
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tenderness. ... Of course the crushing club of 
Hercules, used of old in the ‘Memoirs,’ falls as fu- 
riously as ever on all that Saint-Simon hates ; but 
it is rather for their qualities than their faults that 
he compares the three kings whom he judges; and 
it is his serene manner of comparison which endows 
his book with an imposing sweetness of imparti- 
ality. . . 

After a study of the parallel by Saint-Simon and 
of the correspondence unearthed by M. Topin, one 
finds that our pleasing dramatist, Bulwer, is guilty 
of gross injustice to the moral character of Louis 
XIII. The whole underplot of his play, some of 
its most impressive situations, and many of its most 
elevated sentiments, turn on the supposed libertin- 
ism of the monarch. Now, he was pre-eminently 
a chaste man ; so much so that he excited ridicule 
in a court too often the resort of mauvais sujets . 
One of the chief reasons for the extravagant ad- 
miration felt for Henry TV. by Frenchmen is the 
fact that he was a lady’s man, the vert galant. A 
people overgiven to gallantry and raillery may ad- 
mire the virtue of a St. Louis or a St. Edward the 
Confessor — a virtue which is the development of 
religious heroism in conflict with passion — but they 
will scarcely respect mere frigidity of temperament, 
which, according to common report, was the source 
of the virtue of Louis XIII. 

Behold, then, one reason for the relegation of this 
monarch to obscurity. As the idea is expressed by 

* “Les CEuvres et Les Hommes du XIXme Si&cle: Sensa- 
tions d’Histoire,” vol. viii, p. 60. Paris, 1887. 
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4evilly, Louis XIY. could say to La Valliere, like 
&mlet to Ophelia, 6 4 Get thee to a nunnery;” but 
t£was when too late. Louis XIII. might have said 
& to Mile. La Fayette, but before the catastrophe. 
As for the assertions concerning the morality of 
Louis XIII., they are perverse even unto indecency ; 
but at most they assign to Louis accomplices who 
are very uncertain. 

We have shown that we are not obliged to accept 
our view of the character of Louis XIII., or of his 
relations with Richelieu, from the olden historians 
or from modern romancists and playwrights. To 
obtain a view of Louis it is not necessary to peer 
over the shoulders of his Minister. Richelieu did 
not absorb in his own the very personality of his 
sovereign, but rather, to use his own language, was 
the most passionately devoted of subjects and serv- 
ants. In fine, Richelieu existed as Minister only by 
the will of Louis; and it is to the glory of that 
monarch that he never dismissed him whom a recal- 
citrant and jealous nobility, a cowardly and treach- 
erous brother, and an unscrupulous and soulless 
mother, united in opposing even to the death. Each 
was the complement of the other; and the reign of 
Louis XIII. may well be called that of Richelieu, 
the ministry of Richelieu that of Louis XIII. 

The death of this so long misunderstood monarch 
occurred on May 14, 1643, and it was one befitting 
a sovereign whose devotion to Our Lady had caused 
him to institute as the national feast of France the 
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festival of her glorious Assumption.* The great 
Protestant jurisconsult, Grotius, then Swedish am- 
bassador to the French court, wrote of the edifying 
scene: “I do not believe that we can find an in- 
stance of any king — nay, of any Christian — dispos- 
ing himself for death with greater piety.” Well 
may Cardinal Mazarin have written, during the 
King’s illness, to the Cardinal-Archbishop of Lyons, 
a brother of the great Minister, his predecessor: 

“I would be wanting in gratitude were I wanting 
in sadness. The beautiful and wonderful circum- 
stances attending the King’s illness increase this 
sentiment, although in some sense they lessen it ; 
and I can not contemplate them without a kind of 
pleasure, seeing as I do that they must add to his 
glory. Nor can I behold them without a fuller 

realization of the extent of our imminent loss. In 

« 

fact, it is impossible to imagine a greater force of 
soul in so much weakness of body than his Majesty 
has shown. No one in his condition could have 
arranged his affairs more clearly or more judi- 
ciously. No one could regard death more calmly, 
or show more resignation to the will of God. In a 
word, if Providence has decreed that this malady 
shall take the King from us, we shall be able to say 
that no career was ever more Christianly, more 
charitably or more bravely fulfilled.” 

* “L’idee d’une belle morfc ou d’tine mort Chr4tienne dans 
le r4cit de la fin heureuse de Louis XIII., surnomm4 le Juste, 
roi de France et de Navarre, tir4 des M4moires de feu Jacques 
Dinet, son confesseur, etc.,” in the Lib. Nat., cited by Bar- 
th41emy, loc. cit. 


THE NATURE OF TASSO’S IMPRISON- 
MENT. 


That Torquato Tasso was insane during a long 
period of his life, and that he was subjected to re- 
straint, although with all due consideration, is ev- 
ident from his own letters. But that he was a 
victim of unfortunate love and of princely tyranny, 
and imprisoned in the ordinary sense of the term, 
is untrue.* Credulous and perhaps sympathetic 
travellers yet continue to fee the lachrymose cicerone 
who shows them the Ferrarese dungeon, in which 
the poet is said to have alternately raved and lan- 
guished. Byron, Lamartine, and many other roman- 
ticists — sincere and affected, — have fixed their 
autographs on the walls of the cell, in sign of 
fraternal commiseration . The municipal authorities, 
with a prudent desire to add to the attractions of 
their city, yet allowed the inscription “Entrance to 
the Prison of Torquato Tasso” to entice the open- 
mouthed tourist of average calibre. Nevertheless, 
the confinement of Tasso was scarcely more of an 
imprisonment than that of Galileo, and one can 
account for the obstinate hold of the tradition only 


* Cf. Valery, “Curiosit^s et Anecdotes Italiennes,” Paris, 
1842. 
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in the words of the poet — that man is ice for truth, 
but tire for lies.* 

None of the educated inhabitants of Ferrara 
believe the aforesaid prison to have been occupied 
by Tasso during his confinement in their city. 
How would it have been possible, they ask, for 
a man of gigantic stature, such as Tasso was, 
to have dwelt for several years in quarters so 
restricted, and yet to have been able to engage 
successfully in literary labor? The dungeon in 
question is only six feet high, and yet it is cer- 
tain that during his restraint the poet revised 
his great work, and composed, among others, his 
several philosophical Dialogues. Madame de Stael, 
so given to commiserating illustrious misfortune, 
remarks Barthelemy, did not credit the story. 
Goethe, says Ampere, f made many careful re- 
searches on this subject, and concluded that the 
alleged dungeon of the poet is not authentic. 
Again, none of the important personages, notably 
Scipio Gonzaga, who visited Tasso in his time 
of trouble, allude to any physical inconvenience 
entailed or aggravated by the condition of his 
domicile. As to the poet’s treatment by his cus- 
todians, it could not have been very severe, since 
his only important complaint was that he did 

* “L’homme est de glace aux v^rit^s, 

II est de feu pour le mensonge.” 

f In a letter from Weimar, May 9, 1827. 
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F ; “not have sufficient fine sugar for the morrow’s 
salad;” and that his nightcaps were less elegant 
and dainty than those he had hitherto worn.* 

At the age of twenty-two Tasso was received 
into the magnificent court of Alfonso d’Este, Duke 
1 of Ferrara, to whose brother, the Cardinal Louis, 
I he had already dedicated his “Rinaldo.” He 
soon rose to great favor. The Duke appointed 
him to the chair of geometry in the University, 
and entrusted him with the continuation of the 
“History of the House of Este,” begun by the 
famous Pigna, his late secretary. It is said that 
he was beloved by Eleonora, the Duke’s sister. 
“Is it possible,” asks Cantu, “that envy should 
not pursue him, and therefore also calumny? 
More than alive to his own merits, he fancied 
that the lackeys insulted him, and that he was op- 
posed in his affections. Mistrust became habit- 
ual to him. He imagined that his letters were 
intercepted and that his desk was rifled. Scipio 
Gonzaga holds reunions of his friends, and he 
suspects that they meet in order to ridicule his 
poetry; he distrusts Count Tassoni, who welcomes 
him to Modena; he doubts the sincerity of Cardi- 
nal dei Medici, who offers him protection if the 
Duke should ever abandon him. The servants 
laugh at his absurdities, while the courtiers take 
pleasure in compassionating one whose genius mor- 


* Unedited Letters, Nos. 79 and 83. 
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tifies themselves. Then he cuffs them all, even 
uses his dagger, and bursts into tirades against 
the Duke.”* 

Convinced of the poet’s insanity, Alfonso placed 
him under medical care, and forbade him to write. 
But Tasso imagined all sorts of dangers, and fled 
in disguise to Naples, then to Venice, Padua, f and 
other places. Finally worse befell him. Some time 
before he had applied to the Inquisitor at Bologna, 
and accused himself of doubts concerning the In- 
carnation; and the reply had been : “Sick man, go 
in peace.” Now he again felt these scruples, and 
having once more applied to the Holy Office, was 
dismissed with encouragement. But the unfortu- 
nate continued to be a burden to himself and his 
friends; and at length the Duke, regarding his 
reason as irretrievably lost, consigned him to the 
Hospital of St Anna, in March, 1579. 

Few men have talked more about themselves 
than Tasso ; but he does not reveal the real secret 
of his troubles, although he plainly admits that 


* “Illustri Italiani,” vol. i, p. 414. Milan, 1879. 
t The famous General, Sforza Pallavicino, happened to be 
in Padua during Tasso's visit, and expressed a desire to meet 
him. When Tasso waited upon him, accompanied by four 
friends, Pallavicino drew a chair near to himself (he was suf- 
fering from gout) , and begged the poet to be seated. Tasso 
ran out of the room, and afterward excused himself to his 
companions, saying, “We must sometimes teach politeness to 
these people. Why did the man show that attention only 
to me?” 
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he was at one time crazy. Writing on December 
25, 1581, to Cattaneo, he says: “One of my letters 
has disappeared, and I think that a goblin has 
taken it; . . . and this is one of the wonders that 
I have seen in this hospital. . . . But amid all 

these terrors I have seen in the air the image of 
the glorious Virgin with her Son in her arms. . . . 
And although these may be fancies — for I am a 
lunatic, and am troubled nearly always by infinite 
melancholy and by various phantasms, — by the grace 
of God I yield no consent to these things. . . . 

If I mistake not, my lunacy was caused about three 
years ago, by certain sweets I had eaten. . . . My 
disease is so strange that it might deceive a physician, 
and hence I deem it the work of a magician ; and it 
would be a mercy to take me from this place, in 
which enchanters are allowed to exercise such power 
over me. ... I must tell you something more 
about this goblin. The little thief has stolen from 
me I know not how much money. . . . He upsets 
my books, opens my boxes, and steals my keys.” 
The unfortunate tried many remedies. Endeav- 
oring to discover why he was so “persecuted,” 
he examines every accusation which could, rightly 
or wrongly, be brought against him, and then 
he turns to God and excuses himself for infidelity. 
“Both within and without I am infected with the 
vices of the flesh and the darkness of the world ; 
and I have thought of Thee in the same way in 
which I used to think of the ideas of Plato or of 
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the atoms of Democritus, and such like matters of 
the philosophers, which are rather creatures of their 
fancy than of Thy hands. ... I have doubted 
whether Thou didst create the world, or whether it 
was independent of Thee from all eternity ; whether 
Thou hast given to man an immortal soul, and 
whether Thou didst descend to earth in order to put 
on our humanity. . . . And yet it pained me to 
doubt, and I would have compelled my intellect to 
believe of Thee what our Holy Church believes. . . . 
I confessed and communicated as Thy Roman 
Church commands, . . . and I consoled myself 
with the belief that Thou wouldst pardon the un- 
belief of those whose deficiency was not encouraged 
by obstinacy or malignity. . . . Thou knowest 

how I have ever abhorred the name of Lutheran or 
heretic as a pestiferous thing.” 

It was while he was thus afflicted that Tasso re- 
ceived a shock which none but an author can ap- 
preciate. He was just about to revise and give the 
finishing touches to his “Jerusalem Delivered” when 
he learned that the poem had appeared in Venice 
(1580), and that it was by no means what he had 
intended it should be ere it should be given to the 
public. The negligence of a friend had permitted a 
speculator to obtain an original draft of the work; 
and now the world was criticising, as by the author 
of the admired “Rinaldo,” a poem filled with merely 
tentative and temporary expressions, and disorted, 
perhaps, by innumerable lacunce . To make the mat- 
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ter worse, the presses of all Italy and of France 
soon multiplied editions of this imperfect publica- 
tion ; for the impatience to read anything new by 
Tasso was universal. The famous Academy of the 
Crusca, which then, as for a long time since, ex- 
ercised an almost tyrannical influence in literary 
matters, and which, Cantu somewhat bitterly says, 
“like all Acadamies, availed itself of the dead, who 
inspire no jealousy to mortify the living,” was 
very severe on the new poem. This and other 
criticisms, especially one by Leonardo Salviati, of 
course irritated the unsettled mind of Tasso; but 
a visit to Marfisia d’Este, Princess of Massa, which 
the Duke allowed him to make during the summer, 
greatly restored him. 

Manfredi, another famous poet, visited Tasso in 
1583, and submitted for his judgment his own trag- 
edy of “Semiramis.” He found the invalid in fair 
mental condition. Many other persons of note also 
visited our poet, among whom the most acceptable 
appears to have been the Benedictine lyric writer, 
Angelo Grillo, who returned again and again to pass 
entire days with his friend. Meanwhile all Europe 
was compassionating Tasso’s misfortune; from all 
quarters he received verbal encouragement, and in 
many instances substantial tokens of sympathy in 
the shape of valuable presents. Many believed that 
freedom would contribute to his restoration more 
than confinement; and hence we find requests to 
Duke Alfonso from Popes Gregory XIII. and Six- 
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tus V. , from the Cardinal Albert of Austria, the 
Emperor Rudolph, the Grand-Duke of Tuscany 
and his consort, the Duke of Urbino, the Duchess 
of Mantua, and the municipality of Bergamo, for 
his release. On July 6, 1586, Alfonso delivered 
him to the care of the Prince of Mantua, and he 
was once again a free man. Cardinal di Gonzaga 
gave him hospitality in his own palace at Rome, 
and the Pope assigned him a yearly revenue of two 
hundred golden scudi. Genoa invited him to ex- 
plain Aristotle in her University, assigning him 
four hundred scudi as regular salary, and as much 
more in perquisites. But nothing could induce 
Tasso to lead a regular life : he wandered here and 
there, until finally he sought an asylum in the hos- 
pital of the Bergamaschi in Rome. Often he suf- 
fered from want of ready money, and frequent 
were his applications to the pawnshops.* 

In 1594 our poet learned that Pope Clement 
VIII., at the instance of his nephew, the Cardinal 
Aldobrandini, had decreed him the honors of a 
triumph at the Capitol. “They are preparing my 
coffin, ” he replied; but as no poet would dream of 
declining the laureate, he set out for the Eternal 
City. On the way from Naples, where he had been 


* There is yet extant a receipt as follows: “I the under- 

signed declare that I have received from Abraham Levi the 
sum of twenty-five lire, for which he holds in pledge one of 
my father’s swords, six shirts, four bed-sheets, and two towels. 
March 2, 1570. Torquato Tasso.” 
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residing for some time, he stopped three days with 
his beloved Benedictines of Montecasino. “If mis- 
fortune come to you,” said the abbot, “come to us. 
This monastery is used to giving hospitality to the 
unhappy.” Tasso answered: “I go to Borne to be 
crowned laureate on the Capitol, taking as com- 
panions of my triumph sickness and poverty. 
However, I go willingly ; for I love the Eternal City 
as the centre of the faith. My refuge has always 
been the Church, — the Church, my mother, more 
tender than any mother.” 

Arriving at the gates of the Catholic metropolis, 
Tasso found an immense multitude — prelates, nobles, 
knights, and citizens — waiting to salute him and 
to escort him to the Vatican . The Cardinal Aldo- 
brandini took him in his own carriage to the palace, 
where the Pontiff welcomed him, saying, “We are 
about to confer upon you the crown of laurel, which 
you will honor, whereas hitherto it has honored those 
who have worn it.” His reception over, his cardi- 
nal protector would have taken Tasso to his own 
palace to* wait for the coronation ceremonies; but 
the poet felt that his end was drawing near, and 
begged to be allowed to lodge in the Hieronymite 
convent of Sant 5 Onofrio on the Janiculum. 

In this home of peace, and often reposing under 
the branches of the oak which, only a few days 
before,* had sheltered St. Philip Neri and his class 
of little Bomans, the wearied genius hearkened to 


* St. Philip died just one month before Tasso. 
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the gentle Hieronymites as they prepared him for 
his last journey. Toward the end he wrote to a 
friend : “The world has so far conquered as to lead 
me, a beggar, to the grave; whereas I had thought 
to have had some profit from that glory which, in 
spite of those who wish it not, will attend my writ- 
ings.” He made a holy death, in his fifty-second 
year, on April 25, 1595. During his magnificent 
funeral ceremonies, which were attended by the en- 
tire pontifical court, the laurel crown was placed on 
his brow. The monument which Cardinal Aldobran- 
dini had designed to erect over the remains of his 
protege was, for some reason, never undertaken; 
but Cardinal Bevilacqua, of Ferrara, disinterred 
them, and placed them in a small mausoleum in 
Sant’ Onofrio. Afterward the late Pontiff, Pius 
IX., at his private expense, erected a magnificent 
monument, and placed the remains therein (1857), 
in a beautifully renovated chapel of the same 
church. 


WICKED VENICE. 

To the average mind the history of Venice is a 
bloody and lurid melodrama. Dungeons under the 
canals, cells exposed to the fury of an almost tor- 
rid sun, hidden doors ever menacing an egress of 
spies and assassins, virtue and valor ever succumbing 
to dagger or to poison ; and all these under the 
aegis of a Government proclaiming itself Christian 
and popular. 

Such is the picture arising before him who reads 
the current tales of Venice, or who gazes on a 
stage representation of Venetian story. Until the 
nineteenth century had dawned, this idea of Venice 
was mainly one of English and Protestant creation. 
Heretical hatred and commercial rivalry had com- 
bined to foster prejudice against that Catholic re- 
public, which had been for centuries the wealthiest 
among the great states of Europe. But with our 
century came the necessity, on the part of France, 
of justifying a great national crime. Fair Venice 
lay a corpse at the feet of the French revolutionary 
tiger, and it was but natural that her murderers 
should insist that she had merited her fate. Be- 
hold, then, French writers of serious calibre heaping 
obloquy on the memory of the Queen of the Adri- 
atic! Of course German authors swelled the cho- 
rus, for a German power had profited by the crime 
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of France; and a trade in peoples had to be justi- 
fied, if nothing else would do it, by the supposed 
vileness of the bartered. Nearly universal, there- 
fore, has been the cry against Venetian cruelt}^, dis- 
honesty, tyranny, and malignant cunning. 

One of the most noted illustrations of the 
mysteries of Venice is the drama of “ Angelo,” 
by M. Victor Hugo. The poet had used the 
poison and daggers of the Ten, the secret pas- 
sages, loathsome dungeons, etc., to the utmost; 
and certain critics ventured to challenge the 
probability of his mise en scene . In one of the 
notes of his published drama, Hugo appealed to 
the authority of Count Daru, the historian of 
the First Empire, and to the “Statutes of the 
State Inquisition’* ** of Venice, furnished by that 


* The “Inquisizione di Stato”of Venice must not be con- 
founded with either the Roman (Holy Office) or the Spanish 
Inquisition. The Homan was an ecclesiastical tribunal, the 
Spanish a royal one; but both took cognizance of heresies and 
similar crimes. The Venetian tribunal, made permanent in 
1454, was purely political, and was composed of three persons 
— two chosen from the Ten, and one from the council of the 
doge. Its jurisdiction was universal, not even the doge being 
excepted. Originally it was called the “Inquisizione dei 
Died,” but in 1610 the style was changed to that of “Inquisi- 
sione di Stato.” Its power was unlimited in all affairs of 
state and of police. It disposed of the treasury, gave instruc- 
tion to ambassadors, etc., and on occasion deposed the doge. 
When, however, it undertook to judge the Doge Marino Fa- 
liero, it called a giunta of twenty nobles, which body remained 

permanent until 1582. 
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writer. We give a synopsis of these statutes, 
which, according to Daru, bear the date of June 
12, 1454: 

In the sixteenth it is decreed that when the tri- 
bunal deems it necessary to put any one to death, 
the execution must not be public; the condemned 
must, if possible, be drowned in the Canal of the 
Orphans ( Canal Orfano). The twenty-eighth es- 
tablishes that if any Venetian noble reveals that 
he has been corruptly approached by a foreign am- 
bassador, he shall be authorized to enter into the 
proposed relations; when the affair has culminated, 
the intermediary agent is to be drowned, providing, 
however, that he be not the ambassador himself or 
some person generally known. The fortieth pro- 
vides for the institution of spies, not only in the 
capital, but in all the principal cities of the republic. 
These agents will report in person to the tribunal, 
twice a year, as to the conduct of the officers in their 
respective districts. In a supplement to the statutes, 
provision is made to the effect that any one who so 
talks as to promise public disturbance, shall be 
warned; if he continues the practice, he may be 
drowned. The twenty-eighth provision is for rid- 
ding the state of any prisoner whom it may be im- 
politic to punish openly. A jailer is to feign to 
sympathize with him, and, having previously ad- 
ministered to him a slow and untraceable poison, 
he must allow the victim to escape. 
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Daru tells us that he found these statutes, hith- 
erto unknown,* in the Eoyal Library of Paris. 
They were bound in a quarto volume, together 
with another work which bore the title, “Opinion 
of Father Paul, Servite, Councillor of State, as to 
the best manner of governing the Venetian Repub- 
lic, both as to internal and external affairs, that it 
may enjoy perpetual prosperity.” The Servite 
priest was no other than Paul Sarpi, the celebrated 
adversary of the Holy See whenever its temporal 
claims came into collision with the pretensions of 
Venice; and Daru, who was naturally of the opinion 
that Sarpi was to be revered as an authority, 
gladly embraced the idea that the juxtaposition of 
the statutes, in one volume, with the advice on 
Venetian government, was a proof that the Servite 
had also published the statutes. 

We would be willing to accept the authority of 
Sarpi in this matter, but we are forced to yield to 
the arguments which show that he was the author 
of neither one of the works enclosed in Darn’s 
treasure-trove. f But, granting the value of Sarpi 
in the premises, there are several good reasons for 
rejecting these statutes as unauthentic. In the first 
place, how is it that no investigator has ever found 

* “I know of no writer,” says Daru, “even among the 
Venetians, who has spoken of these statutes.” See “Histoire 
de la R^publique de Venice,” edit. 1821, vol. vi, p. 385. 

t See an excellent article in the British Review for October, 
1877, p. 337. The falsity of these statutes, and of many of 
Daru’s assertions concerning Venice, was perfectly demon- 
strated by Count Tiepolo in his “Discorsisulla Storia Veneta,” 
Udine, 1828. 
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any allusion to these provisions in any document of 
an age anterior to Daru’s manuscript? According 
to the very constitution of the Venetian Govern- 
ment, such measures could not have been decreed 
without the sanction of the Great Council, and 
after having passed through all the formalities of 
registration in the archives of the Ten. And no 
search has yet discovered them. 

Again, the alleged statutes are full of errors 
such as no Venetian jurisconsult of the fifteenth 
century could have committed. Thus, at that pe- 
riod all the judicial and official documents of the 
republic were drawn up in Latin, whereas these 
alleged statutes are couched in the Venetian 
dialect, which did not come into vogue until a 
century afterward. Again, these decrees are pro- 
nounced in the name of the “State Inquisitors,” 
a title not given to these magistrates before 1610. 
Finally, in these ordinances the Inquisitors assert 
jurisdiction over the prisoners in the Piombi , 
whereas these apartments were not used as prisons 
until 1594. These statutes, therefore, are apocry- 
phal; and, so far as they are the foundation of the 
accusations against Venice, we must banish from 
our minds all the pictures which have been designed 
to represent the Venetian legislature as a congrega- 
tion of demons, rather than an assembly of grave 
and reverend lords. 

How do the calumniators of Venice wish us to 
account for the internal peace which reigned in 
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the republic for so many centuries? We find no 
rebellions either at home or in the colonies; and 
this in spite of frequent famines, plagues, wars, 
and excommunications. Had such a cancer as the 
foes of Venice suppose existed, and in the very 
heart of the nation, devouring by degrees every 
vestige of liberty and destroying all sense of 
security, would the republic have remained so uni- 
formly contented and prosperous? It was in 1468, 
fifteen years after the supposed statutes had been 
put in force, that the illustrious Cardinal Bessarion, 
Patriarch of Constantinople, when presenting his 
valuable library to the republic, thus expressed 
himself: 6 ‘What country offers one so sure a refuge 
as yours, governed by equity, integrity, and wis- 
dom ? Here virtue, moderation, gravity, justice and 
good faith have fixed their abode. Here power, 
even though great and extensive, is as just as 
gentle. Here the wise govern, the good command 
the perverse, and particular interests are ever sac- 
rificed to the general welfare.’’ 

Such reflections as these caused Valery (one of 
the most noted of French travellers, and better 
acquainted with Italy than most foreigners are) to 
write in 1838: “I have abandoned my prejudices 

concerning the Venetian Inquisitors, and I did 
so with great satisfaction; for it is refreshing to 
find at least fewer oppressors in history. It is to 
be regretted that an enlightened historian like Daru 
should have believed in the pretended statutes of 
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the ‘ State Inquisition/ which he found in manu- 
script in the Royal Library, and which are regarded 
by all educated Venetians as apocryphal and as fab- 
ricated by an ignorant enemy of the republic. The 
State Inquisitors were guardians of the laws, and 
silent tribunes dear to the people. The Inquisitors 
defended the people against the excesses of aristo- 
cratic power.” * 

It has been remarked that modern Venetians 
seem to have no fear of any thorough investigations 
into the early history of their country. They rather 
court it, as is evidenced by the zeal with which they 
began, immediately after the close of the Austrian 
domination, to publish the most important treasures 
of their hitherto impenetrable archives. Among 
these is a collection of documents referring to the 
history of the palace of the doge. It contains the 
minutes of the sittings of the Council of Ten from 
1254 to 1600; and we can not find in it the least 
trace of, for instance, the drownings said to have 
been decreed in the alleged statutes. As well look 
for indication of some burning at the stake in 
Venice — in that country which, alone among all 
European lands, never witnessed that horror. As 
to the name of the Canal Orfano , in which so many 
victims of a wicked statecraft are said to have been 
remorselessly drowned, that designation is not 
necessarily derived from the fact of so many 


* “Voyage en Italie,” vol. i, p. 314. 
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orphans having been made in it by order of the 
Inquisitors; for modern Venetians believe that 
this canal was so called centuries before the State 
Inquisition came into existence. 

Much has been said about the convenient oppor- 
tunity afforded to malignity by the provision of a 
receptacle for anonymous denunciations to the In- 
quisitors. Certainly there was no more connection 
between this “Lion’s Mouth” and tyranny, than 
there is between tyranny and the P. O. boxes hang- 
ing from our lamp-posts. And as to the anonymous 
letters addressed to the Inquisitors, a law of 1387 
decreed that they should be immediately burned. 
And when, toward the end of the sixteenth century, 
such demonstrations were sometimes admitted, no 
proceedings could be taken against the accused 
without a vote of four-fifths of the Council. And 
it is to be noted that the precautions taken against 
false testimony and false accusations were greater 
in Venice than in any other land. 

It has been said that the main reservoir was so 
situated in the precincts of the ducal palace that the 
authorities could at once quell a rebellion by shutting 
off the supply of water. But besides the two mag- 
nificent reservoirs in the palace court, there were 
many others in other places, and nearly every pri- 
vate house had its own well or cistern. Documents 
as old as 1303 speak of a board of magistrates simi- 
lar to our aqueduct commissioners, whose first duty 
was to see that every new house was supplied with 
a well. 
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And now a word on the Piombi , those cells of 
alleged torture in the uppermost story of the ducal 
palace, immediately under the leaden roof. It will 
be interesting to quote the testimony of Daniel 
Manin, the patriotic dictator during the Venetian 
revolution of 1848, concerning these supposed inven- 
tions of human malignity. A Parisian critic having 
occasion to review a work which bemoaned the 
“mysteries of Venice,” and dilated pitifully on the 
“Bridge of Sighs,” on the “horrible Piombi,” etc., 
he showed his article to the patriot. Having read 
it, Manin thus addressed him : “Can it be possible 

that you, an educated and serious man, believe these 
nonsensical yarns? Do you still credit the tales of 
your nursery days ? I know these Piombi and these 
Pozzi; I have been confined therein, and I can assure 
you that they are by no means uncomfortable lodg- 
ings. Believe me when I say that all this talk about 
the cruelties of Venice is an old wife’s tale.” 

Then Manin showed his astonished friend how 
the Most Serene Republic could not have survived 
so gloriously for so many centuries had its govern- 
ment not been indulgent and popular.* In fact, to 
this day the Venetians preserve an affectionate re- 
membrance of that government; and hence it was 
that they so gladly proclaimed and sustained their 
republic of 1848, whereas elsewhere the Italian 
movement was merely the work of a revolutionary 

* J. Morey, in the “Illustrations et C£14brit4s du XIXe 
Siecle,” vol. v. Paris, 1884. 
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faction. These Piombi could not have been gla- 
ciers in winter and furnaces in summer, when 
Howard, the great English prison reformer, avowed 
their healthfulness. * Again, it is not true that 
they were located immediately under the roof of 
the palace. Ruskin carefully measured, the space 
between the prison cells and the roof, and he found 
it was in some places nine metres high, and in others 
never less than five.f 

Twelve years before the fall of the Venetian 
Republic the celebrated astronomer Lalande said 
of the State Inquisitors: “They are distinguished 

more for their wisdom than for talent. They are 
chosen from among men whose age guarantees free- 
dom from passion and from the dangers of prejudice 
or of corruption. Rarely indeed is there any abuse 
of the absolute powers confided to them.” i The 
reader will remember that this praise comes from a 
“philosopher.” The eminent historian Botta says : 
“Venice was without serious trouble for many cen- 
turies. She was the object of attack for the most 
powerful nations — the Turks, the Germans, and 
the French. She was in the road of barbarous 
conquerors, and in the midst of revolutions of the 

* “State of the prisons in England and Wales, with pre- 
liminary observations and an account of some foreign prisons.” 
London, 1777. 

f “Stones of Venice,” vol. ii, p. 293; note. London, 1S52. 

% “Voyage en Italie, Contenant l’Histoire et les Anecdotes 
les plus Singulieres de l’ltalie.” Paris, 17S6. 
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peoples. Yet she came safe and sound from every 
political tempest; and such was the perfection of 
her ancient laws, so deep had struck the roots given 
them by time, that she never needed to change their 
character. It is my firm conviction that there has 
never existed a wiser government than that of Ven- 
ice, whether we consider its own preservation or the 
happiness of its subjects. For this reason Venice 
never had any dangerous factions in her bosom, and 
for the same reason she never entertained any fear 
of new ideas. ... I do not know whether pity or 
indignation should be felt for those who declaim 
so fiercely against the Inquisition of Venice, and 
who affect to regard the existence of that tribunal 
as a justification for the death inflicted on the an- 
cient and sacred republic.” * 

The chief reason for the hostility displayed by so 
many moderns toward the memory of the Venetian 
Republic is the fact that it was pre-eminently “cleri- 
cal,” as it is the “liberal” fashion nowadays to style 
everything not positively hostile to the Catholic 
Church. According to the clamorous philosophists 
of the liberal school, “clericalism” is a scoffing at 
reason, a denial of the sun’s light, a cursing of lib- 
erty, an exaltation of despotism, a subordination of 
all civil power to a theocracy, an ignoring of all the 
conquests of modern science, a trampling on human 
dignity; in fine — and this sums up all the iniquities 
of “clericalism” — it is a return to the Cimmerian 


* “Storia d’ltalia da 1789 a 1814.” Florence, 1816. 
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darkness of the Middle Age. Melancholy indeed 
to a radical is the spectacle furnished by a capital 
city panting under the incubus of two hundred 
churches, thirty religious establishments for men, 
thirty-five nunneries, and confraternities innumer- 
able. And, sadder still to relate, every one of these 
monuments of Venetian religious devotion owed its 
origin to some vow in recognition of a favor ob- 
tained from God. 

Well did the republic merit the title of Very 
Christian, given to it by Pope Honorius in the 
seventh century, the third of its existence. Thirty- 
nine times in the year the capital beheld the doge 
and senate proceeding in full state, gran gala , to 
some church,* in accordance with some vow made 
on an occasion of peril to the state. Foreign ob- 
servers were always edified by the piety manifested 
in the accomplishment of this duty. Commines 
wrote in 1494: “Venice is the most glorious city I 
have ever seen, and it is the most wisely governed. 
The worship of God is conducted here more wor- 
thily than elsewhere; and although the Venetians 
may have their faults, I believe that God helps 
them on accountof their reverence for the Church. 

And when the republic was twelve centuries old, 
this spirit was as strong as when the dubious pros- 

* The ceremonies of Holy Week were especially splendid. 
Saint-Didier, in his “La Ville et R^publique de Venice,” 
written in 1679, says of the illuminations in Venice on Good 
Friday night that then the city was wont to consume more 
white wax than was used in all the rest of Italy in a year. 

f “M£moires,” b. vii, ch. 8, at year 1494. 


Wicked Venice. 


219 


perity of its infancy drew it to the altars of God. 
Albrizzi wrote in 1771: “The most noteworthy 

characteristic of this august republic is its firm and 
inviolable attachment to the Catholic Church. The 
commanders of her armies, the governors of her 
fortresses, in their wars with the Turks, have de- 
fended the faith with their blood, and often amid 
most cruel tortures. In most critical times this 
wise government has paid the greatest attention to 
a preservation of the faith of Jesus Christ in its 
purity. . . . The same zeal is shown to-day. 

. . . The most conspicuous monuments of Venice 
prove the piety of its government at every period 
of its existence. The souvenir of the many victo- 
ries of Venice is renewed every year by some reli- 
gious ceremony, performed with as much majesty as 
appropriateness. The doge, at the head of the 
senate, fulfills this pious duty. . . . Hence we 
may say that the Venetians are very assiduous in 
the practice of their religious duties ; for on every 
feast-day, and especially on the festivals of the Holy 
Virgin, their protectress,* the churches are filled 
with people of every class and condition, all wrapped 
in recollection. 5 5 f 

Like other countries, Venice passed through 
many struggles with the Holy See, but these were 
never concerning matters of faith. Even during 

* The Feast of the Annunciation is the anniversary of the 
birth of the capita] city. Hence on the pavement of the 
Church of Santa Maria della Santa we read : u Unde origo , inde 
salus.' n 

f II Forestiere Illuminato della Citta di Venezia.” Venice, 
1771 . 
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her terrible alienation from Rome in the pontificate 
of Paul V., the interdict launched by that Pontiff 
did not throw her, as the Reformers predicted, into 
the ranks of Protestantism. How could such a 
defection have been possible, demands Cantu, 
6 4 when Venice was thoroughly Catholic? Her 
origin, her patrons, her national festivals, the fine 
arts, all proclaimed her such. . . . And,” he con- 
tinues, “let any person of judgment tell us whether 
that religion was likely to perish which was just 
then erecting so many sumptuous churches. When 
the public spirit was so identified with Catholicism, 
could an eminently conservative government have 
dreamed of so radical a revolution? We have 
studied many documents concerning the interdict 
of Venice, and while we have found much boldness 
and much discontent, we have always discerned 
Christian submission and a desire for reconcilia- 
tion.”* 

But this Christian spirit is displeasing to the lib- 
erals of our day, and hence they have re-echoed the 
accusations made against Venice by Bonaparte, the 
chief author of that great crime by which the 
ancient republic was obliterated from the list of 
nationalities. Let the reader judge whether these 
charges were true; whether among all governments, 
that one in which equality before the law most 
flourished, that one which was the most patriotic in 
all Christendom, and that one which lived the long- 
est, was precisely the one which all good people 
should the most detest. 


* “Gli Eretici dTtalia,” vol. iii, p. 18S. Turin, 1866. 


THE LAST WORD ON THE MASSACRE 
OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S DAY. 

“Excidat ilia dies cevo , nee posteva credant 
scecula . — Let this day be lost from time, and pos- 
terity ignore the event/’ Whether these words 
of Statius were applied to this fatal day by the 
Chancellor de THopital, as Voltaire asserts, or by 
the President de Thou, as some contend, no Cath- 
olic will refuse to re-echo them ; but, if well in- 
formed, he will not deem himself obliged to add 
with the poet, “Nos certe taceamus . ” And never- 
theless, it is comparatively but a short time since 
Catholic polemics essayed to answer the allegations 
of Protestant writers concerning this event, so fear- 
ful were they lest they might be suspected of a 
wish to apologize for a horrible crime. We hear 
much of La Barthelemy, but nothing of LaMichelade, 
that frightful massacre at Nunes on St. Michael’s 
Day of 1567, when the Protestants anticipated by 
more than two centuries the horrors of the Carmes 
of the Abbaye (September 2, 1792). Now we pro- 
pose to demonstrate, firstly, that religion had nothing 
to do with this massacre ; secondly, that it was a 
matter of mere worldly policy; thirdly, that it was 
not intended that it should extend beyond Paris; 
fourthly, that it was not long premeditated, but 
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was the effect of impulse ; and fifthly, that the num- 
ber of its victims has been enormously exaggerated. 


I. 


Religion had nothing to do with this massacre. 
In this matter historians have erred in espousing 
the cause of either Protestants or Catholics; to 
use the words of Cantu, “Varillas and Voltaire, 
equally unjust, have provoked the judgment of 
impartial posterity, which weighs them in the 
same scale, and which sees on both sides swords 
dripping with blood, recognizing in this deadly 
struggle not the crimes of a sect or the follies 
of a court or the instigations of fanaticism, but 
the constant passions of humanity.” In the first 
place, one would be led to suspect that zeal 
for the Catholic faith was not the motive for 
the Barthelemy, from the fact that many Cath- 
olics were numbered among the victims, having 
succumbed to personal hate or to avarice. “The 
possession of wealth,” says Mezeray, “an envied 
position, or the existence of greedy heirs, stamped 
a man as a Huguenot.” The governor of Bor- 
deaux systematically ransomed wealthy Catholics 
as well as Protestants. At Bourges a priest 
was murdered ; at La Charite, the wife of a 
Captain Laudas; at Vic, the governor; at Paris, 
Bertrand de Villemer, maitre des requetes, and 
John Rouillard, a canon of Notre-Dame. Again, 
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the characters of Catherine dei Medici and her 
son, Charles IX., were not those of zealots for the 
faith; a critical and impartial historian* has been 
obliged to admit that if it had become necessary 
for the recovery of power, they would have de- 
clared themselves Protestants. But there is more 
than mere suspicion to justify our assertion. We 
know, from the very “Martyrology” of the Calvin- 
ists, what motive actuated the murderers. They 
would show the corpses of their victims, saying, 
6 ‘These are they who would have killed the king.” 
And “the courtiers laughed exultantly, saying that 
at length the war was ended, and they could live in 
peace.” The same author tells us that after the 
massacre, “the parliament of Toulouse published 
the will of the king that no one should molest those 
of the religion, but should rather favor them;” 

* Cantu, “Storia Universale,” b. xv, Note O. “Catherine 
dei Medici, a woman on whom weighs all the hatred of the 
French, who saw incarnated in her Italian cunning and feroc- 
ity, calculated corruption, cold cruelty, and an egotistic policy, 
had been raised among the factions of Tuscany; married for 
policy, unloved by a husband who preferred his mistress to 
her; suddenly exalted above her long debasement; beautiful, 
majestic, in the vigor of life; instructed by misfortune, irri- 
tated by humiliation; absolutely ruling, yet loved by her 
children; unequalled in the art of fascinating the souls of men. 
She did not study the good of a kingdom to which she was 
foreign, nor the preservation of a faith which she had not in 
her heart, but only her own power. Nevertheless, she pre- 
served France from falling to pieces, or from succumbing to a 
tyranny which afflicted Spain. She always wore the widow’s 
weeds; and although she tolerated immorality in others, not 
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and we know that on August 26 a similar edict was 
issued in Paris. Again, Charles IX. needed no 
religious motive to render him furious against the 
Huguenots. They had plotted to kidnap him ; they 
had drawn entire provinces into rebellion, and they 
had introduced foreign troops into France. 

But it is said that Roman cardinals prepared the 
massacre ; the names of Birague and De Retz are 
mentioned. The Roman purple is easily cleared of 
this stain. The former prelate was made a cardinal 
six, and the latter fifteen years after the Barthelemy . 
The poet Chenier, of the school of Voltaire, repre- 
sents, on the operatic stage, the Cardinal of Lor- 
raine as blessing the poniards destined for the 
massacre ; but at that time this prelate was in Rome, 
having been one of the conclave which had chosen 
a successor to St. Pius V. Again, much stress is 

even the calumnious Brantdme ever reproaches her on this 
score. She was so little hostile to the reformed doctrines that 
during her meals she often listened to Calvinist sermons. (See 
Letter of the Nuncio Santa Croce, November 13, 1561.) But 
siuce Philip II., the great enemy of France, was head of the 
Catholic party, France should be allied with the Protestants — 
a policy adopted, in fact, by the last few French monarchs. 
But the Calvinists ceased to be a school, and became a danger- 
ous faction; hence Catherine felt that she could save the 
country only by siding with the Catholic majority. Although 
she hated the Guises, she joined hands with them to supplant 
the constable Anne and Diana. The latter was banished; 
Anne went over to the Bourbons; the King of Navarre re- 
ceived a cool treatment which his weakness deserved, and the 
Guises obtained the highest posts.” 75., c. 24. 
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laid upon the conduct of the Roman court when it 
i heard of the catastrophe. Gregory XIII. pro- 
T ceeded processionally to the church of St. Louis, 
and rendered thanks to Heaven ; he proclaimed a 
Jubilee, and struck medals commemorative of the 
event. The famous Latinist, Mufeto, pronounced 
an encomium on the slaughter before the Sovereign 
Pontiff. But the words of Pope Gregory writing 
d to the king in congratulation for his escape, the 
words of Mureto also, show that the Roman court 
i thanked Almighty God merely for the escape of the 
\ royal family from a Huguenot conspiracy. 

Finally, throughout France, in Paris itself, the 
Catholic masses acted on this occasion in a manner 
which showed that their religion was not a prime 
agent in the affair. On the very night of the 
massacre, Charles IX. sent orders to all the gov- 
ernors of provinces and of cities, to take measures 
to prevent any occurrences like those which had 
just stained the capital. At Lyons, as even the 
Calvinist Martyrology informs us, many of the 
Huguenots were sent for safety to the archiepiscopal 
prison and to the Celestine and Franciscan convents. 
^ And if we are told that some of those who were 
consigned to the archiepiscopal prison fell victims 
to their enemies, we reply, with the same Calvinist 
author, that this outrage was committed during the 
absence and without the knowledge of the' gov- 
ernor; that on his return he put a stop to it, and 
offered a reward of a hundred scudi for the names 


\ 
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of the criminals. This author also tells us that “the 
Calvinists of Toulouse found safety in the con- 
vents.’ 5 At Lisieux the bishop saved many, as the 
martyrologist admits ; * and he also says that ‘ ‘the 
more peaceable Catholics saved forty out of sixty 
who had been seized at the town of Romans ; of the 
twenty others, thirteen were afterward freed, and 
only seven perished, they having many enemies, 
and having borne arms.” Even at Nimes, where 
the Huguenots had twice massacred the Catholics in 
cold blood (in 1567 and 1569), the latter abstained 
from revenge. f Paris also furnished many exam- 
ples of compassion. The Calvinist historian, La 
Popeliniere, a contemporary author, records that 
“among the French nobles who distinguished them- 
selves in saving the lives of many of the confed- 
erates, the greatest good was effected by the dukes 
of Gruise, Aumale, Biron, Bellievre. . . . When 
the people had been told that the Huguenots, in 
order to kill the king, had attacked his body-guards 
and killed over twenty, a further slaughter would 
have been perpetrated, had not many nobles, content 
with the death of the leaders, prevented it; even 
many Italians, armed and mounted, scoured the 
city and suburbs, and gathered many fortunates 


* Cf. also M. de Falloux, in the Correspondant of 1843, pp. 
166-16S. 

f Menard: “Histoire Civile, Eccl., et Lit., de Nimes;” vol. 
v, p. 9. 
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into the security of their own houses. ” * In fine, 
instead of religion having caused this massacre, 
we may conclude with Count Alfred de Falloux 
that, considering the state of men’s minds at that 
time, religion alone could have prevented it. “In- 
stead of a court full of intrigues and adulteries, sup- 
pose that then there was one influenced by the Gos- 
pel; that the law of God guided the powerful; that 
instead of a Catharine and a Charles IX., there had 
reigned a Blanche and a St. Louis ; in such a case 
let us ask our consciences whether this slaughter 
would have been possible.” f 


II. 

The massacre of St. Bartholomew’s Day was an 
affair of worldly policy. The Huguenots had cer- 
tainly been guilty of high-treason. As to Coligny, 
the journal of his receipts and expenses, laid before 
the royal Council and the Parliament, and his other 
papers seized after his death, revealed deeds and 
projects which would have insured his capital con- 
demnation in any country of Christendom. Con- 
cerning these papers Bellievre said to the deputies 
of the Thirteen Cantons: “The king learned from 
them that the admiral had established, in sixteen 


* “Histoire de France de 1550 jusqu’a 1557;” edit. 1581; b. 
xxix, p. 67. 

t Discourse at a scientific congress held at Angers in 1843. 
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provinces, governors, military commanders, and a 
number of counsellors charged with the task of 
keeping the people armed, and of assembling them 
together at his first sign. 5 * Charles IX. wrote to 
Schomberg, his ambassador to Germany, that Coligny 
had more power, “and was better obeyed by those of 
the new religion than I was. By the great authority 
he had usurped over them, he could raise them in 
arms against me whenever he wished, as indeed he 
often proved. Recently he ordered the new religion- 
ists to meet in arms at Melun, near Fontainbleau, 
where I was to be at that time, the third of August. 
He had arrogated so much power to himself that 
I could not call myself a king, but merely a ruler 
of part of my dominions. Therefore, since it 
has pleased God to deliver me from him, I may 
well thank Him for the just punishment He has 
inflicted upon the admiral and his accomplices. I 
could not tolerate him any longer, and I determined 
to give rein to a justice which was indeed extraor- 
dinary, and other than I would have wished, but 
which was necessary in the case of such a man.”* 
Brantome, Tavannes, and Montluc, all courtiers of 
Charles, speak of his fear of Coligny; and Bellievre 
says that “his Majesty told some of his servants, 
myself among the number, that when he found 
himself so threatened, his hair stood on end.” Is 


* Yilleroy: “M^moires Servant a l’Histoire de Notre 
Temps;” vol. iv. The letter to Schomberg is of September 
13, 1572. 
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it likely that any monarch would tamely submit to 
such dictation as Coligny uttered? “Make war on 
Spain, sire, or we wage war against you.”* Ta- 
vannes informs us that the king, speaking one day 
concerning the means at his disposal for a campaign 
in the Netherlands, said that one of his subjects 
(Coligny) had offered him ten thousand men for 
that purpose. Then Tavannes replied: “Sire, you 
ought to cut off the head of any subject who would 
use such language. How dare he offer you what is 
your own? This is a sign that he has corrupted 
these men; that he has gained them over to use 
them, one day, against your Majesty.” 

Many Protestant writers are prone to dilate on 
the virtues of Coligny, but they have not freed him 
from the imputation of having directed the assassin’s 
blow against Duke Francis of Guise. Not merely 
by the deposition of the wretched Poltrot, but by 
the very avowals of the admiral, we are led to 
regard the latter as the instigator of the crime. In 
a letter to the queen-mother, he admitted that “for 
the last five or six months he did not strongly” 
oppose those who showed a wish to kill the Duke; 
and he gave as a reason for his non-opposition, that 
certain persons had tried to kill himself. He did 


* Tavannes: “M&noires d^puis l’an 1530 jusqu’ a Sa Mort 
en 1573, Dressds par Son Fils;” Paris, 1574. — The quotations 
that follow are taken from the “M&noires de Cond£, d^puis la 
Mort de Henri II., jusqu’ au Commencement des Troubles en 
1565;” vol. iv, p. 303; Paris, 1741. 
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not name these persons in the course of his justifica- 
tion, but said that he “would indicate them at a fit- 
ting time.” In his answers he admitted that “Poltrot 
told him that it would be easy to kill the Duke of 
Guise, but that he (Coligny) made no remark, 
because he deemed the matter frivolous;” in fact, 
he “said nothing as to whether he regarded the 
design as good or evil.” In another letter to Cath- 
arine, he spoke of the death of the Duke as “the 
greatest benefit that could accrue to the kingdom 
and to the Church of God, and a personal advantage 
to the king and to the whole family of Coligny.” 
And finally, his course in claiming the right of pre- 
scription, when he fell back on the privileges of the 
Edict of Pacification, would not indicate a conscious- 
ness of innocence. 


III. 

It was not intended that the massacre should ex- 
tend beyond Paris. We learn from Tavannes that 
the popular fury rendered the massacre general, “to 
the great regret of its advisers, they having resolved 
on the death of only the leaders and the factious.” 
They who hold that orders to slaughter the Hugue- 
nots had been sent into the provinces, adduce in 
proof only two letters : one from the Yiscount d’Or- 
thez, governor of Bayonne, to Charles IX. ; and one 
from Catharine to Strozzi, who was watching for an 
opportunity to surprise La Rochelle, one of the four 
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cities accorded to the Calvinists. Now, there is 
very good reason for regarding both these letters as 
unauthentie, and no argument can be urged in their 
favor. The first letter, whatever some authors may 
say, is not found in De Thou, not even in the 
Geneva edition of 1620; and this writer’s Huguenot 
proclivities and his aversion to Charles IX. would 
not have allowed him to overlook it, had he deemed 
it authentic. It is given only by the malevolent 
D’Aubigne in these words: “I commence with Bay- 
onne, where a courier arrived with orders to cut in 
pieces the men, women, and children of Dax, who 
had sought refuge in the prison. The Viscount 
d’Orthez, governor of the frontier, thus replied to 
the king: ‘Sire, I have communicated the order of 
your Majesty to the inhabitants and soldiers of the 
garrison ; and have found them to be good citizens 
and brave warriors, but not executioners. There- 
fore they and I supplicate your Majesty to employ 
them in any possible, even though hazardous, mat- 
ters, 5 55 etc. But the Calvinist martyrologist fur- 
nishes us with reasons for supposing that no such 
orders as the above were expedited, either to 
d’Orthez or to any other governors in the provinces. 
This author, whose work is a veritable “Lives of 
the Saints” for French Protestants, says nothing, 
save in one case, of such instructions ; and certainly 
he was interested in chronicling them, had he known 
of them. But, on the contrary, he tells us that the 
murderers “at Orleans resolved to put their hands 
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to the work without any orders from the governor, 
D’Entragues ;” that those of Bourges “sent Marueil 
in haste to the court, but he returned bearing no 
commands;” that Charles IX. wrote many letters 
to Bordeaux to the effect that he “had not intended 
that execution to extend beyond Paris.” The ex- 
ception to which we have alluded is that of Rouen, 
the Governor of which city, says the martyrologist, 
received orders “to exterminate those of the relig- 
ion;” but this assertion is contradicted, observes 
Barthelemy,* by the inactivity of the governor, and 
by the date of the Rouen murders, which occurred 
nearly a month after those of Paris. 

As for the second letter, that of Catharine to 
Strozzi, no French contemporary or y^em-contem- 
porary historian speaks of it; not even Brantome, 
who was then at Brouage with Strozzi ; and there 
are intrinsic arguments for its rejection. It is sup- 
posed that six months before the massacre, the 
queen-mother wrote to Strozzi, enclosed in another 
to be read at once, a letter which was not to be 
opened until August 24, the fatal day. In this 
reserved document Catharine is said to have written : 
“Strozzi, I inform you that to-day, August 24, the 
admiral and all the Huguenots here present were 
killed. I earnestly request you to make yourself 
master of La Rochelle, and to do as we have done 
to all the Huguenots who fall into your hands. 

* “La Saint-Barthelemy,” in his “Erreurs,” vol. i; Paris, 
1865. 
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Beware of backwardness, as you fear to displease 
the king, my son, and me.” Now, he who would 
regard this letter as genuine must ascribe to Cath- 
arine a gift of prophecy such as few of the saints 
have received. She must have foreseen that Jane 
d’Albret,* Queen of Navarre, an ardent Huguenot, 
would consent to the marriage of her son, Henry 
de Bourbon, with Margaret de Valois. She must 
have known that Pope St. Pius V., who would not 
grant the necessary dispensation, would soon die, 
and that Gregory XIII. would concede it. She 
must also have seen Coligny and his followers madly 
confiding in the affectionate disposition of Charles 
IX. ; the admiral ignoring the warnings of the 
Rochellois and other Huguenots; the crime of 
Maurevert failing to cause the flight of the future 
victims; and, finally, the certainty of no impru- 
dence on the part of Strozzi, or perhaps his death, 
revealing her letter to the Calvinists. We decline, 
therefore, to accept as authentic either the letter 
from d’Orthez or that to Strozzi. 


* Jane d’Albret, Queen of Navarre, married in 1548 Anthony 
de Bourbon, Duke of Vendome, a lineal descendant of Robert, 
Count of Clermont, son of St. Louis; this latter having married 
Beatrice, daughter of Archambault de Bourbon. On the death 
of Anthony, in 1562, Jane embraced Calvinism. Her son, the 
great Henry of Navarre, becoming Henry IY. of France in 
1589, definitively united France and Navarre. 
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IV. 

The massacre was not the result of long premedi- 
tation. The rejection of the aforesaid letters does 
away with one of the strongest arguments which 
militate against this position. The contemporary 
historians, Capilupi, Masson, Tavannes, Castelnau, 
and others, are said to declare that the massacre was 
planned at the conference held at Bayonne in 1565, 
between Catharine and the Duke of Alva. But 
these authors speak only of a general agreement 
as to mutual aid in extirpating heresy; when any of 
them mention any sanguinary advice on the part of 
Alva, it is to be noted that they do not say that he 
counselled a massacre, but that the Huguenot leaders 
should be “arrested and executed.” Now listen to 
the testimony of Queen Margaret, sister of Charles 
IX. In her “Memoires” she says that the massacre 
was designed because of the Huguenot resolution 
to avenge the wounding of Coligny; and that her 
brother was with difficulty persuaded to consent to 
it, and only when “he had been made to realize that 
otherwise his crown and life were lost.” Then we 
have the testimony of the Duke d’ Anjou, the king’s 
brother, drawn from a MS. of the Royal Library by 
Cavairac. This prince had been elected King of 
Poland in 1573, and while on his way thither he was 
often insulted by Huguenot refugees. He was so 
affected by their curses that he could not sleep, and 
on one occasion the horrors of St. Bartholomew’s 
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Day so oppressed him that he summoned his physi- 
cian and favorite, Miron, that he might relieve his 
mind. Then the duke detailed all the circumstances 
of the massacre, and plainly showed that it was a 
sudden conception. We give a synopsis of this 
testimony. 44 I have called you,” said the prince to 
Miron, 4 6 to share my restlessness, which is caused 
by my remembrance of the Barthelemy, concerning 
which event perhaps you have never heard the 
truth.” Then the duke narrated how he and the 
queen-mother had observed that Coligny had preju- 
diced the king’s mind against them; that when, 
after any audience accorded to the admiral, they ap- 
proached his Majesty, “to speak of business or even 
of his own pleasures, they would find him with a 
forbidding countenance,” and he would show no 
respect to his mother and no kindness to Anjou. 
One day the prince approached the monarch just as 
Coligny had withdrawn; and Charles would not 
speak to him, but walked furiously up and down 
with his hand upon his dagger, looking askance at 
the prince, so that the latter feared for his life, 
“and deemed himself lucky to get safely out of the 
room.” Anjou now consulted Catharine, and 4 They 
resolved to rid themselves of the admiral.” They ( 
took Mine, de Nemours into their confidence, 44 on 
account of her hatred for Coligny;” and they sent 
at once for a certain Gascon captain, but did not 
make use of him, because he assured them too 
readily of his good-will, 4 4 and without any reserva- 
tion of persons.” Then they thought of Maure- 
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vert, as “one experienced in assassination;” but 
they could influence him only by representing that 
the admiral was bent on avenging the death of 
Moul, whom Maurevert had lately murdered. Mme. 
de Nemours put one of her houses at their disposal ; 
and when the attempt failed, “they were com- 
pelled to look to their own safety.” When Charles 
wished to see the admiral, they determined to be 
present at the interview; and the wounded man 
having been admitted to a private conference with 
the king, “they retired to a distance, and became 
very suspicious, especially since they saw themselves 
in the midst of over two hundred of the admiral’s 
followers, who, with ferocious countenances, con- 
stantly passed them with little show of respect.” 
Catharine soon put an end to the colloquy under the 
specious pretext of care for Coligny’s health, and 
then tried to learn from her son the purport of the 
admiral’s remarks. At first Charles refused; but, 
being pressed, he swore “by death/’ and brusquely 
declared that “all Coligny had said was true,” and 
that he had reproached the king with being a mere 
cipher in the hands of his mother. “This touched 
them to the quick,” and the queen-mother “feared 
some change in the government of the kingdom;” 
but “for some hours they could come to no deter- 
mination.” The next day Anjou and his mother 
deliberated “as to the means of getting rid of the 
admiral.” After dinner they waited on Charles, 
and Catharine “told the king that the Huguenots 
were rising in arms ; that the leaders were enrolling 
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troops in the provinces; that Coligny had procured 
ten thousand cavalry from Germany and as many 
Swiss; that these dangers could be obviated only 
by the death of the admiral and of the chief lead- 
ers of the Huguenot faction.” Tavannes, Birague, 
and De Nevers corroborated these assertions ; and 
the king “became furious, but nevertheless would 
not at first hear of any injury to Coligny.” He 
asked each one for his individual opinion ; and all 
agreed with Catharine “except the Marshal de Betz, 
who deceived our hopes,” saying that “if any one 
ought to hate the admiral, he was one, since Coligny 
had defamed his race throughout Europe ; but that 
he would not revenge himself by means dishonor- 
able to the king and country.” But no one sec- 
onded De Betz, and “we soon observed a sudden 
change in the king.” The rest of the day was 
devoted to the details of the terrible enterprise. 
The Duke of Guise was entrusted with the death 
of Coligny. Toward the dawn of day, the king, 
Catharine, and Anjou were standing at a window, 
when they heard the report of a pistol, and fell 
back in horror. They sent to revoke the order 
given to Guise, but it was too late.* 

Such, according to the Duke of Anjou, is the 
inner history of the Barthelemy ; and although the 
prince was brother to Charles IX., we hold that his 


* Cavairac: “Dissertation sur la Journ£e de la Saint-Bar- 
th^lemy;” 1758. 
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testimony is valuable. No one will deny that he 
knew all the circumstances of the massacre; and 
what had he to gain by deceiving Miron ? Certainly 
not self-justification ; for he painted himself in the 
darkest colors. And he could not have wished to 
conciliate the Poles, his future subjects ; for Miron 
could not effect such conciliation; and, again, the 
Polish representatives had already shown by their 
unanimous vote that such a course was superfluous. 
And now to the testimonies of Margaret and Henry 
de Valois add those of three celebrated contempo- 
rary historians — the hostile Brantome, the Protest- 
ant LaPopeliniere, and Mathieu. Brantome, when 
treating of Catherine dei Medici, says of Coligny’s 
aspersions against that queen: “Behold the cause 

of his death, and of that of his followers, as I learned 
it from those who knew it well ; although many be- 
lieve that the fuse was laid sometime previous/’ 
La Popeliniere gives the arguments for and against 
the supposition of premeditation, and inclines to 
the latter view. Mathieu says that he understood 
from Henry IV. that Catherine informed Villeroy, 
her confidant, that the massacre was unpremedi- 
tated. Finally, it may be observed with Cavairac 
that, if long prepared, this tragedy would have been 
executed simultaneously, or nearly so, throughout 
France ; and most Protestants believe that it was so 
effected. But at Meaux the slaughter happened on 
August 25, at La Charite on the 26th, at Orleans 
on the 27th, at Saumur and Angers on the 29th, at 
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Lyons on the 30tli, at Troyes on September 2, at 
Bruges on the 14th, at Rouen on the 17th, at 
Romans on the 20th, at Toulouse on the 25th, at 
Bordeaux not until October 23. 

But in reply to all the above proofs of the non- 
premeditation of the massacre, it has been alleged 
that Sir Henry Austin Layard, President of the 
London Huguenot Society, discovered facts which 
caused him to come to the conclusion that ‘ ‘there 
can not be a doubt that Pius V. had instigated 
Charles and the queen-mother to exterminate the 
Huguenots, and that Salviati had been instructed 
to press the matter upon them.” Thus the Hon. 
John Jay, addressing the American Huguenot So- 
ciety in its annual meeting on April 13, 1888. But 
long before Layard was heard of, Lingard had in- 
vestigated the real connection of the nuncio Salviati 
with the massacre, and had judged that the event 
was not premeditated. While Chateaubriand was 
ambassador at the papal court (1828-30) he pro- 
cured a copy of the correspondence of Pope Gregory 
XIII. with his nuncio Salviati, and sent it to Mack- 
intosh, who used it in his “History of England.” 
This correspondence proves that at the time of the 
massacre Salviati knew nothing of the designs of 
the French court. We transcribe Lingard 5 s synop- 
sis of these letters: “On August 24 he (Salviati) 

wrote an account of the occurrence in ordinary 
characters (evidently under the notion that in such 
circumstances his dispatch would probably be inter- 
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cepted and opened on the road) ; but to this he 
added another and real statement of the case in 
cipher: that the queen-regent, in consequence of 
the ascendency which gave to Coligny in a manner 
the government of the kingdom ( quasi governava ), 
consulted with the Duchess of Nemours, and re- 
solved to rid herself of his control by the assassina- 
tion of the admiral. The Duke of Guise provided 
the assassin ; the Duke of Anjou, but not the king, 
was privy to the attempt. The queen, however, 
when she saw that the admiral would not die of his 
wound, and considered the danger to which she was 
now exposed, alarmed also by her own consciousness, 
and by the threatening speeches of the whole body 
of the Huguenots, who would not believe that the 
arquebuse had been discharged by an assassin em- 
ployed by the Duke of Alva, as she had persuaded 
herself that she could make them believe, had 
recourse to the king, and exhorted him to adopt 
the plan of the general* massacre which followed. 
It appears that the cardinal-secretary, in his answer 
to this dispatch, probably on account of the different 
reports current in Rome, put to the nuncio several 
questions respecting the cause, the authors, and the 
circumstances of the massacre. Salviati, in reply, 
wrote two notes on September 22. In the first he 
says: ‘With regard to the three points: (1) who 

* The words of Salviati do not necessarily imply, as Lin- 
gard would infer, that the slaughter was to he “general.” 
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it was that caused, and for what reason that person 
caused, the arquebuse to be discharged at the 
admiral; (2) and who it was to whom the subse- 
quent resolution of so numerous a massacre must be 
ascribed; (3) and who were the executors of the 
massacre, with the names of the principal leaders; 
I know that I have already sent you an account, and 
that in that account I have not fallen into the least 
error. If I have omitted to mention some other 
particulars, the chief reason is the difficulty of 
coming at the truth in this country. 5 This passage 
was written in ordinary characters ; but he wrote the 
same day in cipher the following repetition of his 
former statement : ‘Time will show whether there 
be any truth in all the other accounts which you 
may have read, of the wounding and death of the 
admiral, that differ from what I wrote to you. The 
queen-regent, having grown jealous of him, came to 
a resolution a few days before , and caused the arque- 
buse to be discharged at him without the knowledge 
of the king , but with the participation of the Duke 
of Anjou, of the Duchess of Nemours and of her 
son, the Duke of Guise. Had he died immediately, 
no one else would have perished. But he did not 
die, and they began to expect some great evil; 
wherefore, closeting themselves in consultation with 
the king, they determined to throw shame aside, 
and to cause him (Coligny) to be assassinated with 
the others.; a determination which was carried into 
execution that very night. 5 Evidence more satisfac- 
tory than this we can not desire, if we consider 
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the situation of the writer, the object for which 
he wrote, and the time and opportunity which he 
possessed of correcting any error which might have 
crept into his previous communication; and from 
this evidence it plainly follows that the general 
massacre was not originally contemplated, but grew 
out of the unexpected failure of the attempt already 
made on the life of the admiral.” 

Mr. Jay introduces his arguments under the 
auspices of Baron Acton, whom he carefully notes 
as “a very distinguished Roman Catholic historian, 
who so admirably represents the honorable mem- 
bers of that faith who reject the doctrines and 
methods of the Jesuits.” * He tells us that Acton 
furnished the London Times of November 26, 
1874, with a translation of some Italian letters 
from Salviati to his Roman superiors, which prove 
that religion had very much to do with the 
massacre. On September 22, 1572, a month after 
the tragedy, the nuncio is represented as commu- 
nicating to the king the desire of his Holiness, 


* Since many very good Catholics have rejected certain, 
teachings of certain Jesuits, just as other good Catholics have 
rejected certain teachings of other schools, this remark might 
be allowed to pass. But coming from Mr. Jay, this sentence 
would indicate, even to those who are unacquainted with Ac- 
ton’s career, that his .“liberal Catholicism” was impatient of 
all control. And at the time of his letter to the London paper, 
the quondam Catholic editor had thrown off his allegiance to 
the centre of unity, had joined the “Old Catholic” heresy, and 
was no more of a Catholic than is Mr. Jay himself. 
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“for the great glory of God, and the greatest wel- 
fare of France, to see all the heretics of the king- 
dom exterminated.” And on October 11 the same 
Salviati is said to have declared that the Pope had 
experienced “an infinite joy and great consolation 
in learning that his Majesty had commanded him 
(Salviati) to write that he hoped that in a little 
while France would have no more Huguenots.” 
Well, what does all this prove? One who is ac- 
quainted with the epistolary style of the Roman 
Curia will not be frightened at the use, in the first 
dispatch, of a word which Acton translated into 
“exterminated.” Every bishop is sworn to “extir- 
pate heresy;” but who believes that the American 
hierarchy is ready, if it had the power, to inaugurate 
another Barthelemy? We, too, sincerely pray that 
the day will soon come when this Republic will have 
no more Protestants ; but is not the American 
priesthood full of that material out of which the 
Catholic Church forms a St. Vincent de Paul, a St. 
Philip Neri, and a Don Bosco ? 

V. 

The number of the victims of the massacre has 
been greatly exaggerated. It is remarkable that in 
proportion to their distance in time from this event, 
authors increase the number of the slaughtered. 
Thus, Masson gives it as 10,000; the Calvinist 
martyrologist as about 15,000; the Calvinist, La 
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Popeliniere, as more than 20,000; De Thou, the 
apologist of the Huguenots, as 30,000 “or a little 
less;” the Huguenot Sully as 70,000; Perefixe, 
a Catholic bishop, as 100,000. From this last 
number to 2,000, the figures established by Cavairac, 
the difference is immense. Now, if we will com- 
pare the authority, in this particular matter, of 
Masson with that of Perefixe, we shall opine that 
the former’s estimate is the correct one. Masson 
did not wish to hide from posterity the true num- 
ber of the slain; he openly laments that Calvinism 
was not destroyed by this great blow; he labors 
much in gathering apparent proofs that the mas- 
sacre was long premeditated. Therefore he would 
have cheerfully recorded a larger number of victims, 
if truth had allowed him. Perefixe, however, had 
an interest in exaggerating the effects of a policy 
of cruelty; preceptor to the young Louis XIV., 
he might, remarks Barthelemy, have too readily 
accorded credence to the largest estimate of the 
victims of an event which he offered to the exe- 
cration of his pupil. But our attention is princi- 
pally claimed by the calculations of the Calvinist 
martyrologist. When this interested author speaks 
in general terms, he puts the victims at 30,000; 
when he goes into details, he presents us 15,168; 
when he gives their names, he can furnish only 
786. Now, we must suppose that this writer, 
engaged upon the pious work of perpetuating the 
memory of those whom he regarded as martyrs 
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for “the religion,” as his title-page announces, 
took every care to discover their names ; and the 
zeal and vanity of their friends would have helped 
him. Nevertheless, he could name only 786. We 
do not believe that this number includes ail the 
victims of the massacre; but we do contend that 
the martyrologist’s estimate by cities and villages, 
15,168, is an exaggeration. He designates the 
victims in Paris as 10,000, but his details show 
only 468; it is not unlikely therefore, conjectures 
Barthelemy, that a zero slipped into his Paris total, 
and that it should be made 1,000. This, indeed, is 
the opinion of the Calvinist La Popeliniere, and it 
is confirmed by a bill at the Hotel de Ville of Paris, 
which indicates that 1,100 were buried in the 
suburbs. We regard, therefore, as nearly correct 
the assertion of La Popeliniere that the victims in 
Paris were about 1,000 in number; and since it is 
generally conceded that the slain in all the other 
parts of France together were less numerous than 
in Paris, it would appear that Cavairac did not err 
when he declared that all the victims of St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Day amounted to about 2,000 persons. 

The reader will doubtless expect us to allude 
to the charge made against Charles IX., of having 
taken an actively personal part in the massacre. 
Voltaire makes much of the accusation that the 
monarch fired on the Huguenots from a balcony 
in the Louvre.* Prudhomme represents Charles 


* “Essay on the Civil Wars” — “Henriade,” in the Notes. 
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as leaving a game of billiards for this purpose.* * * § 
This charge is founded only on the assertions of 
Brantome, who, according to his own admission, 
was a hundred leagues from Paris on the day 
of the massacre ;f and of D’Aubigne, who says 
that he left the capital three days before the 
event. t Sully, a Calvinist who was present and 
barely saved his life, says nothing in his “Me- 
moires” of the king’s intervention. Again, that 
part of the Louvre from which Charles is said 
to have fired an arquebuse, ‘and to mark which 
with infamy the Commune of 1793 erected 66 un 
poteau infamant” was not built until nearly the 
end of the reign of Henry IV., over thirty years 
after the Barthelemy. Finally, the accusation 
against Charles IX. is refuted by a Huguenot 
pamphlet of 1579 — that is, written twenty-five 
years before the narrative of Brantome, and 
thirty-seven before that of D’Aubigne. In this 
work, entitled “A Tocsin against the Murderers 
and the Authors of Discord in France,” § we 
read: 6 fi Although one might suppose that so 
great a carnage would have satiated the cruelty 
of the young king, of a woman, and of many of 
their courtiers, they seem to have grown more sav- 
age as the work approached their own eyes. The 

* “Revolutions de Paris.” 

f “CEuvres,” edit. 1779, vol. i, p. 62. 

t “M^moires,” edit. Lalanne, p. 23. 

§ Published in the “Archives” of Cimber & Danjou. 
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king showed no diminution of zeal; for although 
he did not use his own hands in the massacre , 
nevertheless, being at the Louvre, he ordered that 
according as the work, advanced in the city, the 
names of the killed and of the prisoners should be 
brought to him, that* die might decide as to whom to 
spare. 95 And Brantome himself shows the small 
value of his assertions concerning the massacre, 
when he tells us that the king “wished only Master 
Ambrose Pare, his chief surgeon, to be spared. 99 * 
We know from the “Memoires" of Margaret de 
Valois that Charles wished to spare LaNoue, Telig- 
ny, La Rochefoucauld, and even Coligny; and the 
writings of Pare show that this surgeon was a de- 
vout Catholic, and that, therefore, there was no need 
for anxiety in his regard on the part of the king. 
The Catholicism of Pare is also proved by the fact 
of the interment of his body in the church of St. 
Andre-des-Arts, of which the famous leaguer Aubry 
was pastor, f 

In conclusion, we would say with Louis Veuillot 
that Catholics generally adduce the extenuating 
circumstances of the Barthelemy with too great 
timidity. Catharine dei Medici was a freethinker 
of the Macchiavellian school, provoked by Calvinist 

* ‘ -Homines Illustres,” in the Discourses on “Coligny” 
and “Charles IX.” 

t See the introduction of Malgaigne to the “CEuvres” of 
Par 6 . 
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sedition; and since she could not otherwise pre- 
serve her power or even save her head, she adopted 
the policy of assassination. In the whole affair the 
Catholic faith was conspicuous for its absence ; the 
executioners were no more influenced by it than the 
victims. God, says Bossuet, often chastises crimes 
by other crimes. The ninth Thermidor, says M. de 
Maistre, witnessed the slaughter of certain mon- 
sters by others of the same sort. Just like the 
ninth Thermidor, the Barthelemy was a human 
wickedness and a divine justice. 


THE MIDDLE AGE NOT A STARLESS 
NIGHT. 


We frequently hear that in the Middle Age the 
clergy systematically kept the laity in ignorance ; 
that even the nobility were so uncultivated, that 
in the public records of those times it is quite 
common to meet the clause: “And the said lord 
declares that he knows not howto sign [his name], 
because of his condition of gentleman Charle- 
magne himself, it is said, could not write. But are 
these allegations true? In the early period of the 
Middle Age, ignorance was undoubtedly the lot of 
the warriors who became the progenitors of most of 
the European nobles; but when these barbarians 
had become Christians and members of civilized 
society, is it true that they generally remained in 
that ignorance? 

The learned Benedictine, Cardinal Pitra,* has 
proved that in nearly all monasteries there were 
two kinds of schools — the internal, for the youth 
who wished to become religious ; and the external, 
for the children who showed no such vocation. 
And do we not know how Abelard’s retreat, the 
Paraclete, was filled with hundreds of young lay- 
men, zealous for knowledge? Vincent of Beauvais 

* la his “Histoire de St. Leger.” 
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(y. 1250) writes that 64 the sons of the nobility 
need to acquire expensive learning;” and Giles 
of Rome (1290) says that “the children of kings 
and of great lords must have masters to teach 
them all science, and especially a knowledge of 
Latin.” The nobles are said to have despised 
learning, but we know that they were very zealous 
in founding schools. Thus at Paris alone six col- 
leges were established by noble laymen ; that of 
Laon, in 1313, by Guy of Laon and Raoul de 
Presles; that of Presles, in 1313, by this Raoul; 
that of Boncourt, in 1357, by Peter de Flechinel; 
that of the Ave Maria, in 1336, by John of Hu- 
baut; that of La Marche, in 1362, by William de 
la Marche; that of the Grassins, in 1369, by Peter 
d’Ablon. The researches of Du Boulai, of Crevier, 
and in our own day, of Beaurepaire, show how 
untrue is the assertion that the mediaeval laity 
were plunged in woful ignorance. In the thirteenth 
century, at least, all the peasants of Normandy 
could read and write, carried writing materials at 
their girdles, and many of them were no strangers 
to Latin. Bertrand de Born, William of Aquitaine, 
and Bernard of Ventadour, bear witness that then 
at least the nobles of France were no more hostile 
to letters than the peasants were, and that they 
shared in the poetical movement of the South. 
The first chroniclers who wrote in French were 
nobles and laymen — Villehardouin and Joinville. 
In 1337 we find the scions of the first families 
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following the courses of the University of Orleans. 
As to the documents which they are said to have 
been unable to sign, “because of their condition of 
gentlemen,” such papers do not exist, and no pale- 
ographer has yet unearthed one containing the 
alleged formula. Certainly, in order to obtain some 
proof of this mediaeval ignorance, some have had 
recourse to the crosses traced at the foot of doc- 
uments of the eleventh and twelfth centuries, and 
to the absence of signatures in those of the thir- 
teenth. “But this pretended proof can not stand 
the tests of diplomatic science,” remarks M. Louan- 
dre. “In those days deeds were not authenticated 
by written names, but by crosses and seals. The 
most ancient royal signatures are of no earlier date 
than that of Charles Y. (of France),” who died 
in 1380.* 

Even in the early Middle Age every cathedral, 
and nearly every monastery, had its school and 
library, in accordance with canonical enactments. 
Hallam admits that “the praise of having originally 
established schools belongs to some bishops and 
abbots of the sixth century;” but — at least so 
far as Ireland is concerned — it is yertain that 
her schools were celebrated throughout Europe in 
the fifth century. As to the Continent, we find 
the Council of Yaison recommending, in 529, the 
institution of free parochial schools. To mention 

* In the “Revue des Deux Mondes” for Jan. 15, 1877, p. 
452. 
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only a few of similar decrees, there is a canon 
of the Third General Council of Constantinople, 
in 680, commanding priests to have free schools 
in all country places ; one of a Synod of Orleans, 
in 800, ordering the parochial clergy “to teach 
little children with the greatest kindness, receiv- 
ing no compensation, save the voluntary offerings 
of parents;” one of Mentz, in 813, commanding 
parents to send their children “to the schools in 
the monasteries or in the houses of the parish 
clergy;” one of Rome, in 826, prescribing schools 
in every suitable place. 

As to higher education, not only was it not neg- 
lected, but the most celebrated universities were 
founded and perfected in the “dark” ages. Most 
renowned was the Irish school of Benchor (Bangor) 
with its thousands of scholars, and the other Irish 
establishments at Lindisfarnein England, at Bobbio 
in Italy, at Verdun in France, and at Wurzburg, 
Ratisbon, Erfurt, Cologne, and Vienna, in Germany. 
The great University of Bologna, an outgrowth of 
the school for law there established by Theodosius 
II. in the fifth century, became so famous under 
Irnerius (d. 1140) that of foreigners alone more 
than ten thousand thronged its halls."' The Univer- 


* The University of Bologna was a corporation of scholars 
who were divided into two great “nations’’ — Cismontanes 
(Italiaus), and Ultramontanes (foreigners) — each having its 
own rector, who must have taught law for five years and have 
been a student of the University, and could not be a monk or 
friar . The students elected this rector, and none of the pro- 
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sity of Padua frequently numbered eighteen thou- 
sand students. Famous also were the Universities 
of Rome, Pavia, Naples, and Perugia; of Paris; of 
Alcala, Salamanca, and Valladolid; of Oxford and 
Cambridge. In Germany the thirteenth century 
was an unfortunate one for letters. Leibnitz says 
that the tenth was golden compared with the thir- 
teenth; Heeren calls it most unfruitful; Meiners 
constantly deplores it; Eichorn designates it as 
“wisdom degenerated into barbarism.” But the 
fourteenth century brought a change to the Ger- 
mans. The University of Vienna was founded in 
1364; that of Heidelberg in 1386 ; of Erfurt, 1392; 
of Leipsic, 1409; of Wurzburg, T410; of Rostock, 
1419; of Louvain, 1425; of Treves, 1454; of 
Freiburg, 1456; of Basel, 1459; of Ingolstadt, 
1472; Tubingen and Metz, 1477; Cologne, 1483. 
Gerard Groot, a student of Paris, founded in 1376, 
at Deventer, his birthplace, an order whose mem- 
bers were sworn to help the poor, either by their 
manual labor or by gratuitous instruction. “Very 
soon this order,” says Cantu, “associating thus the 
two passions of that time — piety and study, — taught 
trades and writing in those monasteries which were 
called of St. Jerome, or of the Good Brethren, or of 
the Common Life ; while in other places it kept 
schools of writing and of mechanics for poor chil- 

fessors had a voice in the assembly unless they had previously 
been rectors. However, in the faculty of theology the profes- 
sors governed. Popes Gregory IX., Boniface VIII., Clement 
V., and John XXH., addressed their Decretals “to the doctors 
and scholars of Bologna,” 
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dren. To others it taught Latin, Greek, Hebrew, 
Mathematics, and Fine Arts. In 1433 it had forty- 
five houses, and in 1460 thrice that number. 
Thomas a Kempis transported the system to St. 
Agnes, near Zwolle, where were formed the apos- 
tles of classic literature in Germany: Maurice, 

Count of Spiegelberg, and Rudolph Langius, after- 
ward prelates; Anthony Liber, Louis Dringenberg, 
Alexander Hagius, and Rudolph Agricola.” 

As to the pretended ignorance of Charlemagne, 
we prefer more ancient and more reliable authority 
than that of Voltaire, the author of this assertion.* 
In the ‘ 4 Acts” of the Council of Fisme, held in 
881, we read that the members exhorted King 
Louis III. “to imitate Charlemagne, who used to 
place tablets under his pillow, that he might take 
note of whatever came to his mind during the 
night which would profit the Church, or conduce 
to the prosperity of his kingdom.” It was the 
celebrated Hincmar who, in the name of the Coun- 
cil, drew up these “Acts” of Fisme; and certainly 
he is good authority in this matter, for he had 
passed much of his life in the society of Louis 
the Compliant, a son of Charlemagne. But is not 

* Voltaire makes this charge four different times, but in 
contradictory terms. In his “Essai sur les Mceurs,” in the 
Introduction, he says that Charlemagne “did not know how 
to write his name.” In chapter xix he adduces Eginhard to 
this effect. In the “Annales de rEmpire” he says that “it is 
not likely that this Frankish King, who could not write a 
running hand , could compose Latin verses;” and in another 
place of the same work he says that the monarch “could not 
write his name ivell.” 
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the testimony of Eginhard, son-in-law of Charle- 
magne, to be preferred to that of the prelates of 
Fisme? Sismondi, who admits the extraordinary 
learning of the great Emperor, is so impressed by 
the words of Eginhard, that he concludes that the 
monarch acquired his knowledge by means of oral 
teaching. We would prefer the authority of the 
bishops of France headed by Hincmar, to that of 
Eginhard; but the two testimonies do not conflict. 
Eginhard says: 6 ‘He tried to write, and he used to 
keep tablets under the pillows of his bed, so that, 
when time permitted, he could accustom his hand 
to the forming of letters ; but he had little success 
in a task difficult in itself, and assumed so late 
in life.”* Eginhard admits, then, that Charle- 
magne had some success in his endeavors. We 
know, too, that he could form his monogram;! 

* “Tentabat et scribere, tabellasque et codicillos ad hoc 
in lecticulo sub cervicalibus circumferre solebat, ut cum 
vacuum tempus esset, manum effigiandis litteris assuefaceret ; 
sed parum prosper e successit labor praeposterus ac sero in- 
choatus.” 

f In the space occupied by a IT he put the other letters of 
his name, “Karolus:” 


In Papal letters of the Middle Ages we often meet the mon- 
ogram of “Bene valete:” 


R 

K— S 
L 
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and Lambecius, the erudite secretary of Christina 
of Sweden, speaks of a manuscript of St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans “corrected by the Emperor’s 
own hand.”* * * § We are therefore led to accept 
that interpretation of Eginhard’s remark which 
is given by Lambecius, and since that critic’s time 
by the best commentators, such as Michelet,! 
Henri Martin,! and Guizot ;§ to the effect that 
there is therein no question of writing in general, 
but merely of a running hand. In fine, Charle- 
magne could write by means of what we style 
square or printed characters; he found it difficult 
to write a running hand; in other words, he could 
write, but he was not a caligrapher. Ampere 
opines that the monarch tried to excel in the art 
of illuminating manuscripts, — that is, of painting 
the majuscule letters which so excite the admiration 
of moderns. 


* “Commentaria in Bibl. Cses. Vindob.,” b. ii, c. 5. 
Vienna, 1655. 

t “Histoire de France,” edit. 1835, vol. i, p. 332. 

t “Histoire de France,” edit. 1855, vol. ii, p. 292. — “It 
would be strange indeed if this great man, who was versed in 
astronomy and in Greek, and who labored to correct the text 
of the Four Gospels, was unable to write.” 

§ “Histoire de France, Raconffie h Mes Petits-Enfants,” 
vol. i, p. 228. Paris, 1872. — “It has been doubted whether he 
could write, and a passage of Eginhard might authorize the 
doubt; but when I consider other testimonies, and even this 
very remark of Eginhard, I incline to the belief that Charle- 
magne wrote with difficulty and not very well.” 
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Since Eginhard is adduced to prove the ignorance 
of Charlemagne, it is well to note what this chron- 
icler tells us, in the same chapter, about the Empe- 
ror’s learning. Charlemagne spoke Latin fluently 
and with elegance; Greek was familiar to him, 
although his pronunciation of it was defective. He 
was passionately fond of the fine arts. He drew 
to his court the wisest men of the day — e. g ., Peter 
of Pisa and Alcuin, and very soon he nearly equalled 
his masters in their respective branches. He began 
the composition of a Teutonic grammar, and he 
undertook a version of the New Testament based 
on the Greek and Syriac texts. He understood 
perfectly the intricacies of liturgy, psalmody, the 
Gregorian Chant, etc. During his meals he listened 
to the reading of histories ; he was especially fond 
of St. Augustine’s “City of God.” He preferred 
to attend the schools he had founded, rather than 
any kind of amusement. Furthermore and finally, 
he compelled his daughters, as well as his sons, to 
cultivate the fine arts. 

In this so badly understood epoch, flourished 
Abelard, Dante, Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas. 
It is true that the hunting and soldiering barbarians 
at first disdained the peaceful triumphs of letters, 
and regarded the fine arts as a disgracef ul inherit- 
ance of the people they had conquered ; that for a 
time even the olden subjects — of the secular order 
— of Eome lost taste for the sublime and the beau- 
tiful. But then science found friends in the sanc- 
tuary and in the cloister; and the clergy preserved, 
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as a sacred deposit, the traditions of literature and 
art. As for moral science, have modern times sur- 
passed SS. Anselm and Peter Damain, Lanfranc 
or Peter Lombard? As for practical science and 
the arts, are we much more advanced than our 
mediaeval ancestors ? We will here mention a few 
of the inventions and improvements which we owe 
to these compassionated men : 

I. — The paper on which we write (linen) is, 
according to Hallam, an invention of the year 1100 ; 
and cotton paper was used in Italy in the tenth 
century. Casiri, drawing up a catalogue of the 
Escurial Library, says that most of its mediaeval 
manuscripts are of rag-paper, or chartaceos , as he 
styles them in contradistinction to the membran- 
eous and cotton ones. He cites the “Aphorisms” 
of Hippocrates in a paper codex of the year 1100, 
but does not deem it remarkable. Venerable Peter 
of Cluny, in a treatise against the Jews, speaks of 
books made from the shreds of old clothes. 

II. — The art of printing, or rather the press , 
was invented in 1436, either by Lawrence Coster, 
a priest of the Cathedral of Harlem and a xylo- 
graph printer, or by the artist Gansfleish, called 
Gutenberg;* but printing by hand was done in the 


* The Abb6 le Noir, in his re-arrangement of Bergier’s 
“Dictionary,” analyzes the known facts concerning this in- 
vention, and thus concludes: “Coster, we believe, invented 
and first employed movable types. Gutenberg came across 
Coster’s plans, perfected them, and with invincible patience 
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tenth century. The “Chronicles of Feltre” tell us 
that Panfilio Castaldi, a humanist of that city, 
taught his disciple Faust, in 1436, the use of mov- 
able types. Stereotyping, now the perfection of 
printing, was practised by Coster; though of course 
he knew of no way of casting the plates. 

III. — That music may now be called a science is 
due to an Italian monk, Guido of Arezzo, who 
determined the scale, hitherto uncertain, in 1124. 
His “solmization” — or the use of the ut 9 re , mi^fa, 
sol , la — was signified by means of the words of the 
first verses of the Vesper hymn for the Feast of 
St. John the Baptist. Before the time of Pope 
Gregory the Great (el. 590), the Italians used an 
alphabetical notation composed of the first fifteen 
letters ; but that Pontiff reduced them to the first 
seven for the diatonic scale, distinguishing the 
octaves by capitals for the lower, and small letters 
for the upper. Ughelli proves, in his “Sacred 
Italy,” that the Italians used pneumatic organs in 
the ninth century. 

IV. — In the twelfth century, the mariners of 
Amalfi first applied the knowledge of the loadstone 
to navigation, thus enabling subsequent Italian nav- 
igators to prosecute geographical discovery. 

tried to execute them on a grand scale. But, constantly need- 
ing funds, he was forced to put himself into the hands of an 
adroit banker, Faust, who played upon him the trick he him- 
self had played upon Coster : appropriated the invention and 
gathered the profits.” 
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V. — It is amusing to learn that in those days 
of alleged ignorance, and hence of presumed 
neglect of study, one of the most important aids 
to study should have been invented. To enable 
persons of defective eyesight to read, the ancients 
used a sphere filled with water; but about 1285 
a monk of Pisa, named Salvino d’Armato, invented 
spectacles. In a sermon preached in Florence on 
February 23, 1305, the celebrated friar, Giordano 
di Rivalta, said: 4 4 Only twenty years ago were 
spectacles invented ; I knew and conversed with the 
inventor. ” 

VI. — By a people’s language we can surely judge 
of their refinement and intellectual calibre. Hum- 
boldt may have erred when he pronounced that 
grammatical forms are not the fruit of the progress 
made by a nation in the analysis of thought ; but he 
was right in saying that these forms 44 are results of 
the manner in which a nation considers and treats 
its language.” And we are asked to believe that 
the densest ignorance and the grossest sentiments 
were the portion of those times which produced the 
sweet and philosophic Italian, the majestic Spanish, 
the graceful French, and the forcible English and 
German tongues. When the decay of the Roman 
Empire and of Roman civilization had entailed that 
of the Latin language, the succeeding jargons could 
not be termed languages; but Christianity took 
hold of the raw material, and, to use the words of 
Gioberti, “placed therein the embryonic principles 
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of new organizations, and fecundated them with 
the hieratic word, performing the two duties sym- 
bolized by the Oriental myths of the cosmic egg 
and androgynism. Thus the modern idioms were 
born from the material of the old, informed and 
organized by the religious idea and by the sacerdotal 
word. At first each of these idioms was a mere 
dialect, — that is, a vulgar speech, rude, ignoble, 
private, unfit for public use and for writing; not 
yet possessed of a life of its own, independent of 
the mother’s. And just as the fetus becomes a 
man, the human animal an infant, coming out into 
the light, and entirely separating from the maternal 
body, so a dialect is transformed into an illustrious 
language, fit to signify ideal things through the 
work of noble writers, who divert it from popular 
usage, and introduce it into the forum, the temple, 
the schools, and the conversation of the learned.”* 

VII. — Have the modern times rivalled the Middle 
Ages in architectural skill and taste? With the 
exception of St. Peter’s at Rome — itself a result of 
the spirit of that despised period, — all the most 
magnificent structures of Europe, all the real tri- 
umphs of architecture, are of mediaeval conception 
and execution. Glass windows, too, introduced in 
the fourth century, commenced to present beautiful 
colors in the early Middle Age ; and in the twelfth 
century the Church, by means of those wonderful 
window-pictures, developed her plan, begun in the 

* “Primato Civile e Morale degli Italiani,” Capolago, 1846, 
vol. it, p. 275. 
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Catacombs of Rome, of reaching the hearts and 
intellects of such of her children as, perchance, 
were not penetrated by the words of her preachers. 

VIII. — In 650 windmills were invented; in 657, 
organs; Greek fire in 670; carpet-weaving in 720; 
clocks in 760; in 790 the Arabic numerals were in- 
troduced; in 1130 the silkworm was first cultivated 
in Europe; in 1278 gunpowder was Invented; en- 
graving in 1410; oil-painting, though many ascribe 
it to Van Eyck, was in use in 1415. 

As for the science of criticism, which many regard 
as a peculiar pride of our century, it is generally 
supposed to have been so little understood as to 
indicate by its absence the intellectual inferiority of 
the Middle Ages. And yet modern critics can point 
to very few questions, agitated by themselves, which 
were not raised during that period. It is a remark- 
able fact that while the critics of the Golden Age of 
Leo X. credited the tales of Annio of Viterbo (the 
Chatterton of the fifteenth century), and while 
even the skeptics of the “Encyclopedia” believed in 
Ossian, the darkest century of the Middle Ages — 
the eleventh — disputed the authenticity of the false 
“Decretals” of Isidore Mercator. Centuries before 
the Protestants of England and America gave up 
their persecution of witches, Bishop Agobard and 
King Luitprand had condemned such absurdity 
(ninth century); and the former had protested 
against trials by combat, and against ordeals by fire 
and water. Nor can modern times claim the credit 


J 
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of having discovered what is called the Copernican 
system; for Bishop John of Salisbury (d. 1180), 
and four centuries before him the Irish monk, 
Yirgilius (Ferghil), had taught the correct mun- 
dane system and the existence of the antipodes. 

Never in modern days have the pretensions of 
sovereigns been more jealously watched and more 
heartily resisted by the peoples than in the days so 
generally supposed to have been a period of prostra- 
tion before royal caprice. Whereas the legislation 
of ancient Borne had established the sole will of the 
prince as the reason of all law, the Canon Law of 
the Church, a crowning glory of the Middle Ages, 
taught that law supposes the consent of the people, 
and has for its end only the good of the community. 
As far back as the eighth century Battier, Bishop of 
Yerona, proclaimed that human nature is ever equal 
to itself, and that therefore no man has received 
from God the right to command his neighbor. The 
science of government has never been laid down bet- 
ter than by the Angelic Doctor, that light sufficient 
of itself to dissipate the darkness of an entire 
epoch. * 

No modern abolitionist has more earnestly pleaded 
in favor of universal freedom than did the monk 

* “Two things are necessary to found a durable order of 
things in the state. All must be participants in the general 
government, so that all may have an interest in maintaining 
the public peace. That form must be adopted which com- 
bines all powers most happily. The happiest combination is 
that which places at the head a virtuous ruler, who will sur- 
round himself with a number of notables who will rule accord- 
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Smaragdus in the eighth century. The masses were 
no more content in those days than they are now 
to quietly accept whatever they found at hand. 
“Every dogma, rite, and system, 7 ' observes Cantu, 
“found champions and opponents; and the political 
heresies of Arnold of Brescia and of Friar Dolcino, 
the philosophical ones of Origen and of Abelard, 
the religious ones of Photius and of the Albigenses, 
left nothing new for Luther and Socinus to pro- 
nounce. And what if we reflect that these rude an- 
cestors of ours civilized half the world ; that by the 
translation of the Bible modern languages were 
formed; that hymns were compossd which were 
sung by the most refined centuries; that entire 
nations were withdrawn from licentious and ferocious 
superstition? Undoubtedly, much was wanting; 
but deny, if you can, to Alexander the title of 
consummate general because he would not have 
been able to conquer at Leipsic or to reduce Ant- 
werp; or the title of poet to Homer because he 
was ignorant of geography and astronomy . 77 

In the Middle Ages the science of government 
had already been able to abolish that system of cen- 
tralization which in later times became, and is yet, 

ingto equity; and who, being taken from every class by means 
of a universal suffrage, will thus associate the entire people in 
the cares of government. In its beneficent organization such 
a state would combine royalty, represented by its one head; 
aristocracy, in its magistrates chosen from among the best 
citizens ; and democracy, manifested in the election of the mag- 
istrates, effected in the ranks and by the voice of the people.” 
(See Ch. Jourdain’s “La Philosophic de St. Thomas d’Aquin,” 
vol. i, p. 407. — “Summa Theol.,” p. 1, 2, q. 2, c. 8, a. 7.) 
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the curse of modern Europe. In England, then per- 
fectly Catholic, parliamentary government was de- 
veloped, at least as to its essentials ; for the English 
liberties date from the Charter of Henry I. in 
1103 ; and above all from the great Charter of John 
Lackland in 1215 ; and the Provisions of Oxford in 
1258, the source of the House of Commons. Spain 
had her liberties developed in her cortes , and Ger- 
many in her diets. In France political life was nour- 
ished by the Champs de Mars and of May, and then 
by the Estates. And in Italy, where the influence 
of the Papacy was the most immediately exercised, 
the most favorable ground for republican institutions 
was found and cultivated ; the glories of the medi- 
aeval republics of Genoa, Pisa, Sienna, Florence and 
Venice, need no description. This last point is 
beyond contestation ; political liberty existed in the 
“dark” ages, and under the full domination of the 
Catholic Church.* 

* Balmes says: “The greatest development of the royal 
power in Spain occurred on the appearance of Protestantism. In 
England, commencing with Henry VIII., it was not monarchy 
that prevailed, but a cruel despotism, the excesses of which 
could not be disguised by a vain shadow of representative 
forms. In France, after the wars of the Huguenots, the royal 
power was more absolute than ever. In Sweden, Gustavus 
mounts the throne, and from that moment the kings exer- 
cise almost unlimited power. In Denmark, the monarchy 
perpetuates and strengthens itself. In Germany, the kingdom 
of Prussia is formed, and absolutism generally prevails. In 
Austria, the empire of Charlemagne retains all its power and 
splendor. In Italy, the little republics disappear, and the 
peoples recur to the domination of princes. In Spain, the 
ancient cortes of Castile, Aragon, Valencia, and Catalonia, fall 
into abeyance.” 
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Well might Augustine Thierry call the Middle 
Ages the real epoch of liberty. Even in the Papal 
States, the government of which at this period 
might naturally be supposed to have been redolent 
of absolutism, the Popes of those days carried on 
their government in union with their people, — that 
is, with the “Rpman Republic/’ It was not until 
1353 that Cardinal Albornoz, legate of Pope Inno- 
cent VI. (residing at Avignon), tried to introduce a 
sovereignty like that in other monarchies by destroy- 
ing the petty lords ; but even he guaranteed many 
of the ancient privileges by his “Egidian Constitu- 
tions,” which for centuries remained the real public 
law of the Romagna; and down to the revolution of 
1797 the pontifical sovereignty remained rather nom- 
inal than despotic. In fact, not before the Congress 
of Vienna, in 1815 — the royal members of which, 
says Cantu, wished that all mediate jurisdiction 
should cease, and that, especially in Italy, no written 
rights of the people should exist, — did absolutism 
in any sense prevail in the Papal States.* 

Nor was the will of a nation, as to its choice of a 
ruler, a thing generally ignored in the Middle Ages. 

In England the early kings mounted the throne only 
with the consent of the “witans,” or great ones; ’ 

* 4 ‘Absolutism was an entirely new thing in the Papal « 
States,” says Cantu; “and when Pius IX. initiated and blessed ' 
the Italian movement, he protested, in his Constitution of 
March 14, 1848, that he did nothing but ‘restore some ancient 
institutions which were for a long time the mirror of the wis- 
dom of our august predecessors;’ and that ‘in the olden time 
our Communes had the privilege of governing themselves, 
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and the olden writers ordinarily speak of election as 
ithe title to reign of their sovereigns. Even after 

o o 


the Norman Conquest, William and his first succes- 
sors rested their claims on the national will. After 
the death of the Lion Heart, it w T as the great council 
of England, assembled at Northampton, which defi- 
nitely settled the crown on John Lackland; and at 
the coronation at Westminster the primate justified 
the exclusion of Arthur by alleging the right of the 
nation to choose, from among the royal princes, him 
who seemed to be most worthy of the sceptre. In 
Germany, after the death of the last descendant of 
the German branch of Charlemagne, an assembly of 
the lords placed Conrad I. on the throne, — subject, 
of course, as was ever the case, to confirmation by 
the Roman Pontiff. This right to choose the em- 
peror of the Holy Roman Empire afterward passed 
to the ten, and then to the seven Electors. In France, 
from the very origin of the monarchy, the nation 
participated in the inauguration of the supreme 
power. Under the Carlo vingian dynasty the sover- 
eign was proclaimed in a general assembly, and then 
raised on a buckler supported by the chiefs of the 
nation. And these notables exercised, down to the 
fall of the Merovingian dynasty, the right to depose 
unworthy kings; thus, Childeric I. was deposed 


under laws chosen by themselves, with the sovereign sanction.’ 
Behold one of the thousand proofs that liberty is old and des- 
potism new. But to-day, all moral and political sense being 
lost, the name of one is bestowed on the other.” (“Heretics 
of Italy,” dis. viii.) 
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because of his oppressions, and Childeric III. on 
account of imbecility. 

When Charlemagne divided his states among his 
three sons, he decreed that “if one of the three 
brothers should have a son whom the people would 
be willing to elect to the kingdom of his father, his 
uncles should consent.” Similar dispositions were 
made by Louis le Debonnaire in his two successive 
divisions of the empire. When Louis le Begue was 
crowned at Compiegne, he styled himself “ King, by 
the mercy of God and the choice of the people.” 
On the death of Louis V., his successor by heredity 
should have been his uncle, Charles of Lorraine ; but 
as that prince had alienated the hearts of the people, 
the prelates and lords met at Senlis in 987, and gave 
the crown of Charlemagne to Hugh Capet. Nor can 
it be said that the people were ignored in all this 
development of the exercise of political right ; for 
the Third Estate — all of the nation that was not 
clergy or nobilty* — shows itself during the Middle 
Ages ever vigorous and aggressive. In France, at 
least, the political life of the Third Estate began 
with the monarchy. After the king came his 

* Some have held that the Third Estate comprised only 
the middle class, what w r e now call the bourgeoisie; but this 
opinion is historically false. The ordinance of Louis XVI., 
convoking the Estates of 1789, speaks of the immemorial right 
of attending the Third possessed by “all the inhabitants who 
are French by birth or naturalization, of twenty-five years of 
age, domiciled, and subject to taxation.” 
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“leudes,” or great vassals, who were the source of 
*the nobility, or “grande noblesse;’ 5 then came the 
\P ople , composed of freemen (“ingenui”) and serfs. 

[ The freemen, possessors of their own lands (called 
“allodiales”), were obliged to military service. 
These men voted in the general assemblies of the 
nation or the Champs de Mars or of May. Behold 
the origin of the Third Estate. But with the twelfth 
century began the great influence of this body. 
Louis le Gros emancipated the Communes, gave 
liberty to the cities, and thus started municipal life, 
i The Benedictine Abbot Suger — the greatest states- 
man of his age, who ruled France under Louis le 
Jeune, — developed these liberties, and very soon 
serfdom disappeared in the greater part of the king- 
dom. Under the Capetian kings, the Estates Gen- 
eral, properly so called, succeeded the old assemblies 
of the nation, the first solemn reunion being held 
under the arches of Notre Dame de Paris in 1302, 
and the people having their votes and cahiers equally 
with the clergy and nobility. And the resolutions 
of this assembly surpass, in some respects, the mod- 
ern guarantees of constitutional government.* 
Montesquieu, that genius whom Cantu appropri- 
ately characterizes as “imprisoned in his own cen- 
tury,” was constrained, despite his prejudice as to 
the “barbarism” of mediaeval law, to avow that gov- 
ernment was then “well moderated;” and precisely 


* See Augustin Thierry’s “Essai sur PHistoire de la Forma- 
tion du Tiers -E tat,” ch. 2, Paris, 1S53. 
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because “the civil liberties of the people, the pre- 
rogatives of the nobility and clergy, and the power 
of the sovereign, moved in concert.” When even 
the positivist Augustin Thierry declares that the 
Middle Ages formed 4 ‘the true epoch of freedom,” 
one is prepared to hear Montalembert— who, with 
the sole exception of Cantu, penetrated the spirit 
of this calumniated period better than any other 
modern publicist — announcing his conviction that 
“the Middle Ages were the era of really representa- 
tive government, of institutions more sincerely and 
efficaciously representative than any which have 
been imagined since that time. Yes, representative 
government was born in the Middle Ages, and be- 
longs to them. It was born of a natural combination 
of the elements which then constituted society; 
it came from the common action of the Church, 
Catholic royalty, the owners of the land, and the 
emancipated municipalities.” 


THE MAN WITH THE IRON MASK. 

Among the many "omances which contributed, 
more than any real historical merit, to the vogue of 
Voltaire’s “Age of Louis XIV.,” one of the most 
famous is that of the Man with the Iron Mask. 
But in 1745, seven years before the publication of 
the cynic’s much-vaunted travesty on the history of 
a great period, there had appeared at Amsterdam a 
fantastic description of the court of France, in 
which, under imaginary names, were represented 
the chief celebrities of that brilliant galaxy, a 
gloomy prominence being given to the mysterious 
man of the hidden face. This work, styled “Secret 
Memoirs in Illustration of the History of Persia,” 
had been issued anonymously; but there are not 
wanting arguments to show that Voltaire, jealous 
of the fame accruing to Montesquieu from his 
“Persian Letters,” was its author. Be this as it 
may, the Sage of Ferney adopted the clandestine 
writer’s version of the story which then, and for 
many years afterward, agitated the curious through- 
out Europe. In his first edition of the “Age of 
Louis XIV.” (two volumes in 12mo), Voltaire 
gave no details concerning the Iron Mask; but in 
the enlarged editions, issued in and after 1753, he 
spoke more explicitly than any other writer had hith- 
erto done, even drawing the portrait of the victim, 
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describing his mask with hinges at the mouth, and 
assigning the date of his first imprisonment and of 
his death. 

According to the fantastic “Persian Memoirs / 5 
Shah Abas (Louis XIY.) had two sons: one legiti- 
mate, named Sephi Mirza (Louis, dauphin of 
France); and one illegitimate, Giafer (Count de 
Vermandois, by Mile, de la Valliere). These two 
princes hated each other, and one day Giafer struck 
his brother in the face. Shah Abas informed his 
council of this outrage, which, according to the 
Persian law, was punishable with death ; but it was 
resolved to send Giafer to the army, then acting on 
the frontiers of Feldran (Flandre), and to repre- 
sent him as killed; then he was to be secretly trans- 
ferred to the citadel of the island of Ormus (Isles 
Sainte-Marguerite), and there perpetually confined. 
Only one of Giafer’ s servants was intrusted with this 
state secret, and he was killed by the escort during 
the journey to Ormus. The commander of Ormus 
treated his prisoner with great respect, himself bring- 
ing his meals and waiting at his table, and no other 
person was ever allowed to see his face. One day 
the prince scratched his name on a plate, and when 
the dish was handed to the commander by the slave 
who had observed the writing, the unfortunate dis- 
coverer was put to death. After many years of 
confinement at Ormus, the prisoner was transported 
to the citadel of Ispahan (the Bastile, remaining in 
charge of the same commander, now promoted tc. 
the governorship of the latter fortress. Throughout 
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liis entire imprisonment, which lasted until his 
death, Giafer was forced to wear a mask whenever 
sickness or any other important reason compelled 
him to be seen by others than his jailer. Such per- 
sons reported that the governor always treated 
his mysterious charge with scrupulous respect, and 
that the prisoner showed great familiarity with the 
commander, always addressing him as 66 thou.” 
The author of the “Persian Memoirs” represents 
Giafer as yet living in 1723; for he states that Ali- 
Homajou (the Duke of Orleans) died shortly after 
a visit to the prince, and we know that Orleans died 
in 1723, eight years after the death of Louis XIV. 

Such, then, is the substance of all the legends 
concerning the Iron Mask, which have appeared 
from the “Persian Memoirs” to the famous novel 
of the elder Dumas. Louis XV. once said, when 
pressed, as he often was concerning this strange 
episode in the reign of the grand monarch : “Let 
people dispute about it; as yet no one has told the 
truth concerning it.” And once, in a moment of 
confidence, he said to Laborde, his first valet de 
chambre: “You wish me to tell you something 

about the Iron Mask? Well, this much more than 
any one else you may learn : the imprisonment of 
that unfortunate hurt no one but himself.” 

For many years seven theories were presented as 
to the identity of this personage. Various investi- 
gators or romancists discerned him in the Count de 
Vermandois, a natural son of Louis XIV. by Mile, 
de La Valliere; in a son of Anne of Austria by Do 
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Bickelieu; in the Duke of Beaufort, high-admiral 
of France, confined, it is supposed, lest he might 
have interfered with the projects of Colbert, then 
Minister of Marine; in Arwedicks, schismatic pa- 
triarch, captured and imprisoned, it was said, at 
the instigation of the Jesuits; in the Duke of 
Monmouth, not executed therefore by James II. ; 
in Henry Cromwell, second son of the Protector; 
and finally in Mattioli, secretary of the Duke of 
Mantua, whose political influence Louis XIY. feared. 
Let us briefly examine the arguments adduced for 
each of these parties. 

The theory that the Count de Vermandois was 
the Man with the Iron Mask was patronized not only 
by Voltaire, but by Griffet,* a Jesuit writer who 
had been confessor at the Bastile for nine years, 
and had enjoj T ed exceptional advantages as an in- 
vestigator of this question. He cites the manu- 
script Journal of Dujanca, governor of the Bastile 
in 1698, and the mortuary registers of the parish 
of St. Paul in Paris; and from these documents he 
proves that the masked prisoner arrived at the 
Bastile from Pignerol on September 18, « 1698, 
and that he died on November 19, 1703. He 
_ leans toward the supposition that the prisoner was 
Vermandois,! merely because the date of the pre- 

* ‘ ‘Traits des difterentes sortes de preuves qui servent a 
£tablir la v£rit£ dans l’histoire.” Liege, 1769. 

f Griffet does not wish “to come to a decision,” because of 
his uncertainty as to the date of the prisoner’s arrival at Pig- 
nerol. In his day this date was unknown, but it is now cer- 
tain that it was previous to September, 1681, 
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sumed death of that prince on the Flemish frontier 
coincides with the one which he fixes for the com- 
mencement of the masked person’s captivity, — that 
is, 1683. But Griffet gives no reason for assigning 
this year rather than the one preferred by Voltaire, 
1661; or rather than 1669, the one adopted by 
Lagrange Chancel;* or rather than 1685, the one 
selected by Saint-Foix.f 

However, Griffet was refuted by Saint-Foix, who 
found proof in the registers of the cathedral chap- 
ter of Arras, that Louis XIV. had buried his son 
in the vault of Elizabeth de Vermandois (wife of 
Philippe d’ Alsace, Count of France), who died in 
1182; while the registers of St. Paul’s state that 
the masked prisoner was interred in the cemetery 
of that parish. The registers of the chapter of 
Arras show that great respect was paid to the re- 
mains of Vermandois, whereas M. de Palteau, a 
descendant of Saint-Mars (the custodian of our 
prisoner), informed Saint-Foix that it was a tradi- 
tion in his family that chemicals had been placed in 
the coffin of the unknown, for the quicker destruc- 
tion of the body And, what is more conclusive 
of all, there exists a letter of Barbezieux to Saint- 
Mars, written on August 13, 1691, in which the 
masked individual is described as having been 
already in the officer’s custody “for twenty years;” 
whereas it is certain that the Count de Vermandois 


* u Ann4e Litt^raire.” 
f Idem , 1768. 


Paris, 1758. 
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died, or (according to Voltaire and Griffet) disap- 
peared, as lately as 1683.* 

As to the theory that the mysterious personage 
was an illegitimatef son of Anne of Austria, Queen 
of Louis XIII., by the Cardinal de Eichelieu, there 
is no need to soil these pages with any detailed 
refutation. Elsewhere we have dwelt at some length 
on the character of the great statesman, and con- 
clusively shown that no valid charges have been 
brought against his morality; while as to the incul- 
pated Queen, not one argument has ever been 
adduced to prove either her guilt in this particular 
case, or any departure whatever from conjugal duty. 
One observation alone will suffice to relegate the 
present charge to oblivion. On November 17, 1697, 
Barbezieux wrote to . Saint-Mars that he should 
“never inform any person whomsoever as to what 
the prisoner had done.” He would not have used 
such language, had the only fault of the masked 
one been that of his birth. 

In 1758, M. Lagrange-Chancel, who had been 
confined in the citadel of Sainte-Marguerite in 1718, 
and who had collected there much traditionary evi- 

* Mile, de Montpensier, a well-informed contemporary, 
narrates that the prince arrived at the camp before Courtray in 
the beginning of November, 1683; that on the 12th he was 
attacked by fever, and died on the 19th. 

f Some have made the Iron Mask a legitimate son of the 
Queen. Thus, in 1790, Soulavie published an account of two 
shepherds announcing to Louis XIII. that Anne would give 
birth to twins, whose rivolry would cause great harm to 
France; and he added that Louis imprisoned the second sou. 
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dence concerning the masked prisoner detained in 
the citadel not many years before, published a refu- 
tation of the lies and errors in the “ Age of Louis 
XIV. ; ” and among other things bearing on the Iron 
Mask, declared that M. deLamotte-Guerin, governor 
of the Isles, had assured him that the prisoner was 
the Duke of Beaufort, admiral of France, generally 
supposed to have been killed at Candia, but confined 
by Colbert as a precautionary measure. But, as 
Griffet observed, Beaufort was incapable of inter- 
fering with the projects of Colbert for the good of 
his country; and even had he been so disposed, he 
had not the power, since his functions were limited 
to those of “grand master, and superintendent of 
navigation and commerce,” the post of high-admiral 
having been suppressed by Richelieu. And modern 
historians are well satisfied that Beaufort was killed 
at Candia. 

In 1825 M. de Taules published a pamphlet in 
which he accused the Jesuits of having caused the 
abduction and imprisonment, first at the Isles Sainte- 
Marguerite, and then in the Bastile, of Arwedicks, 
a schismatic patriarch, who was, he says, “a mortal 
enemy of our religion, and a cruel persecutor of the 
Armenian Catholics.” De Taules identified Arwe- 
dicks with the Iron Mask, and says that he died in 
the Bastile.* But documents in the Foreign Office 

* “L’Homme au Masque de Fer, m^moire historique 011 l’on 
refute les differentes opinions relatives a ee personage mys. 
. terieux et ou I’on d^montre que ce prisonnier fut une des 
victimes des J^suites.” 
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at Paris prove that Arwedicks was removed from 
Turkey, “during the embassy of M. Feriol at Con- 
stantinople, which began in 1699. Now, Saint- 
Mars brought his masked prisoner to the Bastile in 
1698, and he had already been in captivity many 
years. Again, Arwedicks joined the Roman com- 
munion, was liberated, and died in freedom. f 

The theory of Saint-Foix, identifying the mask 
with the Duke of Monmouth, a natural son of 
Charles II., decapitated for repeated rebellions, on 
July 15, 1685, obtained great favor among lovers of 
the marvellous. But how could a substitution have 
been effected successfully in the case of one con- 
demned to public execution, and whose appearance 
was so familiar to the officers and guards of the 
Tower, and to the whole people of London ? Again, 
granting this to have been possible, would not the 
existence of Monmouth, in French custody, have 
transpired after the English revolution of 1688? 
But the letter of Barbezieux to Saint-Mars in 1691, 
speaking of the latter officer’s prisoner as having 
been already in his custody for twenty years, de- 
stroys the hypothesis of Saint-Foix. 

As to Henry Cromwell, second son of the Pro- 
tector, there is not a shadow of probability in favor 
of his having been the mysterious prisoner. Why 


* “M^moire manuscrit de M. de Bonac, ambassadeur de 
France a Constantinople, 1724.” 

t Thus says the official report of his death in the archives 
of the Foreign Office. 


The Man With the Iron Mash . 


279 


should the French Government have disturbed his 
repose, while allowing his brother Richard, the 
quondam successor of Oliver, perfect freedom in 
France? 

Nor can Mattioli, secretary of the Duke of Man- 
tua, have been the disputed individual; for he 
certainly died in 1681. Again, all authors agree in 
accepting the abundant and indisputable evidence 
that the famous prisoner was always treated with 
the greatest respect compatible with his isolation 
from the outside world, while the correspondence of 
the royal ministers and officers concerning Mattioli, 
is redolent of contempt for that person. Thus Cati- 
nat writes to Louvois about 6 That knave and 
Louvois admires the patience of Saint-Mars in not 
treating “that rogue as he merits, when he is want- 
ing in respect to the governor.” 

Who, then, was this man with the Iron Mask? 
Very strong, if not most conclusive, arguments are 
adduced by M. Paul Lacroix in his apposite work, 
and strengthened by Barthelemy, to show that he 
was no other than the celebrated Fouquet, superin- 
tendent of finance under Louis XIV., who was 
condemned in 1664 to perpetual imprisonment for 
malfeasance in office, peculation, and projected 
high -treason. 

Firstly, the precautions taken in guarding Fou- 
quet, while at Pignerol, were very like those used in 
regard to the masked prisoner of Sainte-Marguerite 
and the Bastile. When the Chamber of Justice had 
condemned Fouquet to perpetual exile, the King, we 
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read in the “Defenses de M. Fouquet,” judging 
that there “was great danger in allowing the said 
Fouquet to leave the kingdom, because of his inti- 
mate knowledge of many affairs of state/' deemed 
it prudent to change the punishment to perpetual 
imprisonment. The culprit was placed in a carriage 
with four guards, and in custody of M. de Saint- 
Mars, and escorted by one hundred musketeers, was 
conducted to the castle of Pignerol. His physician 
and valet were subjected to the same confinement as 
their master, “lest they might be a means of commu- 
nication between him and his friends.” And in the 
“Instruction” given to Saint-Mars for his guidance 
in the care of Fouquet, which paper was signed 
by Louis XIV., he is forbidden to allow Fouquet 
to have any communication with any living person 
other than Saint-Mars himself, “either by speech, 
writing, or visit;” and the culprit must never leave 
his apartment, “even for a walk.” Saint-Mars can 
furnish him with books, but “only one at a time; 
and he must carefully examine each book when he 
removes it, lest any writing or cipher be therein 
hidden.” The prisoner, of course, was to have no 
paper, ink, etc. He could have a confessor when he 
so desired; but “the priest must be notified only 
the moment before hearing the said Fouquet, and he 
must always have a different confessor.” And 
Saint-Mars was to “keep his Majesty informed as to 
what the prisoner did.” Now, all these exceptional 
precautions, and those indicated in the numerous 
letters of Louvois to Saint-Mars, exactly corres- 
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pond with those adopted in the case of the Iron 
Mask. 

Secondly, most of the traditions concerning this 
individual can easily be accommodated to Fouquet. 
Take, for instance, that of the plate with writing 
scratched on it, flung from a window and found by 
a slave. According to Papon , * who heard this from 
the son of one of the guards of the mask, it was not 
a plate, but a shirt, on which the prisoner had 
written “from one end to the other. ” Now, this 
story reminds us of two passages concerning Fou- 
quet in letters from Louvois to Saint-Mars — “I 
have received your letter, as well as the napkin on 
which M. Fouquet wrote and, “You may tell 
him that if he turns his table linen into writing- 
paper, he need not be surprised if you give him no 
more.” Again, all the tokens of respect, the many 
courtesies of refinement, the elegant furniture, etc., 
accorded to the myterious man of Sainfce-Marguerite 
and the Bastile were extended to Fouquet at Pig- 
nerol. 

Thirdly, it is far from certain that Fouquet died 
in 1680, as was reported. The contradictions of 
his contemporaries on this subject are strange, and 
there is an almost entire absence of documentary 
evidence. 

Fourthly, political reasons might have easily 
induced Louis XIV. to cause the spread of a 
report of the death of Fouquet. It has been the 


* “Voyage en Provence.” 
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fashion among most modern historians to sym- 
pathize with, if not to laud, Fouquet as much 
as they have decried his successor, Colbert. The 
modern “liberal” school could not be expected 
to see willingly any good in him who was be- 
queathed to his sovereign by the dying Mazarin, 
any more than they do in the latter, recommended 
as his own successor by the moribund Richelieu. 
But an inspection of the report of Fouquet’s 
trial must satisfy any impartial mind that the 
famous superintendent merited the extreme dis- 
pleasure of Louis XIY. as a reckless prodigal of 
the public money, and an arch-conspirator against 
the crown. 

Another reason for the monarch’s aversion is 
sometimes found in the supposed audacity of 
Fouquet in pretending to rival Louis in the af- 
fections of Mile, de La Valliere; but that view 
of the character of the grand monarch, which 
ever espies the lover behind the king, is essen- 
tially absurd. One need only read that criminating 
document, written entirely by the hand of Fouquet, 
and found hidden at the back of a mirror in his 
apartment, to become convinced of his transcendent 
guilt. “In reading this paper,” says the impartial 
Peter Clement,* “one can not tell whether he 
should be more astonished at the extraordinary 
levity of the writer, or at his seemingly ingenuous 
confidence in the devotion to himself of those men 


* “Histoire de Colbert. ” 
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whom he had deluged in money, or at the crazy 
notion he had conceived as to his own importance 
in the state. ... In every line is evidence of his 
malfeasance, of his abuse of the public treasury in 
order to attach creatures to himself to the injury 
of the state, and of his programme of civil war.”* 
In consigning Fouquet to perpetual imprisonment, 
Louis XIV. executed a judicious stroke of states- 
manship ; and if, as we suppose, he gave out that 
the still influential criminal had died, he deprived 
the opposition cliques of their most powerful pre- 
text. 

Fifthly, Saint-Mars and Louvois, whenever writ- 
ing about Fouquet before the date of his alleged 
death, always use the same significant phrase, “my” 

* Among the papers of Fouquet was found the following 
document: “I promise to give my loyalty to Monseigneur 

the Procurator-General, Superintendent of Finances, and 
Minister of State; to belong to no person hut himself, giving 
myself and attaching myself to him with my utmost zeal, and 
promising to serve him in all things, against every person with- 
out exception ; and to obey no person but him; and to hold no 
relations with any whom he may prohibit to me, and to resign 
the post of Concarneau, which he has given to me, whenever 
he may demand it. I promise to sacrifice my life for him, 
against all whom he may name , he they of any quality or condi- 
tion whatever , without excepting any person in the world. As as- 
surance of this I give these presents, written and signed by 
my hand. Done at Paris, June 2, 1658, Deslandes.” Deslan- 
des was commander of the citadel of Concarneau, which be- 
longed to Fouquet. But the document which ruined Fouquet 
was nothing less than a detailed plan of rebellion, addressed 
to his friends, and to be actuated in case Cardinal Mazariu, 
then become suspicious of Fouquet’s honesty, and designing 
to substitute Colbert in his place, should order his arrest. 
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or “your prisoner,” although the former had many 
other prisoners in charge; and after the first appa- 
rition of the mask, both Louvois and Barbezieux 
adopt this phrase* 

As to the death of the mysterious prisoner, we 
learn from the diary of M. Dujunca that it oc- 
curred on November 19, 1703, and that he was 
buried on November 20, in the cemetery of St. 
Paul’s. The parochial register states that “on No- 
vember 19, 1703, Marehialy , aged about forty-five 
years, died in the Bastile, and his body was interred 
in the cemetery of St. Paul’s, his parish,” illar- 
chialy is the name by which tradition has nearly 
always described this personage, but why we can 
not discover. It is certain, however, that in those 
days, as in ours, prisoners were generally called by 
other names than their own, and that these pseudo- 
nyms were frequently changed, in the case of state 
offenders, to bafile the schemes of their friends. 

When the Bastile fell into the hands of the 
raging mob, on July 14, 1789, search was made 
at once for some evidence as to the identity of 
the masked charge of Saint-Mars. A periodical 
of the day informs us that there was found 
a paper marked 61,389,000, and the words, 
“Foucquet,* coming from the Isles Sainte-Mar- 
guerite, with an iron mask,” Then followed, 
X. X. X., and underneath, “Kersadion.” When 
this discovery was made known, people recalled 
to mind a saying in the supplement to the “Age 


* So the name was written in those days. 
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f of Louis XIV.,” to the effect that Chamillart, 

!; Minister of State, had said that the Iron Mask 
“was a man who possessed all the secrets of 
Fouquet.” Unfortunately, however, for any pros- 
| pect of certainty in the question we have been 
' examining, the interesting paper just mentioned no 
longer exists.* 

* Drawing attention to the contradictions of contempora- 
ries concerning the death of Fouquet, and commenting on 
Louvois’ acknowledgment, only on April 3, of Saint-Mars’ 
letter of information, whereas Mme. de S4vign4 knew of the 
event several days before, Paul Lacroix asks how the special 
despatches of the state were over fourteen days on the road, 
while the postal courier of Pignerol covered the route in less 

* than eight days. And how can we explain the silence of the 
“Mercure Galant,” a journal most precise in recording the 

i principal deaths of every month? A strange death, says La- 

* croix, which occurred at Pignerol on March 23, and was known 
j at Paris on the 25th. “And not an authentic document to es- 
J = tab^-ish the death of a man whose fortune and disgrace had 
r caused such wonder ! Nothing to impose silence on the ru- 

* mors ever insinuating crime when death in a state-prison is 
mysterious! Only an enigmatical despatch of the Minister of 
War, the transmission of a coffin, and an extract from a con- 
vent register showing a burial a year afterward!” Is it not 
strange that Lafontaine, who could so plaintively lament the 
fall of “Oronte,” had no regrets for his Maecenas? asks Bar- 
thffiemy. And Gourville, who kept up a correspondence with 
his friend Fouquet to the very last, makes no mention of the 
time or place of his death. Even the family of Fouquet were 
uncertain as to his end. Nor can we forget that the diary of 
M. Dujunea informs us that “the olden prisoner whom 
Saint-Mars had guarded at Pignerol” was yet in that fortress 
at the end of August, 1681, when Saint-Mars passed as gover- 
nor to Exiles, seventeen months after the presumed death of 
Fouquet, taking with him the Iron Mask and one other pris- 
oner, whose name we ignore. Nor is it insignificant that 
whereas Louvois uses the phrase “the deceased M. Fouquet,” 
wh^n writing to Saint-Mars during the month after the al- 
leged death, he ever after omits that qualification. 

! 


THE HOLY WARS: THEIR OBJECT AND 
RESULTS. 

During the first years of Islamism the Christian 
nations felt little reason for concern as to their 
own future. Regarding the new religionists as a 
mere horde of children of the desert, they could not 
realize that their own peace, still less their indepen- 
dence in the political order, w 7 ould ever be seriously 
threatened from that quarter. And even if they had 
foreseen the great spread of Mohammedanism, and 
all the baneful consequences thence, of necessity, to 
ensue, they were just then in no condition to fore- 
stall the enemy’s attack. As yet Christendom was 
not united in the Western ^Empire, and when, in 
time, that effort of pontifical statesmanship opened 
a new era of strength and prosperity to Europe, the 
arrogance, and afterward the schism, of the Greeks 
prevented any unanimous action against the enemies 
of the Christian name. But in the eleventh century, 
the invasion of the Seljuk Turks, who had abandoned 
the religion of Zoroaster for Islamism, infused a 
northern ferocity into the comparatively soft nature 
of the Arabs, and during the pontificate of St. Gre- 
gory VII. the Crescent was frequently seen from 
the towers of Constantinople. From time to time 
Europe was horrified by accounts of the fearful 
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oppression endured by the Christians of Palestine ; 
of bishops and priests being dragged from the altar 
to prison ; of brutal outrages upon persons of both 
sexes and of every age. 

The schismatic arrogance of the Greeks was 
compelled to yield, and the Emperor Michael Ducas 
( Parapinax ) begged for aid from the detested 
Latins. St. Gregory VII. heeded the cry, and, 
although he knew that the promise was extorted by 
dire temporal necessity, and not by regard for 
religious unity, he was disposed to believe that 
Ducas was sincere in the avowed intention to put an 
end to the schism. All Christendom was invited to 
raise an army for the service of God, and the Pontiff 
declared in a letter to King Henry IV. of Germany 
that he hoped, “having pacified the Normans, to 
himself proceed to Constantinople, in aid of the 
Christians. ” Fifty thousand warriors promised to 
follow him, but other interests prevailed, and the 
great enterprise was postponed, until Pope Victor 
III. had the satisfaction, in 1088, of seeing the 
Genoese, Pisans, and other Italians, receive from 
his hands the standard of St. Peter, and set out to 
fight for the Cross and for civilization. This first 
expedition to check the inroads of Mohammedanism 
was comparatively successful. Landing in Africa, 
it destroyed or disabled more than a hundred thou- 
sand Saracens, burned a city, imposed tribute on a 
Moorish king, and returned to Italy with many rich 
spoils, which were used to decorate the churches of 
the victors.* But this inroad into the domains of 

* Leo of Ostia (Marsicanus) : in Baronio, 
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Islam was merely a prelude to the great Cru- 
sades. 

The impulse to the first Crusade (1096-1100) 
was given by an obscure individual, rude in feature 
and in manner, but who had been raised by solitude 
and prayer to such sanctity, that he was popularly 
supposed to enjoy direct communication with Heaven. 
Known only as Peter the Hermit, he left his native 
Amiens in 1093, and made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
Touched to the quick by the melancholy condition 
of the holy places, he seemed to hear, while pros- 
trate before the Holy Sepulchre, the voice of Jesus 
commanding: “Arise, Peter; go and announce to 
My people the end of their oppression. Let My 
servants come, and the Holy Land shall be freed.” 
He returned to Europe, and falling at the feet of 
Pope Urban II., he urged that Pontiff to carry out 
the design of his predecessors. The Pope blessed 
him, and commissioned him to preach a Crusade; 
he did so throughout Europe, travelling barefooted 
and bareheaded, clothed in sackcloth, crucifix in 
hand, and mounted on a mule. William of Tyre 
( ob . about 1180) tells us that Peter was “insig- 
nificant in person, but his eye was keen and pleas- 
ing, and he possessed an easy flow of eloquence.” 
Everywhere he astonished people by his austerities, 
and moved their sympathies by his graphic picture 
of the woes of Palestine. He cried to sinners : 
“Soldiers of the demon, become warriors of Christ ; ” 
and all who had crimes to expiate or injuries to 
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repair seized on this means of reconciling them- 
selves with God. The feudatories, the younger 
sons of reigning families (all trained to war, and 
having scarcely any other means of occupying their 
time), joyfully volunteered. 

While Peter was thus engaged, there came from 
Constantinople letters from the Greek Emperor, 
Alexis Comnenus, begging aid from the Latins, as 
the “new Rome” was in imminent danger of falling 
into the hands of its enemies. In 1095 Urban II. 
convoked a council at Piacenza to devise ways and 
.means. Over 200 bishops, 4,000 priests, and 30,000 
laymen, listened to the Pontiff's discourse, which 
was delivered in the open air. Another assembly 
was ordered to convene at Clermont in Auvergne, 
and on November 18 of the same year, 238 bishops 
obeyed the summons. Here the Pontiff made use 
of every argument, religious and political, to further 
the cause. From his discourse, not as embellished 
by Michaud, but as it was recorded in its simplicity 
by William of Malmesbury,* who was present at its 
delivery, we take the following passages : 

“Go, my brothers, go with confidence to attack 
the enemies of God, who — oh, shame to Christians ! 
— are so long in possession of Syria and Armenia. 
Long since they mastered all Asia Minor; and now 
they have insulted us in Illyria and all the neighbor- 
ing regions, even so far as the Straits of St. George. 
And they have done worse : they have robbed us of 


* “Deeds of the English Kings,” b. 4, y. 1095. 
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the tomb of Jesus Christ, that wonderful monument 
of our faith ; they sell to our pilgrims permission to 
enter a city which would be open to Christians alone, 
if we had only a little of our ancient valor. Ought 
not our faces to be suffused with blushes of shame? 
Who, unless they who envy the Christian glory, can 
suffer the indignity of not being able to share with 
the infidels at least a half of the world ? Christians, 
put an end to your own misdeeds, and let concord 
reign among you while in these distant lands. Go, 
then, and in this most noble enterprise show the 
valor and prudence, you now display in your intes- 
tine contests. Go, ye warriors, and your praises will 
everywhere be heard. Let the well-known bravery 
of the French be shown in the van ; followed by the 
allies, their very name will terrify the enemy. . . , 
If necessary, your bodies will redeem your souls. 

“Do you, men of courage and of exemplary intre- 
pidity, fear death? Human wickedness can invent 
nothing to injure you which is to be compared with 
celestial glory. Do you not know that life is a 
misery to man, and that happiness is in death? The 
sermons of priests have caused us to receive this 
doctrine with our mother’s milk; and the martyrs, 
our ancestors, sustained this doctrine with their 
example. . . . The sanctuary of God repels the 
spoiler and the ribald, and welcomes the pious man. 
Let not the love of your relatives impede you ; prin- 
cipally to God does man owe his love. Let not your 
progress be arrested by your affection for your native 
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land; for the entire world may be regarded as a 
place of exile for Christians, and their country as the 
entire world. Let no one remain at home because 
of his riches ; for greater wealth is promised him — a 
wealth composed, not of those things which soften 
our misery only with vain expectation, but of those 
which perpetual and daily instances show us are the 
only true riches. . . . These things I publish and 
command, and for their execution I appoint the end 
of the coming spring. 5 ’ 

Throughout the assembly was then heard the cry 
which the Crusaders were to render famous, “God 
wills it ! 5 5 A cardinal recited the formula of general 
confession; all repeated it, and received absolution. 
Admar de Monteil, Bishop of Puy, received the 
cross as Papal Legate, and this emblem of the Cru- 
sade was then given to nearly all the barons and 
even to many bishops. 

The first Crusade lasted from 1096 to 1100; the 
second, from 1147 to 1149; the third, from 1189 to 
1193; the fourth, from 1202 to 1204; the fifth and 
sixth, from 1218 to 1239; the seventh and eight, 
from 1248 to 1270. Frequent attempts were after- 
wards made to renew these holy wars, and many 
isolated expeditions were undertaken ; but, as Pom- 
ponne, Minister of Louis XIV., remarked to Leib- 
nitz, “since the time of St. Louis, such things have 
been out of fashion. 55 Bacon wrote a dialogue on 
the Holy War. Mazarin left 600,000 livres to help 
a Crusade. The famous Friar Joseph, the Francis- 
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can counsellor of Richelieu, composed on this sub- 
ject a Latin poem which Pope Urban VIII. called 
the Christian iEneid. In 1670 Leibnitz tried to in- 
duce Louis XIV. to conquer Egypt, and in his de- 
sign, reduced to writing, he said: 

“Then Europe will rest, will cease to tear her own 
bowels, and will fix her attention where she may find 
honor, victory, advantage, and wealth, with a good 
conscience, and in a manner pleasing to God. Then 
men will not rival one another in robbery, but in 
reducing the power of the hereditary foe; each one 
will strive to extend, not his own kindgdom, but that 
of Christ. . . . Let us suppose that the Emperor, 
Poland, and Sweden, proceed together against the 
barbarians, and seek to widen the limits of Christen- 
dom, having no other designs, and fearing no en- 
emies in their rear: how the blessing of God would 
show itself in favor of so just a cause ! On the 
other hand, England and Denmark would find them- 
selves in front of North America; Spain, before 
South ; Holland, before the West Indies, France is 
destined by Providence to be the guide to Christian 
armies in the East, to give to Christendom her 
Godfreys, her Baldwins, and especially her SS. 
Louis, who will invade that Africa just opposite her 
shores, to destroy a nest of pirates and to conquer 
Egypt — she wants neither the soldiers nor the 
money necessary to become the mistress of that 
land. . . . Behold a way to acquire a lasting 

glory, a tranquil conscience, universal applause, 
certain victory, immense advantages. Then will 
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be attained that hope of the philosopher, that men 
will make war only on wolves and other wild beasts, 
to whieh the barbarians and infidels may now be 
compared.”* 

Those who desire, in the matter of the Crusades, 
details of fact, causes, and effects, should consult 
the “Deeds of God through the Franks,” by William 
of Tyre ; and the history written by the Imperial 
Anna Comnena. Among moderns we may read 
with profit the “Spirit of the Crusades,” by De- 
Maillet; and the “History of the Crusades,” by 
Michaud, which, although full of prejudice, is the 
most complete of all works on this subject. Much 
information may also be gained from the “Life of 

* Dissertation by Guhrauer, in “Memoires of the Institute of 
France,” Vol. I. — Cantu agrees with Leibnitz : “Suppose that 
the lion of St. Mark and the dragon of St. George had made a 
permanent home on the banks of the Bosphorus, the Jordan, 
and the Tigris. A civilized population would now enjoy that 
beauty which of old made them envied centres of culture; 
Seleucia, Antioch, Bagdad, would be the London and Paris of 
Asia; where now a pasha, with flail and scimitar, bends the 
peoples before the caprices of a despot, and where the Bedou- 
ins practise robbery and piracy with impunity, would now 
flourish governments founded in order and liberty ; from the 
most beautiful city under the sun would flow streams of culture 
and of love over Asia and Europe, united in affection and in 
progress, to improve the North, and spread the light of truth 
in the heart of Africa and in the farthest regions of the East. 
If a hermit had not raised that cry, if the Popes had not taken 
it up, the growing civilization of Europe would have suc- 
cumbed to the Arabs; the religion of love and of liberty would 
have yielded up our countries to one of blood and of slavery, 
and over the beautiful lands of Italy and France would reign 
a brutal domestic and political tyranny, a haughty immobility, 
a fatal indifference, a systematic ignorance.” 


294 The Holy Wars: Their Object and Results. 

Innocent III.,” byHurter; and from Prat’s “Peter 
the Hermit and the First Crusade.” The French 
Academy of Inscriptions published, in 1841, a col- 
lection of all the Latin, Greek, and Oriental histo- 
rians of the Crusades; the Greek portion being 
composed of fragments of Nicephoros Briennius, 
Anna Comnena, Nicetas Coniates, John Phocas, 
and Michael Attaliates. As for the modern English 
authors who have written on the Crusades, some are 
pretentious, few recommendable. Of all who, in 
any language, have treated this subject, Cantu is the 
most impartial, and the most appreciative of the 
spirit which prompted and sustained one of the most 
salient features of the Middle Age; he will also 
fully satisfy the reader’s curiosity as to chivalry, 
tournaments, “courts of love,” the oaths customary 
at the time, the military religious orders, the trova 
tori — an acquaintance with all of which matters 
will greatly facilitate a comprehension of the events 
of the Crusades. 

Many causes have contributed to an unjust appre- 
ciation of the value of the Crusades, but they may 
be all referred to the difficulty experienced by the 
average modern mind in understanding the spirit of 
the Middle Age. Add to this the fact that these 
Holy Wars were pre-eminently the work of the 
Eoman Pontiffs, and, therefore, a natural object of 
carping criticism to all the foes of Catholicism, and 
you will be surprised when you find, now and then, 
a Protestant or an infidel writer who can see in 
them aught else but cruel injustice to both Christian 
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and Islamite; or, at best, anything better than sub- 
lime folly. In defending the policy that prompted 
these Crusades, in upholding their justice, in con- 
tending that they were necessary, humanly speaking, 
to the very existence of Christianity, we do not 
apologize for each and every action of their leaders, 
or of the rank and file of their participants ; it is 
but too true that, as in other noble designs, many 
of the instruments were found to be full of flaws. 
We must distinguish the motives of the Crusaders. 

The Popes, most of the kings and princes, and 
nearly all the leaders, who took part in these expe- 
ditions, were impelled by the desire of banishing 
the infidel from the places sanctified by the life and 
death of the God-Man — by the desire of freeing a 
Christian people from a slavery that was cruel to 
the body and threatening to the soul. They felt the 
necessity of arresting the progress of an inexorable 
and barbarous enemy, who was menacing that 
Christian civilization which the Catholic Church had 
developed in nearly the whole, and was then plant- 
ing in the rest, of Europe ; they knew that the most 
efficacious means of doing this was by carrying war 
into Asia and Africa, by convincing Islam that 
Christendom could fight as well as pray. These 
motives were certainly noble. But among the masses, 
while the religious motive undoubtedly predominated 
with the immense majority, so that it may truly be 
said to have furnished the life and soul of the expe- 
ditions, other motives were sometimes mingled — 
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some of them base, some indifferent. Many who 
groaned at home under the feudal system hoped to 
find another lot awaiting them in the East; some 
were impelled by a curiosity to see those lands about 
which pilgrims had told such wonderful stories; 
some, undoubtedly, were incited by mere love of 
adventure. If these latter classes were guilty of 
excesses — nay, if even some of the leaders acted 
more like condottieri than like soldiers of Christ — 
the good name of the cause should not suffer. 

Those who affect horror at the sacrifice of two 
millions of Christian lives during the two centuries 
of the Crusades, do not, as a general thing, descant 
upon the great loss of life that purely secular wars 
have entailed, and yet entail, upon mankind. And 
how great is the difference between these and the 
Holy Wars, both as to causes and effects ! In the 
former, in nearly every case, men are taken from 
their firesides to kill and be killed without knowing 
the reason for it ; in the latter, they knew, thoroughly 
appreciated, and heartily applauded the reason. But, 
we are told, this knowledge, this appreciation, was 
that of superstition, and the hope of success was a 
folly. The Crusaders were certainly guilty of super- 
stition, if a vivid and life-sacrificing devotion to our 
faith, if a hearty reverence for everything connected 
with that faith, be superstition. We need not pause 
here to show that Christianity, felt and outwardly 
professed, is not superstition. 

But what about the folly of these wars? Not 
that supernatural effervescence which is known as 
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the folly of the Cross — for if that be understood, 
the Crusades were a folly — but a sheer absurdity is 
here intended. Well, now that the holy fever is at 
an end, and we can calmly criticise each and every 
one of its symptoms and consequences, many errors 
of management are discoverable; but at the time 
the attack on the strongholds of Islam was decreed, 
every reason, military and political, could be adduced 
for the success of the project. - Common sense 
assured the Western nations that the Byzantine 
Emperor, bearing, as he did, the first brunt of the 
Mussulman attack, would cordially and gratefully 
assist the enterprise; who could have foreseen the 
insane treachery of the entire schismatic tribe ? 

But what of the justice of the Crusades? The 
Islamites were pronounced religious and political 
enemies of the European nations. It was of the 
very essence of their religion — and too well did 
they practise it — to spread their faith by fire and 
sword, to enjoy the earth and its fullness. They 
had already subjugated the once flourishing Chris- 
tian states of the East, and in many of them had 
almost destroyed every vestige of the Christian 
religion; they had conquered a great part of the 
Iberian Peninsula; they had devastated a large 
portion of Italy, and, for a time, had even threat- 
ened France; in fine, to the Mussulman every war 
against a Christian state or community was holy. 
Where was the injustice of warring against such 
a race of men ? Consider also that war, and war 
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a V outrance, was the only means by which Europe 
could save herself from barbarism, her women from 
degradation, her children from slavery. 

Our age affects to detest mere sentiment, and 
is pre-eminently utilitarian. For this very reason 
it should admire the Crusades. The first great 
advantage they brought to Europe was frequent 
internal peace where intestine war had been the 
order of the day; the Christian swords that had 
so often crossed one another in unworthy strife 
were now turned against the common enemy of the 
Christian altar and of every Christian government. 
The Normans and other ferocious Northerners, 
who would have impeded the progress of civilization 
along the shores of the Baltic and the German 
Ocean, found an outlet for their warklike enthusiasm 
in distant Asia; and 6 ‘this expedition” (the second 
Crusade) says Krantz (“Sax.,” c. 13) “at least 
effected the freeing of Germany from a set of men 
who lived by robbing others.” Many a district 
hitherto living in awe of some petty tyrant, who, 
like an eagle from his eyry, had been wont to 
pounce down upon it on an errand of rapine, 
thanked the campaigns of Asia and Africa for 
affording such men an opportunity of satisfying 
their tastes away from home. Thousands of serfs, 
by taking the Cross, threw off the yoke of what 
was little less than slavery ; for the Crusader be- 
came a servant of God and of the Church, and 
a freeman. Strangers who took up their abode in 


The Holy Wars: Their Object and Results, 299 

the domains of some petty lord, used to become his 
serfs : now the pilgrim was sacred. 

Industry was advanced by means of the Crusades. 
The silks of Damascus were coveted by the West- 
erns, and Palermo, Lucca, Modena, and Milan be- 
came noted for the fabrics they wove for the lords 
and ladies who were no longer satisfied with the 
skins of beasts for clothing. The glassware of 
Tyre was introduced by the Venetians, and soon the 
ingenious sons of the Eepublic manufactured the 
beautiful and delicate crystals which have given 
its artisans celebrity to our own day. Wind-mills, 
till then not used, if at all known, in Europe, 
were copied from those in Asia Minor, where they 
were necessary, owing to the want of running 
waters. The goldsmith’s art received an impetus 
from the numerous relics and gems brought from 
the Orient, and which had to be richly set and 
mounted. 

Another advantage of the Crusades was the bet- 
ter administration of justice; when intestine war 
had become rare, order reappeared ; the great ones 
of the earth commenced to consider their followers 
as their poor ones — pauperes nostri , — for these in- 
feriors were now freed from local servitude, and 
began to unlearn the customs of hereditary serf- 
dom. Government was better developed; com- 
munes and republics came into existence, and gave 
equal laws even to the lands of the absent barons, 
elevating public over private power. The common 
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people, daring the long absences of the lords, de- 
pended upon the superior power of the kings; and 
thus was prepared, for the ultimate good of the na- 
tion, the fall of feudalism. The royal authority 
was constantly being increased by the acquisition of 
fiefs, either made vacant by death, or sold to the 
crown that their lords might obtain money for the 
Holy Wars. 

Still another advantage of the Crusades is thus 
described by Cantu: “In the fragmentary society 
of feudalism, each one’s country was bounded by 
the hedge that inclosed his field ; it was expensive 
and dangerous to cross the bridge that spanned 
the neighboring little torrent, in sight of the 
castle of the next proprietor. But suddenly the 
barriers fall, and whole nations enter on roads 
hitherto closed. Then the Northerners beheld in 
Italy, the relics of ancient, and the commencement 
of a new, civilization; at Bologna, they heard 
lectures on the Pandects; at Salerno and Monte 
Cassino, they attended medical academies; atThes- 
salonica, they visited schools of fine art ; at Con- 
stantinople, they inspected libraries and museums. 
James de Yitry expresses his wonder at finding 
the Italians Secret in counsel, diligent, studious, 
of public utility, careful for the future, detesting 
the yoke of another, ardent defenders of their 
liberties. 3 In Sicily and in Venice, whither they 
came to embark, they found more regular forms 
of government, and their astonishment on seeing 


The Holy Wars: Their Object and Results. 301 


all the citizens of Venice convoked to give assent 
to the decree of the doge, inspired ideas of a 
liberty very different from the German. When 
they were established on the new soil, they gave 
attention to a proper jurisprudence, which should 
not be imposed by force, but should be discussed 
by the reason of nations who deemed themselves 
equal, and who desired their own real advancement. 
The 6 Assizes’ that were then compiled became 
models for princes and communes; St. Louis 
profited by them for his ‘Establishments,’ and 
perhaps the English found in them the idea of 
their boasted jury. From the method of gathering 
tithes, then imposed by the Church, kings learned 
a regular system of taxes, which, if they became 
perpetual, at least ceased to be arbitrary and 
multifold.” 

With reference to the effects which the Crusades 
produced on the arts and letters of Europe, the 
same author says: “Since it is certain that the 
Crusades retarded the fall of Constantinople, I 
believe that literature profited by them : for Europe 
was not yet sufficiently mature to receive the clas- 
sics there preserved, as she did in the fifteenth cen- 
tury. In fact, of two rich libraries which then 
perished, no chronicler makes any mention, of so 
little account were they deemed; masterpieces of 
art were brutally ruined, unless when the Italians, 
especially the Venetians, preserved them to dec- 
orate their own cities. Look at Pisa, Genoa, and 
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the Norman edifices in Italy, and you will find 
them rich in columns and statues transferred from 
the East, — a fact which reveals a resurrection of 
the sentiment of the beautiful, and explains the 
sudden development of the arts among us. Liter- 
ature came forth from the sanctuary when all took 
part in universal enterprises; style was elevated 
when history passed from municipal events to prod- 
igies of valor; poetry found in reality that at which, 
by mere imagination, it would never have arrived.”* 
The Crusades were also of great benefit to com- 
merce. The commercial cities of Italy made im- 
mense profits by transporting warriors and pilgrims ; 
and they obtained great privileges in the conquered 
lands, establishing banks in Syria and along the 
Ionian and the Black Sea. Then began the com- 
mercial prosperity of what are now Belgium and 
Holland, of the south of France, of Bremen and 
Lubeck. Citizens became wealth}^, and were soon 
so powerful that they were able to exact rights and 
privileges. The sugar cane used by the Crusaders 
at Lebanon to assuage their terrible thirst, was 
transplanted to Sicily, thence carried by the Sara- 
cens to Granada, and from there taken by the Span- 
iards to America. Europe became acquainted with 
alum, indigo, and many other valuable drugs and 
spices; afterwards, while engaged in a search for a 
quick passage to the land that produced them, an 
Italian navigator discovered a new world. 


* “Storia Univ.,” b. xii, c. 18. 
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The Crusades failed of their main object — the 
freedom of the Holy Land, — but they checked the 
progress of Mohammedanism, and permitted the 
continuance of the work of civilization in Europe. 
They need no apology ; had they fully succeeded, 
Europe, Asia, and Africa would now, in all prob- 
ability, be entirely Christian. Their main idea was 
both politic and just. It was certainly good policy 
to give rest to a state by transporting its disturbers 
beyond the seas ; to turn this fury against the bar- 
barians. It was certainly just to combat a ferocious 
people, an article of whose religion was to exter- 
minate Christians, and who had already ravaged all 
Southern Europe.* 


* Was not that system of solidarity, which in the Middle 
Age hound the Catholic nations together by the principles of 
a common faith, at least as just and respectable as that modern 
international solidarity, styled European balance of power, 
which is based on a shifting policy, and on merely earthly in- 
terests? Ottoman barbarism everywhere rampant under the 
Crescent; Christian civilization on the defensive under the 
Cross; Islamism menacing the world with its impure torrents, 
and Christianity striking home at its implacable enemy — be- 
hold, in its most natural and philosophical aspect, the entire 
history of the Crusades. (Berault: “Hist. Gen. de PEglise,” 
vol. xii, p. 596.) 


THE “ORTHODOX” RUSSIAN, AND THE 
SCHISMATIC GREEK CHURCHES. 

The Atlantic cable informs us that “the Pope 
and the Czar are negotiating with a view to the 
reunion of the Greek and Latin Churches; and 
that, as the Pope is willing to let the Greek Church 
retain its own manner of worship, it is expected 
that the negotiations will be successful.”* Good 
news certainly, and most consoling, if the history 
of past “negotiations” did not warn us not to be 
over sanguine as to the result of future ones. 

In many minds the Russian, or, as it styles itself, 
the “orthodox” Church, is synonymous with the 
schismatic Greek Church ; but it is not schismatic 
Greek in origin, nor is it Greek in language, polity, 
or government. The schismatic Greek Church is 
composed of those Christians who recognize the 
spiritual jurisdiction of the Greek Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, and is confined to the territories once 
embraced in the Byzantine (now known as the 
Ottoman) Empire,! with its vassal (now only quasi 
vassal) States — Egypt, Nubia, etc. The Russian 
Church communicates with the schismatic Greek 

* June, 1SS7. 

f In 1833 the hierarchy of the new Kingdom of G-reece de- 
clared its independence of the patriarch, and in 1868 that pre- 
late recognized its autonomy. 
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and, in spite of its own liturgy, which stoutly asserts 
the primacy of the Roman See,* agrees with the 
schismatic Greeks in rejecting the authority of the 
Roman Pontiff ; but it is, in every respect, a national 
church. It recognizes no earthly authority over 
itself but that of the “Holy Synod,” a body en- 
tirely dependent on the Czar. Originally, the 
metropolitan of Russia was nominated by the sover- 
eign, and consecrated by the Constantinopolitan 
patriarch; but after the schism the czars began 
to act, more and more, as heads of the Church. 
In 1589, the Patriarch Jeremiah II. recognized Job, 
metropolitan of Moscow, as Patriarch of Russia, 
and as next in rank to him of Alexandria. In the 
reign of Alexis Michaelovitch, father of Peter the 
Great, Nikon of Moscow rejected the authority of 
Constantinople ; and in 1667, Nikon having offended 
Alexis, he was deposed, and the power of his suc- 
cessors became nominal. Peter the Great finally, 
in 1721, placed the government of the Russian 
Church in a “Holy Synod,” every member of which 
swears obedience to the Czar as “supreme judge in 
this spiritual assembly.” 

* The Russian liturgical books, written in Old Slavonic, are 
full of such testimonies. Thus, Pope St. Sylvester is called 
“the divine head of the holy bishops.” Pope St. Leo I. is 
styled “the successor of St. Peter on the highest throne, 
the heir of the impregnable rock.” To Pope St. Martin is 
said: “Thou didst adorn the divine throne of Peter, and, 

holding the church upright on this rock which cannot be 
shaken, thou didst honor thy name.” Pope St. Leo III. is 
thus addressed : “Chief pastor of the Church, fill the place of 
Jesus Christ.” St. Peter is called the sovereign pastor of all 
the Apostles — “ pastyr vladytchnyi vsich Apostolov ,” 
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The language of the Russian Church is not the 
Greek, but the Slavonic; and not the vernacular, 
but the Old Slavonic, with which the people are 
not familiar. Protestants are much mistaken when, 
reading that the Greeks, Syrians, Copts, etc., cele- 
brate their services in Greek, Syriac, Coptic, etc., 
they imagine they discover an example for their own 
use of the vernacular. The languages used in the 
rituals of these peoples are very different from those 
in daily use. Nor do the Russians owe their con- 
version to the Greek schismatic Church. This 
conversion was effected by the Roman Catholic 
Apostolic Church ; for whether, as we learn from 
Constantine Porphyrogenitus, the first missionaries 
to Russia were sent by the Catholic Patriarch Igna- 
tius (867), or, as Nestor asserts, they were sent by 
the schismatic Photius (866), it is certain that no 
real impression was made upon the Russian masses 
until toward the end of the tenth century,* when 
the Grand Duke Vladimir, called “the Apostolic,” 
embraced Christianity ; and at that time the Greeks 
were in communion with Rome. The revival of 
the schism, by Michael Cerularius, did not much 

* About the year 945 Olha, Olga, or Elga, widow of a grand 
duke (or king) of Russia, made a journey to Constantinople, 
and was there baptized. Returning to Russia, she vainly 
endeavored to convert her countrymen. But her grandson, 
Vladimir, having married Anna, sister of the Greek Emperor 
Basil II., was baptized in 988, and in a few years nearly all the 
Russians received the Faith. Those authors who assign the 
conversion of Russia to the ninth century, remarks Bergier, 
confuse the reign of Basil II. with that of Basil the Macedo- 


nian. 
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affect the Russians. Not until the twelfth century 
were they entirely seduced from the Roman obe- 
dience. Then, with the exception of the Church 
of Galicia,* most of the Russians ceased to be 
Catholics. However, at the time of the Council 
of Florence (1439) there were as many Catholics as 
schismatics in Russia. (Bollandists : “Septem- 

ber,” v. 41.) About the middle of the fifteenth 
century, a second Photius, Archbishop of Kiev, ex- 
tended the schism throughout the land. 

Some authors opine that the schism of Cerularius 
did not affect even the entire Greek Empire in the 
eleventh century. Certainly, Pope Alexander II. 
sent Peter, Bishop of Anagni, as apocrisiarius 
(agent, not legate) to the Emperor Michael Ducas 
in 1071, and he continued as such for a whole year. 
When, in 1078, St. Gregory VII. excommunicated 
Nicephorus Botoniates, it was only because of his 
having dethroned Ducas, who was in communion 
with the Holy See. Pope Paschal II. sent Chryso- 
lanus (or, as some write the name, Grosolanus, or 
Proculanus) as legate to Alexis Comnenus. Alex- 
andre and Mansi hold that there was communion 
between the West and East for some time after the 
excommunication of Cerularius and his pretended 
retaliation of the same. It is noteworthy that 

* The Catholics of Galicia, or Red Russia, who number two 
millions of Ruthenians, as they are called, use the Slavonic 
liturgy, aud their secular clergy may marry before receiving 
Holy Orders. 
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Euthymus Zygabenus, who, by order of Alexis 
Comnenus, collected the sayings of the Fathers 
against each and every heresy, makes no mention of 
the Latins as heretics. Even in the twelfth century 
there were many Greeks in communion with Rome, 
as we learn from the many narratives of the Cru- 
sades, from the “ Alexias 5 ’ of Anna Comnena, from 
tho “Life of Manuel’’ by Nicetas Choniates, and 
from the letters (B. IV., Nos. 39, 40) of the Vener- 
able Peter of Cluny to the Emperor John Comnenus 
and to the Patriarch of Constantinople. 

The following remarks of Father Gagarin, than 
whom the reader will find no better authority on 
matters concerning the Russian Church, are worthy 
of attention: “It was only in a very indirect 

manner that the Russian Church was drawn into 
schism. The metropolitans of Kiev depended, in the 
hierarchical order, upon Constantinople. When the 
rupture between Rome and Byzantium took place, 
Kiev found itself separated from the centre of 
unity; but for a long time the Russians did not 
share the passions of the Greeks, and it may be 
said that, for a long period, merely a material schism 
subsisted between Rome and the Russian Church. 
But the clergy of Constantinople endeavored to 
imbue the Russians with their own prejudices and 
with their hatred of the Latins. They succeeded, 
and when the princes of Moscow manifested a de- 
sign of attacking the independence of the Russian 
Church, this body could rely on itself alone. 
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“As yet no one has written the sad and touching 
history of the struggle which this Church, isolated 
from the West, and betrayed by the East, sustained 
against the growing ambition of the grand dukes 
and czars of Moscow. And, nevertheless, that 
history has some beautiful pages. If the Russian 
Church succumbed, it was not without combat or 
without glory. Ivan III., if not from conviction, 
at least ostensibly, belonged to a sect which de- 
signed to substitute Judaism for Christianity. The 
metropolitan of Moscow had been seduced, but the 
Russian Church preserved sufficient strength and 
independence to condemn the impure doctrines. 
When Ivan IV., who much resembled Henry VIII. 
of England, shed the blood of his subjects in 
torrents, and trampled on the authority of the 
Church to gratify his passions, Philip, metropolitan 
of Moscow, spoke to him with apostolic liberty, 
and sealed his remonstrances with his blood. But 
the Church continued to lose ground, and when 
Boris Godounov transformed the metropolitan of 
Moscow into a patriarch (1588), that elevation 
was, in his mind, for the purpose of furnishing the 
Czar with a willing tool.” * 

Although the “orthodox” Russians and schismatic 

o 

Greeks, like the Nestorians and Jacobites, are wit- 
nesses to the antiquity of many dogmas which 
Protestants regard as modern human innovations, 


* “La Russie, Sera-t-elle Catholique? ” Paris, 1856. 
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Protestant polemics ever show much sympathy for 
the aversion cherished by these schismatics toward 
the Holy See. The children of the Reformation 
have often endeavored to enter into communion 
with these separatists, but their efforts have re- 
sulted, each time, only in a formal condemnation of 
Protestant tenets by the progeny of Photius and 
Cerularius. Two of these attempts at union be- 
tween the Eastern and Western opponents of Rome 
merit attention. 

In 1574 Stephen Grerlach, a Lutheran, and preacher 
to the imperial embassy at Constantinople, was 
urged by many of his co-religionists to obtain from 
Jeremiah II., Patriarch of Constantinople, an en- 
dorsement of the “Confession of Augsburg” as 
consonant with the faith of the schismatics. But 
Jeremiah combatted the “Confession” as heretical, 
with tongue and pen. In 1672 Dositheus, schismatic 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, convoked a synod to con- 
sider the doctrines of Calvin, and the synodals said 
of the Lutheran overtures to Jeremiah: “Martin 
Crugius, and others well versed in the new doctrines 
of Luther, sent the articles of their ‘Confession’ 
to him who then sat on the throne of the Catholic 
Constantinopolitan Church, that they might learn 
whether they agreed in doctrine with the Oriental 
churches. But that great Patriarch wrote to them 
— yea, against them — three learned discourses, or 
replies, wherein he theologically and Catholicly re- 
futed their entire heresy, and taught them the 
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orthodox doctrines which the Oriental Church re- 
ceived from the beginning. However, they paid 
no attention ; for they had bidden farewell to all 
piety. The patriarch’s book was issued, in Greek 
and Latin, at Wittemberg in Germany, in the year 
of salvation 1584; but before the time of Jeremiah, 
the entire doctrine of the Oriental Church had been 
more fully set forth by the priest John Nathaniel, 
procurator of Constantinople, in his ‘Treatise on 
the Sacred Liturgy ; ’ and after the said Jeremiah, 
this was also done by Gabriel Severus Moreanus, 
Archbishop of our brethren of Crete, in his book on 
‘The Seven Sacraments of the Catholic Church.’ ”* 

Another and more celebrated attempt to unite the 
Western innovators and the Eastern schismatics 
was made in the seventeenth century. Cyril Lucar, 
a Candiot, was sent to the University of Padua 
when a youth, where he studied under the famous 
Margunius, Bishop of Cythera. After his gradu- 
ation he travelled in Germany, and became infected 
with the new doctrines. Nevertheless, on his re- 
turn among the Greeks he received the priesthood, 
and in time became Patriarch of Alexandria. In 
1621, having bribed the Grand Vizier, with money 
furnished by the Calvinists of Holland, he was 
appointed Patriarch of Constantinople. He began 
immediately to teach Calvinism; the clergy re- 
volted; Cyril was exiled to Rhodes, and Anthimius 

* We have followed the Latin version of this Synod of 
Jerusalem (or of Bethlehem), made hy an anonymous Bene- 
dictine of St. Maur, and first published at Paris, in 1676. 
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of Adrianople was placed on the patriarchal throne. 
However, the intrigues of the English ambassador 
caused the Porte to recall Cyril, and he soon pub- 
lished a 6 ‘Confession of Faith” of the mostCalvin- 
istic type. In 1636 the indignation of the Greeks 
compelled the Porte to again banish the innovator, 
but after three months he was once more recalled 
— only to be bow-stringed, by order of the Porte, 
in 1638.* 

Lucar’s “Confession of Faith” appeared in Hol- 
land in 1645, and was gladly welcomed by Protes- 
tants as a harbinger of their recognition by the 
historically venerable churches of the East; but 
the consequent publication of the justly celebrated 
“Perpetuity of the Faith of the Catholic Church 
concerning the Eucharist” demonstrated the fal- 
laciousness of their hopes. t They soon found that 
the Greeks admitted their agreement with Eome 
concerning most of the Catholic dogmas. Indeed, 

* Spondanus: y. 1627, no. 9; y. 1638, no. 14; y. 1639, no. 
12. — Claude : “R^ponse a La Perp6tuit£ de la Foi,” La Havre, 
1670. — Hottinger: “Analecta^Hist. Theol.” — Du Pin: “Bibli- 
otheque des Auteurs Ecclesiastiques.” — Thos. Smith: “Life 
of Cyril Lucar.” 

t In the five quarto volumes of which this work consists, 
are collected testimonies of all the Greek ecclesiastical authors 
who wrote after the schism of Photius; the professions of 
faith of many patriarchs and bishops; declarations of many 
synods; the liturgies, etc., of the East. It is proved that in 
all ages, just as to-day, the Orientals admitted seven Sacra- 
ments, and held that these produce (?) grace; that, as now, 
they believed in Transubstantiation; that, as now, they 
prayed to the saints, prayed for the dead. It is also shown 
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as soon as Lucar’s “Confession” appeared in Con- 
stantinople, the author was synodically deposed, 
and Cyril of Berea was made patriarch. This pre- 
late convoked a synod in 1638, and a condemnation 
of Lucar’s “Confession” was signed by the three 
schismatic patriarchs (of Constantinople, Alexan- 
dria, and Jerusalem), and by twenty-three bishops. 
Soon after, bribery and intrigue procured the pa- 
triarchal chair for Parthenius of Adrianople, who 
in 1642 held another synod, which again reprobated 
Lucar’s teachings. In 1672 Dositheus of Jerusa- 
lem celebrated the synod already mentioned, which 
confirmed the decisions of the other assemblies. 

In the “Acts” of this assembly we read that 
the Greek schismatics accused the Calvinists (whom 
they styled “liars, innovators, heretics, mendacious 
architects, apostates, who, like all heretics, are arti- 
ficial explainers of Scripture and of the Fathers,”) 
of calumniating the Orientals by the assertion that 
the said Orientals held Calvinistic doctrine. And 
this assertion was made, say the bishops, in spite 


that Lucar manifested, not the sentiments of his Church, hut 
his own opinions — a fact proved by himself when he proposed 
his doctrine as one he would like to introduce among the 
Greeks. In the last two volumes of the “Perpetuity,” the 
doctrine of the Catholic and schismatic Greek Churches is 
compared with that of the N'estorians, who separated from 
Rome in the fifth century, and with that of the Eutychians, 
or Jacobites, who became schismatics in the sixth. Then fol- 
lows an exposition of the belief and of the discipline of the 
Ethiopians, Egyptian Copts, Maronites, and of the Nestorians 
scattered throughout Persia and India. 
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of so many declarations of Greek patriarchs; in 
spite of the publication of the “orthodox” belief; 
in spite of the lucid treatises of many Greek doctors. 
Then follow eighteen chapters, in which the synodals 
declare that man’s free-will was not destroyed by 
the fall of Adam; that faith alone will not justify; 
that there are seven sacraments; that Baptism 
cleanses from original sin; that in the Eucharist 
the substance of the bread and wine is really 
changed into the substance of the Body and Blood 
of Christ; that the saints are to be invoked as 
friends of God ; that their images are to be ven- 
erated ; that we must receive all traditions given us 
by the Church, which, being taught by the Holy 
Ghost, can not err. 

Disappointed in their hopes of union with some 
ecclesiastical body of comparative antiquity, the 
Calvinists accounted for the adverse action of the 
schismatic synods by the supposition of Latin 
bribery. Thus, in 1722, appeared the book of 
Cowell, an Englishman, who tried to prove that 
fraud was behind the apparent agreement of the 
Roman and schismatic doctrines. Mosheim affects 
to discover, in the history of the Lucar affair, that 
Catholic polemics do not scruple at dishonesty 
when disputing with heretics. Now, it is false 
that the Greek bishops who condemned the Western 
“reformers” were partial to the Latins. Cyril of 
Berea, like many other schismatic prelates and 
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priests of his time, may have died, as Mosheim 
asserts, in the Eoman communion, but the dominant 
spirits of the synods in question would have rivalled 
a Scotch covenanter in hatred of Rome. Nec- 
tarius, an ex-patriarch of Jerusalem, composed an 
energetic diatribe “Against the Primacy of the 
Pope.” Dositheus, the president of the Synod of 
Jerusalem, published, in 1683, many works of 
Simeon of Thessalonica, in which this writer se- 
verely upbraids the Latins. Again, if these Greek 
adversaries of the “Reformation” were actuated by 
a desire of pleasing Rome, why did they, in these 
very synods, so strenuously assert their peculiar 
dogma concerning the Procession of the Holy 
Ghost? Finally, how is it that the Greeks, so 
bitter against the Holy See, so tenacious of their 
own distinctive doctrines, did not depose Dositheus, 
Nectarius, Parthenius, etc. ? 

From the day of her separation from Rome, the 
Greek Church, once so active, has been in a state 
of lethargy, displaying none of that fecundity 
which Christ promised to His own spouse. “The 
prodigious ignorance and stupid superstition,” says 
Feller, “in which the priests and people of this 
isolated Church are involved, necessarily entail the 
great abuses and enormous disorders with which 
they are reproached. For centuries the Greeks 
can show no celebrated doctor, no council worthy 
of attention. Their latest sages — Bessarion, Al- 
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latius, Arcudius, etc., — all belonged to the Church 
of Rome.”* 

And now a few words as to the probability of a 
submission of the Russian 4 Orthodox” Church to 
the Roman jurisdiction. The Czar may devoutly 
wish for union with Rome. If he is a statesman, 
he must realize that the activity and zeal of a 
Papal clergy would be a great check to the growth 
of Nihilism. The more learned and more pious 
of the “ orthodox” clergy — too few, alas! in 
number — may yearn for unity. But there is one 
obstacle, which apparently, neither the once power- 

* Again we call the reader’s attention to some reflections 
of Gagarin: “Bizantism pretended to have for its object 
the exaltation and triumph of the Greek Church, Empire, and 
nationality. It sacrificed the unity and independence of the 
Church to that object, and what has been the result of the 
conflict which it provoked? The ruin of the Greek Church, 
and consequently of the Greek Empire and nationality. But 
God did not wish that this ancient and glorious Church should 
perish. He raised up a new people, who seem to have the 
mission of re-establishing her in her pristine splendor. That 
people is the Slavic, and three-fourths of them belong to the 
Oriental rite, with this difference, that their liturgical lan- 
guage is the (Old) Slavonic. One can not avoid being struck 
by the contrast between the Slavonic and Greek branches of the 
Oriental rite. The former possesses numbers, force, vigor, 
while the latter exhibits only feebleness and decrepitude. 
Laying aside every other argument, the figures will make this 
difference palpable. It is estimated that all the Oriental 
Christians — Slavs, Greeks, Moldo-Wallachians, or Roumani- 
ans, Georgians, etc., — number about seventy million souls, of 
whom nearly sixty millions are Slavs. If from the ten or twelve 
remaining millions we deduct those who are not Greeks, we 
see to how small a number the Greeks are reduced. Now, the 
Slavs of the Oriental rite are nearly all subjects of the Hus- 
sion Empire.” 
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ful inclinations of a Czar nor the fast-decreasing 
influence of a corrupt clergy can overcome. When 
England shall have learned the wisdom of doing 
justice to Ireland, there may be hope that Russia 
will commence to doubt the wisdom, of her policy 
toward her Ireland — unfortunate, noble, and ex- 
hausted Poland. But as yet, to the average Rus- 
sian mind, Poland is a subject only for the iron 
heel; and Catholicism , to this mind, means Latin - 
ism , — i. e., Polanism . The Russian “ patriot,” 
therefore, regards any progress of Catholicism in 
“Holy Russia” as a progress of Polish nationality. 

Again, the Russian clergy have always syste- 
matically inculcated the idea that a reunion with 
Rome means the abolition of several institutions 
dear to the Russian heart — viz., Communion under 
both species, the use of fermented bread in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass, the Old Slavonic liturgy, and 
the marriage of the secular clergy. And here we 
must note that nothing can be more false than the 
idea entertained by most of the Eastern schismatics 
that whenever there has been a question of reunion 
with Rome, the Holy See has designed to force 
them to adopt the Latin rite and discipline. While 
it is true that in the Ottoman Empire all of the 
United or Catholic Greeks, excepting the Syrian 
Melchites ; and that in Poland, very many members 
of the Greek rite have passed over to the Latin 
rite; the Holy See can not be justly blamed for 
these facts, since they are to be ascribed to causes 
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completely foreign to the actions of the Catholic 
missionaries.* In refutation of this idea of the 
Papal intentions, Benedict XIV., in his Bull Alletce 
sunt , quotes the words of Pope Innocent IV., who 
cited two Constitutions of Pope Leo X. and Clem- 
ent VII., in which these Pontiffs vehemently re- 
proved those Latins who blamed the Greeks for 
their observance of certain customs approved by 
the Council of Florence. The same Benedict XIV., 
speaking of those who were laboring for reunion, 
resumes their obligations as follows: (1.) They 
should disabuse the schismatics of those errors 
which their ancestors introduced in order that they 

* “In Turkey,” says G-agarin, “until the hatti-houmayoum 
of Feb. IS, 1S56, all the Christians of the Greek rite were 
placed under the (civil) authority of the Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople; and when one of them renounced that prelate’s 
communion to enter that of the Pope, it is evident that he was 
exposed to vexation by the former personage, who, though 
no longer his spiritual, was still his temporal ruler. He had 
only one way of escaping persecution, and that was a with- 
drawal from the patriarch’s civil jurisdiction when he left the 
schismatic communion. To effect this withdrawal, he had to 
join the Latin rite. These few words ought to explain how, 
in Greece and the Archipelago, all the Catholic Greeks have 
been led to abandon the Greek rite. The concessions made 
by the Sultan Abdul-Mejid, on Feb. 18, 1S56, deprived the pa- 
triarch of his civil authority over his co-nationals; but it has 
not yet been shown that the Greeks who were desirous of join- 
ing the Roman communion, and who still preferred to cling 
to their old rite, could do so with impunity. Let us judge, 
then, whether they could have done so a century or two ago. 
In Poland the circumstances were different, but the united 
Russians passed to the Latin rite because of similar influ- 
ences. In the Republic of Poland there were two rites, two 
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might have a pretext for withdrawing from the 
obedience of the Sovereign Pontiff. As an easier 
method of converting said schismatics, the great- 
est stress should be laid upon the writings of the 
early Fathers of the Greek Church, who are in 
perfect accord with the Latin Fathers. (2.) To 
bring the Eastern schismatics into the fold of the 
true Church, it is not necessary to attack their 
rites. On the contrary, as the Apostolic See has 
always insisted, they must not be urged to follow 
the Latin rite. And in our own day Pope Pius IX., 
in an Encyclical address to the Orientals, under 
date of January 6, 1848, uttered the same senti- 
ments. Nevertheless, the idea is firmly fixed in 
most Russian minds that union with Rome means 
the loss of their loved rite. This, added to their 
present sentiments as to the burning question of 
Poland, would seem to indicate that there is little 
probability of a speedy submission of the Russian 
Church to the Holy See. 


languages, and two nationalities. The superiority was with 
the Poles; and when the convert adopted the Latin rite, he 
assumed Polish nationality, and entered the ranks of the dom- 
inant people. Does not this state of things explain the facts 
opposed to us?” 


COLUMBUS AND HIS ALLEGED CRIMES. 


Christopher Columbus, insists Count Roselly 
de Lorgues, one of the only two authors of satis- 
factory biographies of the hero-navigator, does not 
belong exclusively to* Italy, where he was born ; nor 
to Spain, which he served ; but rather to Catholicity, 
from which he received inspiration, and which, 
reciprocating, surrounds him with incomparable 
splendor. This is well said; but we would take 
issue with the illustrious author when he adds that 
“to France, after Rome, it belongs, as the eldest 
daughter of the Church, to celebrate religiously” 
the fourth centenary of the discovery of America.* 
In the generous rivalry as to who will be foremost 
in proclaiming the glories of Columbus, no people 
have a better right to be in the van than the Cath- 
olics of the United States. It needs not that we 
join in that absurd spread-eagleism which would 
insinuate that the Church never found a proper field 
for her labors until this Republic came into exist- 
ence ; there is sufficient reason for congratulation in 
the past of the American Church, sufficient grounds 
for hope as to its future, to induce the American 
Catholic to enter, with more heart and soul than 


* In a late letter to the Committee of the International Fed- 
eration of the Sacred Heart for the Religious Celebration of 
the Fourth Centenary of the Discovery of America. 
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any other, into the joys of the coming celebration. 
And when the spirit of Columbus shall look down 
upon that recognition of his transcendent merits, 
it will approve of the American Catholic’s part with 
more zest than it will feel for any other’s share; 
for the great event of the hero’s life was not so 
much a voyage of discovery as a missionary enter- 
prise. “The man who bore Christ in his heart,” says 
Roselly de Lorgues, “as he did in his name, raised 
His image also on his ship; he had the representa- 
tion of the Crucified on the royal standard. In the 
name of Jesus Christ he issued his official order for 
departure ; with that name he began the diary of 
his voyage; with that name he braved the horrors 
of the ‘tenebrous’ sea, and subjugated his mutinous 
crew; in that name he took possession of the first 
island to which the Divine Goodness led him. 
There he planted the Cross, and dedicated the land 
to the Saviour, imposing upon it the blessed name 
of San Salvador.” * 

It is a remarkable fact that while most of the 
contemporaries of Columbus seem to have been in- 
different as to his glory, the Holy See was ever 
prodigal with its sympathy for his work. Three 
successive Popes manifested their affection for him ; 
and at the time when he suffered so much from de- 
traction, he was honored by the friendship of many 
members of the Sacred College. Pope Leo X. 
used to listen, during the winter evenings, to read- 


* Idem. 
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mgs of his adventures as narrated by Peter Martyr 
of Anghiera. It was under the auspices of Pope 
Innocent XI. that the learned Oratorian, Bozius, 
published his “Signs of the Church of God,” in 
* which he applied many of the olden prophecies to 
Columbus. Cardinal Bernardine Carvajal held a 
correspondence with Peter Martyr of Anghiera in 
reference to the navigator; and Cardinal Louis of 
Aragon sent one of his secretaries to that litterateur 
to record what he had learned from the lips of the 
navigator himself. Cardinal Bernbo devoted a chap- 
ter of his “History of Venice” to the voyages of our 
hero. It was by invitation of several cardinals that 
Julius Csesar Stella undertook his Latin epic on 
the New World, which Cardinal Alexander Farnese 
caused to be read to his colleagues assembled for 
recreation in his villa. Cardinal Sforza-Pallavicino 
gave much space of his “Fasti Sacri” to Columbus. 
Cardinal Valerio, in his work on the “Consolations 
of the Church,” glorifies the navigator, and applies 
some of the prophecies of Isaias to his mission. The 
poet Gambara sang of the wonderful voyages on 
the invitation of the famous statesman, Cardinal 
Granvelle. It was Cardinal Mendoza, Archbishop 
of Toledo, known as the “third King of Spain,” 
who first presented Columbus to Ferdinand and 
Isabella. Among the first to applaud the design of 
the Italian sailor was Mgr. Geraldini, the papal 
nuncio at the Spanish court. The nuncio took up 
the cause of Columbus against certain theologians, 
who imagined that he implied the existence of other 
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worlds not mentioned in Genesis ; and he convinced 
Cardinal Mendoza that the Columbian theory did 
not contradict St. Augustine or Nicholas of Lyra, 
who, for that matter, he observed, were not cos- 
mographers or navigators.* And while the Papacy 
was thus preventing even Italy, his native land, 
from forgetting the honor due to her illustrious 
son, perhaps the only circumstance that kept his 
memory alive in the rest of the world was that stu- 
pid story of the egg with the broken end.f “The 
story pleased children, and the first German nar- 
rative on the subject of Columbus was designed 
for their amusement.” } 

Until very late years, strange to say, few writers 
treated at all extensively of Columbus; indeed, only 


* Cantu: “Illustri Italiani,” art. “Colombo.” 
f Lamartine, in his imaginative biography of Columbus, 
locates the scene of this exhibition in the banquet-hall of King 
Ferdinand. Others describe it as occurring at the feast given 
in honor of the Grand Admiral by Cardinal Mendoza. None 
of the Spanish historians speak of it; the first to do so was the 
Milanese Benzoni; and he, thinks De Lorgues, must have con- 
fused some of his childish recollections. The story of the egg 
is, in all likelihood, of Italian origin. “It is attributed with 
much probability to Brunnelleschi, the architect of the cupola 
of Sta. Maria del Fiore. In this supposition, the idea, inept 
as it is, is not impossible. At a table where are assembled a 
lot of Florentine artists, free-and-easy banterers and scoffers, 
such frivolity is comprehensible; but nowhere else.” Nearly 
all smart sayings, observed Voltaire, recalling the application 
of this tale to Brunnelleschi, are repetitions. (“Essai sur les 
Moeurs,” ch. 145.) 

t Be Lorgues, vol. i, b. 2. 
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two such, Humboldt and Irving, were well known to 
English readers. Both of these being Protestants, 
it is not surprising that the religious aspect of the 
life of the hero was presented in a distorted fashion, 
or, at best, in a very inadequate manner. Nor did 
the scientific side of the navigator’s career receive 
a strictly just treatment from the school represented 
by these two authors. For instance, Robertson 
consoles his insular jealousy with the assurance that 
if the sagacity of Columbus had not made America 
known to us, some happy accident would have done 
so at some other time. Otto contended that the 
Genoese discovered nothing, since America had 
been visited by Europeans long before his day. It 
was reserved to our times to produce two really 
satisfactory narratives of this wonderful and edify- 
ing life : one by the Frenchman, Roselly de Lorgues ; 
the other by the Italian, Tardueci. These authors 
alone seem to have been willing, and, being willing, 
to have been able, to properly delineate the not 
easily appreciated career of him who, when pre- 
senting his gift of a new world to their Spanish 
Majesties, conjured them “to allow no foreigner to 
establish himself therein for commercial purposes, 
unless he were a Catholic; to permit entrance even 
to no Spaniard, unless he were a true Christian; 
for the design and execution of this enterprise have 
had no other object than the growjth and glory 
of the Christian religion.”* The Protestant and 


* U Y digo que Vuestras Altezas no deben consentir qne 
aqui trate ni hagapi£ ninguno extrangero, salvo catolieos cris- 
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philosophistic school* could not be expected to read- 
ily abandon the field which it had been used to re- 
gard as its own. It is not unnatural that a Harvard 
professor should have volunteered to restore the 
lagunes which De Lorgues and Tarducci had filled 
up, and to re-envelop the life of Columbus in the 
haze which they had dissipated. But the work of 
Justin Winsor is of too flimsy a nature to be wel- 
comed by the scientific ; indeed, one can discover no 
reason for its appearance, save that implied by the 
zeal with which the writer has endeavored to show 
that our hero was a very ordinary man, and the 
almost ghoulish appetite which he displays for the 
imperfections which his school has ever pretended 
to discern in an almost perfect character. 

The faults of Irving in his treatment of Colum- 
bus are mostly of a negative kind. The deliberate 
calumniator is absent in his lucubrations ; most of 
his sins are those of omission ; and probably they 
would not have to be deplored, had his religious 
and political environment permitted him to see the 
appropriateness, if not the necessity, of avoiding 
them. Thus, it was a grave historical fault for him 
to commit when, treating of the landing at San Sal- 
vador, he said nothing of the erection by Columbus 
of an immense cross, in sign of his having taken 
possession of that territory in the name of our Lord 


tianos, pues este fue el fin y el comienzo del proposito que 
fuese par acrecentamiento y gloria de la religion cristiana.” 
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Jesus Christ.* However, most of his school can 
not be so leniently treated by the Catholic critic. 
Humboldt charges Columbus with inflexible severity 
and cruelty; with the violation of the personal 
liberty of the Indians, and with administrative in- 
capacity. We shall briefly examine these charges, 
and thus see whether there is any justification for 
the sole raison d'etre of Winsor’s diatribe. 

The charge of inflexible severity is based princi- 
pally upon the Admiral’s treatment of Bernal Diaz, 
who had formed a conspiracy, a plan of which was 
found upon his person, and which he did not dis- 
avow. But Irving finds that the course of Columbus 
was quite moderate, inasmuch as he abstained from 
exercising his undoubted vice-regal prerogative of 
inflicting condign punishment upon a confessed 
traitor ; simply confining him to one of the ships 
until he could be forwarded to Spain for trial. His 
accomplices of inferior rank, adds Irving, were 
punished according to their degree of guilt, but not 
with the rigor it deserved.! From this moment, 
says Charlevoix,! this act of necessary justice, in 
which all formalities were exactly observed, began 
to entail consequences fatal to Columbus and his 
whole family. His enemies charged him with 

* “Per lasciare un segno d ’haver preso la possessione in 
nome del Signore Jesu Cristo.” Ramusio : “Delle Naviga- 
zioni e Yiaggi,” vol. iii, fol. 2. 

t B. vi, ch. S. 

X “Histoire do St.-Domingue,” b. 2. 
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capriciously outraging Castilian gentlemen; but, 
remarks Irving, they took good care to be silent 
concerning the crimes and debaucheries of these 
gentlemen, and the seditious cabals which the Ad- 
miral had so often forgiven.* * * § Modern philanthro- 
pists, Humboldt at their head, have affected horror 
at the punishment which Columbus, in his instruc- 
tions, recommended as befitting robbers. But pun- 
ishments vary with times and places. Oviedo, an 
eye-witness, tells us that among the Indians first 
found by Columbus, “the sin most abominated was 
theft. The native code “prescribed impalement 
as its penalty.” Charlevoix corroborates this ac- 
count. When the Admiral found himself obliged, 
in time, to punish theft among the Indians, he sub- 
stituted for their own penalty one which spared life, 
while marking the culprits as warnings to others. 
He cut off the end of the ear or of the nose; as was 
prescribed in those days by the Code of Valencia, { 
and by that of the Hermandad.§j 

The charge of cruelty to the Indians is persist- 
ently brought against Columbus by English and 
American writers, and by the entire Protestant 
school. The picture of only a pitiful remnant of 
aborigines surviving contact with the Anglo-Saxon 


* B. viii, ch. 8. 

f “Hist. Nat. de las Indias,” b. v, ch. 3. 

t Tarazona: “Instituciones del Fuero, y Privilegios del 
Reino de Valencia,” vol. viii. 

§ S aint -Hilaire : “Histoire d’Espagne,” b. xviii. 


328 Columbus and His Alleged Crimes. 

in North America, while seven-eighths of the pop- 
ulation of Spanish and Portuguese America are of 
pure or mixed Indian blood, is too eloquent a com- 
mentary on the respective civilizing capabilities of 
Protestant and Catholic nations, and on the philan- 
thropic tendencies of the two pioneer white races 
which disputed the possession of the New World, to 
allow of any equanimity of temper, or any judicial 
impartiality, on the part of these gentlemen when 
treating of this and kindred subjects. In the specifi- 
cation to the effect that Columbus reduced the Indi- 
ans to slavery, it should be remembered that he 
never counselled the enslaving of the pacific and 
mild-mannered savages: it was the ferocious, man- 
eating, and otherwise indomitable race of the Caribs, 
whom no kindness or other rule could affect, that 
he proposed to enslave, for the well-being of the 
settlers and their own. To the peaceable Indians 
he was a defender : he caused their persons, families, 
and property to be respected. It was because of this 
distinction that the depraved and rapacious among 
the adventurers of Hispaniola, while the hero’s 
foes at Seville were accusing him of maltreating the 
natives, wrote to the sovereigns that the Admiral 
would not countenance the subjection of the Indians 
to Christians. Even Humboldt recognizes this con- 
tradiction. Certainly the Spanish court never re- 
proached the Admiral for severity in administra- 
tion; nay, when his successor received his final 
instructions, in the presence of the sovereigns, 
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the Counsellor of State, Fonseca, advised him to 
avoid the troubles of Columbus by being, from the 
beginning of his administration, implacable in face 
of any attempt at revolt.* 

As to the charge of administrative incapacity, 
why, asks Roselly de Lorgues, should we discuss 
the governmental acts of Columbus, when facts are 
more eloquent than any interpretation? “When, 
after his discovery of the New Continent, he re- 
turned sick to Hispaniola, to find insurrection rife 
among the natives, the Spaniards in rebellion, his 
own orders contemned, and his subordinates traitors, 
his position seemed hopeless ; for he was without 
troops, money, or moral aid. Nevertheless, by 
adroit concessions and able temporizations, he 
subdued violence, disarmed crime, re-established- 
authority, organized production, and initiated the 
prosperity of Hispaniola. If that is not adminis- 
trative ability, explain the prodigy. How can we 
doubt the administrative talents of Columbus, when 
we behold this seaman become suddenly, according 
to necessity, agriculturist, architect, military en- 
gineer, constructer of roads and bridges, economist, 
and a specially able magistrate V ? Envy invented this 
fancied incapacity of the Admiral, in order to mask 
its own hideously ungrateful designs. It succeeded 
only too well ; but it is certain that even at the time 
when the person of Columbus was the object of per- 
secution, his colonial regulations, abrogated under 

* Herrera : “Hist. Gen. des Conquetes et Voyages des Cas- 
tilians dans les Indes Occidentals, ” t>. iv, ch. 13. 
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the influence of his successors, were soon restored 
by order of the monarchs. 

We have said that the philosophistic, Protestant, 
and freethinking schools affect to regard Columbus 
as a very ordinary man. It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that they should gleefully seize upon any 
chance of showing that our hero sometimes yielded 
to the grosser frailties of human nature. One in- 
stance they have thought to advance, and only one. 
They tell us that when he lay upon his death-bed, 
on the very eve of his dissolution, the Admiral was 
seized with remorse for his conduct toward Dona 
Beatrice Enriquez, the mother of his natural son, 
Don Ferdinand. In his last will and testament, 
therefore, they say, he recommended Beatrice to 
the care of his son Diego, adding concerning the 
impelling reason for such recommendation, that it 
was not proper that he should specify it. * From 
this ambiguous remark alone, Napione, Spotorno, 
Navarrete, Humboldt, Irving, and, of course, all 
the minor fry, of whom Prof. Winsor is the latest 
spokesman, conclude that Columbus had not married 
the Lady Enriquez. But if the dying Admiral was 
so anxious to preserve the fair fame of Beatrice 
Enriquez as to deem it improper to assign the reason 
for his recommendation, how came he, in the same 


* “Larazon de ello no es lecito de escriberla aqui.” See 
the last article in the “Holographic Testament, Written and 
Recopied by Columbus, on Aug. 25, 1505,” in the “Coleccion 
Diplomatica,” docum. 158. 
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document, to allude to her as the mother of Don 
Ferdinand? In the supposition that a marriage 
had taken place, such mention would have been 
natural, and would have accorded well with the 
enigmatic words, though we may not grasp their 
real significance. In the supposition of a culpable 
relation, Columbus would have defeated his own 
purpose. Nor can the defamers of the Admiral 
take any comfort from the fact that he styles 
Beatrice by the (to us) rather discourteous term of 
woman, muger . To this day what Frenchman 
speaks of his wife in any other way than as sa 
femme f To what British 'or Irish peasant are hus- 
band and wife other than each other’s “man” and 
6 4 woman?” And that in the days of Columbus 
muger was used by the Spaniards in the sense of 
4 4 wife,” we know from incontestably authentic 
documents. Thus, Queen Jane, widow of Henry 
IV., of Spain, in her holographic will of April, 
1475, calls herself, Muger del Rey Don Enrique , 
que Dios liayctE Ferdinand styled the great Isa- 
bella, 44 Aa Serenissima Reina , Dona Isabel mi 
muger ;” and he spoke of his second wife, Germaine 
de Foix, as 44 Serenissima Reina , nuestra muy cara 
y muy amada muger 

Again, the facts in this case have been falsified. 
The regret of Columbus on his death-bed for any 
injustice to the Lady Enriquez is purely imaginary ; 
nor did he make any will on the eve of his death. 

* u Documentos Ineditos para la Historia de Espana,” por 
Don Mig. Salva. 
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The codicil which is said to have been drawn up on 
May 19, 1506, was already more than four years 
old.* Beatrice Enriquez had married Columbus at 
Cordova, while she was in the flower of her youth 
and beauty, and her lover was struggling to obtain 
a recognition from the Spanish court, a poor, white- 
headed, and unknown foreigner. When he was 
about to start on his last and most dangerous 
voyage, the Admiral remembered that in his “act 
of majoratus,” whereby he had long ago arranged 
the temporal future of his heirs, he had made for 
Beatrice no provision of dowry. This act, known 
to the sovereigns and the Holy See, could not readily 
be nullified or changed; hence he satisfied his con- 
science by recommending his wife to the care of 
his son, and he did not deem it obligatory to inform 
the world of his reasons. “They who discern in 
these words,” says Boselly de Lorgues, “an avowal 
wrenched from the remorse of Columbus at the 
terrible moment of his farewell to life, forget 
the date of this will. They have confused the 
drawing up of this holographic document with its 
presentation, which was effected four years later, 
on the eve of the Admiral’s death. From certain 
words, the import of which their misconception of 
this grand character prevented their grasping, they 
have evolved a theory of an illicit relationship, and 
of a sterile remorse at the supreme moment. The 
difference of the dates did not strike them. . . . 


f “Col. Dipl.,” no 158. 
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The marriage of Columbus with the Lady Beatrice 
Enriquez, demonstrated by so many logical induc- 
tions, by various documents and other proofs, and 
recognized by his descendants, was acknowledged 
by him under his own hand, five years, four months, 
and eighteen days, before the act of deposit effected 
on the eve of his death, in an autographic document 
which has happily come down to us.’ ? * 

The class of writers to which Prof. Winsor be- 
longs can find no other passages in the career of 
Columbus which ask for defensive explanation. It 
is not strange that they should make the most of 
this one; for Columbus was a fervent, practical, 
and uncompromising Catholic. No one can uphold 
the Catholic standard as he did without becoming 
a target for the arrows of that school which, until 
late years, almost monopolized the historical field 
in English-speaking lands, and in all where the 
spirit of the world had, through noise and imper- 
turbable effrontery, become the moulder of modern 
historical opinion. Columbus could not be spared 
by the calumniators who respected not even the 
canonized saints of God. Did they not charge St. 
Cyril of Alexandria with deliberate murder? Had 
they not presented St. Clothilde as fuming with 
blind and implacable vindictiveness? Was not the 
Blessed Robert d’Arbrissel, according to their 
account, a culpable victim of crazy hallucinations 
in matters of morality? And had they not dragged 


* In Introduction, and in vol. ii, p. 382, 3d edit., 1869. 
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the sweet Maid of Orleans from her pedestal of 
glory, and besmirched her virgin-crown with the 
mud of fallen womanhood? No genius, they said, 
could be a practical Catholic. The gentle Fenelon, 
the sublime Mozart, Fontenelle, Cervantes, Mon- 
tesquieu, and Montaigne, though passing as Cath- 
olics, were in reality freethinkers'. As to the most 
universal of all geniuses, Dante, was he not a 
heretic and a revolutionist? And the grand Savon- 
arola ! Even the merely artistic, if they were truly 
artistic, have to shake off the trammels of Catholic 
practice. Did not Raphael die of amorous excesses? 

Such were some of the calumnies with which the 
modern dominant historical school was wont to 
illustrate its theory that true greatness and Cath- 
olicity were incompatible. But they are losing 
much of their force in our day, unless with the 
wilfully obtuse ; and similar charges will not avail 
much to dim the glory of Columbus the Catholic. 


APPENDIX. 


When our essay on Bruno and Campanella was 
written (1889), the only argument which could be 
adduced for a belief in the apostate’s execution, 
was found in the letter of Schopp to Rittershausen ; 
and so many and so convincing were the reasons 
alleged for the non-authenticity of this document, 
that we felt compelled to believe that the unfor- 
tunate friar was burnt merely in effigy. Two years 
afterward, however, a document was unearthed, 
which renders it indubitable that Bruno perished at 
the stake. Among the many institutions of mercy 
which have been the glory of the Eternal City for 
centuries, one of the most famous is that of the 
Confraternity of San Giovanni Decollato, the mem- 
bers of which devote themselves to the preparation 
of the capitally condemned for a happy death. For 
centuries this society kept an exact record of all its 
unfortunate clients. Now, in the “Journal” of the 
Provisor of the Community, which contains an ac- 
count of the executions attended by the brethren 
from May 14, 1598, to September 1, 1602, the inves- 
tigators appointed by the Crispi administration 
found, after the fifteenth line of page 87, the fol- 
lowing narrative: “On Thursday, February 16, 1600, 
at two hours of the night, it was intimated to our 
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Company that in the morning justice was to be 
visited upon an impenitent friar. Therefore, at six 
hours of the night the Chaplain and the Consolers, 
having assembled in Sant 5 Orsola, and having gone 
to the prison of Torre del Nona, and entered our 
chapel, and having made the accustomed prayers, 
the condemned apostate friar, Giordano Bruni (sic), 
a native of Nola in Naples, an impenitent heretic, 
was introduced. He having been exhorted by our 
brethren with all charity, we having also called to 
the work two Dominican priests, two from the Gesu, 
two Oratorians, and a Hieronymite. With every 
mark of affection and with much erudition, these 
priests showed the miserable man his many errors, 
but he remained fixed in his accursed obstinacy, 
confusing his intellect with a thousand perversities. 
His determination proving invincible, he was led by 
the Officers of Justice to the Campo di Fiori, and 
there having been stripped and bound to a stake, 
he was burned alive, our Company constantly chant- 
ing the Litanies, and the Comforters exhorting him 
to the very last moment to abandon his obstinacy. 
But he finished his miserable life in it.” 

Thus is finally settled the question of the fate of 
the Philosopher of Nola. There need be no sus- 
picion cast, great though be the temptation to do 
so, upon the authenticity of the decisive document; 
for although the unscrupulous Crispi presided at 
its delivery from the bowels of oblivion, the mem- 
bers of the Confraternity of San Giovanni Decollato 
admitted that it was transcribed from their records. 
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